:^^^:^l{^ 



» «i 




■ ^'c ,M =■'. 



-M 



Hi 



cm 



2 3 4 5 6 7 



9 10 11 12 13 14 15 



A^ 



to 



^.7;» ;-> „ 



cm 



2 3 4 5 6 7 



9 10 11 12 13 



2 3 4 5 6 7 



9 10 11 12 13 14 



cm 



2 3 4 5 6 7 



9 10 11 12 13 



\i\l\l\ 



cm 



2 3 4 5 6 7 



9 10 11 12 13 14 



cm 



2 3 4 5 



9 10 11 12 13 




iilii 

ml 



r'SSev 



d' 



^^ 






2 3 4 5 



9 10 11 12 13 14 



.-".y 



^ 




/ 



mil Im w m 



Ml ■ 



^''^ti/fi 










V Gr^MF OF 



i|£„__ I _.j^l f ......„, 

m jin ■ ■! bi ■ M Iw in urn ^g-- 



^f V -^V' , 3\2 , jV 

W Mil !■ \in «■ «■ kn IM IM Mn ■ «n W iM «» W m. >■ W inii «a k w 



Sa^JBoTiiWlli M 



^ 












*4|S 



r'te 









"'5^' j: jsr J- ^f . 






,.i,*ao?,-a 






Cn^iJ^tf^^^Q 



^^c^^' 



-^(fi 










S^'^L&C^'' 



\Sfij% 



^•>7/'/- /vf/7'*f>«' S .■■••4i -^A.^ •/ 



%^(«ar 



vel\ K °r/SvWwv \ £ ; 'i- 



. ^%> ^*>» '*' ^ ' ft '■- ^ 



.Ml 



^^,.*./.^/..,^t7toAv i?v^ ^ ^^W,//:/^J-^.'*5^^ 






++ 




6J 









rorodA 



remaw 



'^i.l. 






^.-/Tl 



M. 



Tt^7ifllm 




^^ 



'A- 






%7 



\ 






V*/^ 



J> 



1: 



/ 



/ 







-1 




"WSndaw^ 



Aiif7iA/K/,iefii 












°/>(>/lp€zk/l 



i'Zini^e^Mi'Z'' ^ 






5^' 



-fl^iktif'^ 



SMffv 



I 



3£r?nr/ 



^r^< 



■c^' 



\ frrrniyt 



:^ 



fit 



nv 
, a -XM'f'Mii /^X '. .••■■>" l\^ vN^ -'^ - - 



n/ue/icjr 
-^ ■: \ y Jh-iftiri'tetv . 









%%rliJ'^ °J 



^^ Y\^ 



SFiKftiii 



Gncfiia 



'2'\&wf^k 



ifiT^na- 



\ , 



'Jf^r/ZxTf/^jk^ 



cfthc 
Countries defcribed 



//^ 



E xrn OPE. 

By 'Y.3^<^!i\m.Geatjf;rf/ilfer, 
Hvdrof^ra/iher tiylRi Majesty. 



M 



>>' "' /s 



Xr/t/Ziii/iJ^'Ai . 




cm 



BIBLIOTHEQUB; 
SAINTE I 
GENEVIEVE 



10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 IS 



19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 





A 



TOUR 

THROUGH SOME OF 

The Northern Parts of Europe, 

PARTICULARLY 

COPENHAGEN, STOCKHOLM, 

AND 

PETERSBURG H. 

I K A 

SERIES OF LETTERS. 
By NS W R A X A L L, Jun. 



ti 1 



The Third Edition, corredled. 



LONDON: 

Printed for T. C a d e l l, in the Strand. 
M.DCC.LXXVI. 









3 = 


^? 






-^■^te^^^l 


h- ' — = 
CO — = 






' 


1 
1 


hCi — = 
tn — = 


IB' ' 








(T, — = 


H 










-J — = 


^^B 1 
^^H 








• 


CO — = 


1 




printed for T. C a d e l l. 






ID — = 


I 




I. Tour through Sicily and Malta, in a Se- 






h- ' ^ 


H ' 




ries of Letters to William Beclcford, Efq; from 






o = 


H ' 




P. Brydone, F. R. S. in 2 vol. with a Map, 12 s, 






I— ' = 
I—" ^ 


1 




2, Obfervations on Mount Vefiivius, Mount 
^tna, and other Volcanos, in a Series of Let- 




j 


h- ' ^ 

M = 


■ 




ters from the Hon. Sir Wm. Hamilton, K. B. 
F. R. S. to the Royal Society, with Notes, and 




I 


I—' ^ 
CO = 


■ ^1 




jUuftrated with Plates, 4 s, 6 d. 






I—' ^ 


^H ' 


1 








I—' ^ 
en = 

h- ' ^ 
^ = 


H^i 








' 




h- ' ^ 




1 


h- ' ^ 

CO = 


1^ 








I—' ^ 
ID = 


I 








o = 


lii 










fc 


hm 




^ril^ 




cm : 


o 
z 


Il|llllllll|llll 
3 ^ 


1 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 


"iiii|iiii 
12 1 


3 



T O 



The Right Honorable 



Lord Vifcount CLARE. 



My Lord, 

AS real merit is averfe to often- 
tation, I could not obtain 
permiffion to dedicate the fubfe- 
quent Letters to your Lordlliip 
without an injundlion to forbear 
any eulogium on your LordOiip's 
Charader. 

This injundion, therefore, pre- 
cludes me from the liberty of fay- 
ing the refpeftful things I cannot 
but think of Lord Clare's Literary 
Talents, and Public Services, ef- 

pecially 




IV 



DEDICATION. 



pecially in the great Affembly of 
this Nation. 

But I humbly hope your Lord- 
fhip will condefcend to accept this 
fincere, though inconfiderable tri- 
bute of my gratitude and refped:, 
and permit me thankfully to ac- 
knowledge the honor conferred on 
a young man, by your patronage 
in this his firft attempt to appear 
before the tribunal of the Public. 

I am, my Lord, with great de- 
ference, and the higheft relped:. 

Your Lordfhip's moft obliged 



London, 
Jermyn-Street, 
iftFeb. 1775. 



and very humble fervant. 



Nath^. Wraxall, Jun. 
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TOUR, 



LETTER I. 

On board the Friendfhip, in the German Ocean, 
Thurfday, 14th April, 1774. 

Confider the injundion which you 
laid on me at parting, to inform you 
conftantly and minutely of all thofe 
events which elucidate the charadei-s or 
manners of the countries through which I 
propofe travelling, as not only doing me 
the highcft honor, but opening to me a 
fource of the moil elevated and rational 
B pleafure. 
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pleafurc. There is a flattering and vir- 
tuous pride which we cannot avoid feel- 
ing from the confcioufnefs, or at leaft the 
hope, that we are opening fcenes of libe- 
ral knowledge, and elegant curiofity, to 
our liftening friends ; and to a mind 
where gratitude prevails, this is one of 
the moft animating confiderations in na- 
ture. It muft likewife be confeiTed, that 
thefurvey of nations, and view of foreign 
and diffimilar modes of adting and think- 
ing to our own, is not only formed to en- 
large the human mind, and corredt its 
early prejudices, but is calculated to 
charm and delight in a fupreme degree, 
as it has for its bafis two paffions moft 
powerfully conducing to pleafure, I mean 
novelty and admiration. So much, in- 
deed, have travellers in all ages been con- 
scious of this bias in nature, and fo ready 
to take advantage of it, that the moft 
improbable and ridiculous fidlions have 
been invented and impofed upon the cre- 
,r dulity 
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dulity of mankinds recourfe has been had 
to the marvellous, and the imagination 
entertained by amuling recitals of man- 
' ners and adions which never exifted j — - 
but the age of irapolitionon one fide, and 
of credulity on the other, feems now to 
be over : truth and found knowledge are 
introduced into fubjedls where formerly 
they fcarce ever intruded. Mankind are 
become more fceptical, and refufe to be 
amufed with fuperftitious legends, or the 
wanton fallies of a luxuriant and fertile 
imagination. The refinement and civili- 
zation of modern manners has rendered 
it no difiicult matter to infped kingdoms 
and provinces, to which accefs was for- 
merly barred by bigotry, barbarifm, and 
want of all police. Even Spain herfelf is 
not now impervious to curiofity, and fu- 
perftition is declining in thefe her favo- 
rite dominions. Notwithflanding this 
diminution of the traveller's powers of 
entertainment, by excluding any addrefs 
■B 2 to 
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to the imagination, there are ftill objeds 
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fufficient left to charm the attentive and 




curious mind. 




Some parts of the globe are, however. 
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lie deeper beneath the furface, and like 
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unpolifhed gems only glitter in the eye of 


M ^^^B 


clear and perfpicuous obfervation. — Such j 




are the kingdoms which I am about to 
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viilt, covered during many months with 
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fnow, and wrapt in ail the horrors of a i 




polar winter : unpoliflied in their man- 
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ners, and flill retaining the vefliges of 
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Gothic ignorance, they prefent not many 
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charms to tempt the traveller. The Ro- 
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man arms never penetrated into thefe in- 
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allured to pafs their fnows by the vener- 
able remains of amphitheatres, temples, 
and naumachiffi. Yet even in thefe 
remote and inclement kingdoms, are the 
feeds of knowledge fcattered ; and if the 
mind receives no pleafure from the reflec- 
tion of their paft greatnefs or refinement, 
yet may it be enlarged and improved from 
the confideration of their prefent compa- 
rative power and importance in the fcale 
of Europe. I purpofe, as you know, to 
vifit the three northern capitals, and to 
fpend fome fmall time in each, though 
probably more in St. Peterfburgh than ei- 
ther of the other two, as I regard it by 
far the greateil objed: of true curiofity. 
We are now beating againft a contrary 
wind, and heaven only knows when a 
better may fpring up. I fhall continue 
this (beet on my landing. 



B3 



THIS 



/■ 



9 10 11 12 13 14 



[ 6 ] 



i| '■ 



i ! 




Copenhagen, Tuefday Night, 19th April, 1774. 

' I^HIS morning I rofe with the fun, 
to land on the ifland of Zealand, at 
Elfinoor : it was a pleafant day, though 
cold. I prefented my letters of introduc- 
tion to the Englifh conful (Mr. Fenwick) 
who received me very politely; and as he 
was much engaged with a multitude of 
fhips which came in at the fame time 
with us, he fent a domeftic to attend me 
over the Caftle of Cronlberg. This for- 
trefs ftands at the narrowefl part of that 
channel, which is called the Sound, and 
was doubtlefs intended to command the 
entrance of it : whether it would be able 
now to prevent a fleet of men of war 
from paffing it, I however much quef- 
tion. It is a fine Gothic chateau or palace, 
built early in the laft century by Chriflian 
the IVth, and was then often honored 

with 
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with the royal refidence. It is of a fquare 
form, and within is a fine quadrangle. 
The turrets at the corners are very fu- 
perb, and in the moft improved ftyle of 
Gothic architedure. They (liewed me fe- 
veral large apartments, which are dill de- 
nominated the king's : there is nothing, 
however, in them, except fome gilt leather 
chairs of equal antiquity with the caflle, 
and feveral daubings of their kings pran- 
cing about on white ileeds. I defired to 
fee the chambers which were occupied by 
her prefent majefty during her confine- 
ment here; I mean the queen Matilda, fo 
lately dethroned; but they are, I find, 
thofe in which the Colonel Commandant 
refides, who it feems had humanity and 
politenefs, enough to refign his, during her 
ftay, as the royal apartments were not fit, 
at that inclement feafon of the year when 
{he was brought down here, it being the 
feventeenth day of January 1772, to re- 
ceive any perfon. They are vaft, unfur- 
B 4 nifliedj 
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nifhed, hideous, bare walls, never warm in 
July, I fliould fuppofe. 

While I was looking about in the court 
below, a poor flave * fettered came up, 
and taking off his cap, addreffed me in 
French : I was charmed to meet with any 
thing with which I could converfe ; for 
the Dani/h centinel who accompanied me 
could only tranfmit his ideas in his own 
language, which I underftood no more 
than the Chinefe. I therefore begun a 
converfation with the French captive, and 
afked him, if he was here when the 
queen Matilda was confined i* Ah ! 
Monfieur 1 faid he, I fa.\v her every 
day; I had the honor a tourner la broche 
for her majefly's dinner; {he even pro- 
mifed to endeavor to procure me my li- 
berty. I affure you, added he warmly, 

* His crime moft probably was theft, as all mifde- 
meanors are punifhed with the Danes by fervitude in 
chains a longer or fhorter time. 

c ihe 
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flie was la princejfe du monde la plus aima- 
bk! Whether the fellow faid this becaufe 
he apprehended it would pleafe an En- 
glishman, or whether it was the genuine 
efFufion of refpedlful gratitude, I cannot 
tell ; but certainly it produced the efFecH: 
on me he witlied. I could not refift the 
force of his compliment to an Englifli and 
an injured queen — I put my hand in my 
pocket, and gave him fome half dozen fti- 
vers; nor was it, I mufl own, either ge- 
neral philanthropy, or private commife- 
ration, which drew mofl of them out — 
It was Matilda gave them, and I bid him 
thank her, not me. 




There is a little hunting feat or palace 
about a quarter of a mile from Elfinoor, 
Vv'hcre the king drives down frequently 
for a few hours in the fummer. There is 
nothing worth feeing in or about the 
building; but the profpedl from the roof 
is beautiful beyond expreffion : it looks 

down 
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down on the town of Ellinoor and Caftle 
of Cronfberg, and commands beyond 
thefe the Sound and coafl; of Sweden for 
a vaft way. The town of Helfimborg in 
Sweden, which is exactly oppolite, forms 
a fine objedl. I think it one of the moll: 
elegant and pidurefque landfcapes I ever 
furveyed, — I peeped into the Danifh 
church here — The woman carried me up 
to the high altar, which was entirely co- 
vered with a curtain J and the boy who ac- 
companied me told me it was very fine. 
I expeded a Corregio, or a Raphael, and 
wondered how they had got any fuch 
piece of painting. However, on drawing 
afide the veil, I found it was only a col- 
ledion of faints, martyrs, and apoftles in 
wooden alto relievo, all dreffed out in 
gold leaf, with king Chriftian the Vth, I 
believe it was, in the middle of them, 
who feemed to fl:are like a man in amaze- 
ment; probably, at finding himfelf in 
fuch company : I was difappointed, and 

yet 
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yet could not help fmiling at my miftake. 
In this fituatioa I continued looking at 
the gaudy figures, while the woman kind- 
ly read me a long Danifh diiTertation i I 
fuppofe, on the hiftory of the altar. — On 
turning round, I found myfelf furrounded 
by a number of yellow-haired boys and 
girls, who had formed themfelves into 
a femi-circle to look at the Granger. I 
was as much pleafed to look at them, as 
they could be at me ; and felefting one 
of the girls, whofe cheveux blondins hung 
down on her neck in loofe diforder, 
and whofe whole figure was a beauty ia 
miniature, for I fuppofe fhe could nof 
count above eleven years — I went up to 
her and prefented her a fliver in a manner, 
which faid, as well as mute eloquence 
could exprefs it, * 'tis your pretty form, 
' fweet maid, which draws this prefent.'— 
The " detur pulchriori" was not more legi- 
bly written by the hand of nature on Pa- 
ris's apple, than it was on my bit of filver; 

but 
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^B 1 i but my goddefs was too young, and too 
MM- 1 innocent, to read it. 
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ten times more powerful, his lady's com- 
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pany and converfation, detained me at 
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U; Elfinoor till four o'clock or later, and I 
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Wm chaife to Copenhagen. This vehicle, 
Wm 1 which was an indefinable fomewhat, be- 
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which in this country is driving at a great 
1 rate. 
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I did not admire the appearance of ob- 
jedls between Eifinoor and this place; 
but, indeed, I muft confefs, I faw them 
through a very bad medium, as I could 
not keep myfelf warm the whole way, 
though I wrapt myfelf up in my great coat. 
The day clofed-in a good league before I 
reached the metropolis, and I was in- 
debted to the moon for her light the reft 
of the road. After they had ilopt me at 
the gates, enquired my name, and fearched 
my trunks, I was fet down at the inn, 
where I now am, oppofite the royal pa- 
lace. — But I can write no more. 'Tis 
midnight, and you may imagine, after the 
adventures of the day, I fhan't quarrel 
with my pillow. 

So good night ! 
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Copenhagen, 25th April, 1774, 
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T Have now been here near a week, and 
A begin to find that a ftranger may fpend 
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his time not unpleafantly. But before I * 




proceed to foreign aiFairs, let me give you 


I—' ^^^^H 


fome account of the domeftic ones : I am 




lodged, as I think I mentioned to you in 
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my laft, at an excellent inn, or rather ho- 
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tel, immediately oppofite the palace, and 




.; my chamber commands a very compleat 
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j profpedl of it and the haven which fepa- 




rates us. It is not, however, the fituation 
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of this hotel, or the entertaining landfcape 
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it commands, which form, in my eftimate 




of objeds, its greateft charm. — There is 




yet another. When I am not particularly 
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landlord's table, which is very well ferved, 
and where I have been happy enough to 
make two or three moft agreeable ac- 
quaintances, of whom more by and by. 
At prefent let me give you fome account 
of my landlord. — He has, you mufl: know 
then, three daughters, who drefs their heads 
to advantage, curtfy moft civilly to my 
bows, and are well difpofed to oblige ; — 
Jbut all thefe will only excite complacency, 
and go no deeper. There is yet a fourth, 
who, in my eye, unites in her perfon a 
thoufand times the attradtions of the other 
three. — She is by birth a Norwegian, and 
Jives near Chriftiana in Norway, but is 
now here on a vifit : her complexion is 
too ruddy, and her perfon has too much of 
the ejnbonpoint, to be deemed handfome 
in England j yet even among us flie 
would be admired. I have bowed the 
knee to her from the firft rrioment I 
faw her; — nay, even faid every thing 
that the fight of beauty can be fuppofed 
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to dicftate to a heart, all alive fo its di- 
vine impreflions. — How I faid them, I 
leave you to judge from your own feel* 
ings, fince language conflitutes no part of 
our interchange of ideas, as I am unhappy 
enough not to fpeak Danifh, and fhe can 
converfe in no other. But the moft ani- 
mated expreflion of admiration may be 
conveyed without the aid of words or 
founds i and there is a language, and that 
an eloquent one too, which is given by 
bounteous nature in common to the inha- 
bitants of England and of Norway, 

She fometimes plays to me on an inftru- 
ment which refembles our fpinnet, and 
which they call a pantaloon. — She ac- 
companies the mufic with her voice, and 
iings me twenty Danifli fongs from a 
book which ufually lies on the table. I 
do not apprehend that the language is 
much better calculated in itfelf for har- 
mony, than the Dutch or Flemifh; and 

yet. 



[ ^7 J 
yet by what fafcination I know not, I am 
more delighted than ever I was at hearing 
the fineft of Metaftafio's Arrias from Ce- 
cilia Davies's mouth. There is one in 
particular which has fomething in it pecu- 
liarly touching J and as {he turns over the 
leaves, I flop at that, lay my finger on it, 
and humbly requeft, in that language I 
mentioned before, that (he will oblige me 
with it. When (he has done, I take her 
hand, and while I prefs it to my lips, they 
inform her, that fhe has not played to a 
heart incapable of tafting the delights, 
which beauty and harmony united mufl 
ever produce. You may laugh at this 
dumb tete a tete if you pleafe ; and, per* 
haps, if I was inclined to burlefque in-' 
ftead of admire it, I could myfelf fuppofe 
it fometimes ridiculous enough.— Let 
that be as it may, I can Only fay the time 
flips unperceived away in this occupation ; 
and it is at leaft an agreeable relaxation and 
alternative from the more noify amufe- 

C ments. 
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ments, or from the clofer applications of 
the mind : but you muft not therefore 
imagine, that (he engrolTes my whole time 
or attention ; I have been employed In 
viewing feveral objedsof curiofity in this 
capital. 

I was accompanied this morning, by 
two gentlemen, to Count Moltcke's pa- 
lace. It is very fplendid, and a fine tafte 
is fliewn in the collection of the paintings 
which cover the grand drawing-room. 
They are as much fuperior in excellence, as 
they are inferior in number, to thofe I 
have feen in the king's cabinet of curiofi- 
ties; or, as it is called here, the Mufeum, 
This laft I have likewife feen once ; but 
as I intend revifiting it, and it contains a 
number of curious and extraordinary pro- 
duftions peculiar to the Danifli domi- 
nions, I ihall mention it by and by in a 
future letter. — Count Moltcke himfelf, 
whom you may probably recoiled: in 
2 England, 
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England, when he accompanied his pre- 
jknt Daniih Majefty, lives now in a ftate 
of retirement, fuited to his advanced age, 
dnd diminiOi'd influence over afFairs of 
flate. He was the favorite and the mi- 
nifter of Frederic the Vth j and fo def- 
pdtic was his fway during the concluding 
p'eriod of the late reign, when the king 
from perfonal and mental incapacities 
fcarce held the fceptre in his hand, that 
he was commonly called *' Konig," or 
** King Moltcke." 

The round tower here is very fingular, 
--It was built by Chriftian the IVtb, under 
whom the celebrated Tycho Brahe flou- 
riflied, and defigned for an obfervatory. 
—There is not a fmgle ftep in it, though 
very lofty. — You afcend by a fpiral road, 
of near fourteen feet broad, from the bot- 
tom to it's fummit. A profeflbr, who 
ihiswed me over it, alTured me, that one 
of their kings (Chriftian the Vth, as I 
C 2 recoiled), 
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recoiled;), drove, in his carnage up and 
down it ; and he even produced a book, 
as I doubted it, to prove the veracity of 
his afiertion. I muft own it may be eafily 
done, though probably at fome rifli of the 
driver's neck. 

Was it not for the fair Norwegian, 
with whom, after all, it muft be owned 
I could wifh to converfe with the tongue, 
as well as the eye or hand, I find hardly 
any inconveniency refulting from my ig- 
norance of the Daniih language. Every 
perfon of fafhion fpeaks French, and ma- 
ny of them Englifh. The gentlemen of 
the army and navy here in particular, are 
almoft univerfally ufed to thefe lan- 
guages: — they are, at leaft feveral of them, 
with whom I have fallen into company, 
extremely dlfpofed to treat a ftranger with 
every mark of urbanity and politenefs. 
One of them has already promifed to ac- 
company me over the ifland of Zealand, 
c and 
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and to be my condudlor on a tour I pro- 
pofe making to fee the royal palaces ; and 
I am engaged to-morrow morning with 
two others, to view a private collection 
of natural curiofities, which I am told is 
made with great tafte and judgment. 



The weather is ftill very cold : we 
have had hail almoft every day lince my 
arrival ; nor are there as yet any marks 
of that fweet feafon, which the Italians fo 
juftly denominate the gioventu del anno, 
but which is pretty much unknown to 
Danifh poets. Indeed, I apprehend the 
year is more properly divided here into the 
fummer and winter, than as with us into 
four feafons. A fhort fummer fucceeds 
to the long feries of cold and darknefs, 
which environs them from October till 
April; and during this period, they often 
experience very great heats for a few 
days, or fometim^s weeks. Certainly 
man is much affedted by phyiical caufes, 
C 3 and 
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and one is not furprifed to find the ele- 
gant arts chiefly confined to luxurious 
and fouthern climates, and faintly raifing 
their heads amid thefe fiiowy and inhof- 
pitable regions, where the inhabitants 
feem in fome degree to partake of the af- 
perities of their foil, and where royal mu- 
nificence, however unbounded, can only 
raife a few fickly and ftraggling plants. 

They feem to have a great turn for po- 
litics here, arid as it may not be quite fp 
fafe to infpect too deeply into the condud 
of their own fovereign and jftatefmen, they 
make themfelves fome amends by inte- 
refling themfelves in thofe of the Englifh 
nation. I am afked a thoufand queftions 
here, in every company, about the inha- 
bitants of Bofton, and relative to thq 
Eaft India affairs. They are unanimous 
in opinion, that the colonies will be foon 
abfolutely free; and they give me a look 
ojf incredulity, and a fignificant ihake of 
: .: ' the 
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the head, when I afTure them that all will 
terminate quietly, that Bofton.mufl: fub- 
rnit, and that government have uniformly 
embraced the moft gentle, mild, and pa- 
rental meafures ; I fee they don't believe 
me, and I am obliged to refer them to 
futurity for the teft of my aflertions. 

So few perfons vifit this metropolis or 
kingdom from motives of curiofity, that 
they are quite furprifed when I afTure 
them I have no fort,of bufinefs here, and 
am only employed in the fearch of know- 
ledge. Indeed, I apprehend, a month or 
five weeks is fully adequate to the com- 
pletion of thefe purpofes, and I lliall not 
delay my departure an hour after that 
time, 

There is no face of induftry or bufinefs 

here; and Copenhagen, though one of the 

iineft ports in the world, can boaft of lit- 
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tie commerce. The public places are 
filled with officers either in the land or 
fea fervice, and they appear to conftiiute 
three-fourths of the audience at the come- 
dy and the opera. The number of forces 
are, indeed, much too large for this little 
kingdom, which has not. been engaged in 
war thefe fifty years. They can boaft, 
'tis true, a vaft extent of dominion j but of 
what importance are the barren and al- 
piofl: uninhabited mountains of Norway 
and Lapland, ftretching to the pole ; or 
the plains of Iceland, where the inhabi- 
tants are yet, and will probably ever re- 
' main, in the raoft profound barbarifm ? 
Their German dominions in Holftein are 
by far the moft rich, and furnifli a large 
part of the royal revenue. There needs, 
indeed, no fi:ronger proof of the poverty of 
the kingdom, than the fcarcity of fpecie. 
J have feen no gold, and hardly any filver, 
^hey pay every thing in paper , and if 

yo'4 
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you lofe a flngle dollar at the card-table, 
or the billiard-table, it is given in a bill. 
I received two hundred rix-dollars yefter- 
day morning, and not a fingle one in 
monev. 
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LETTER III. 

Copenhi^gen, Friday,, 29th of April, 1 7 74. 

I Shall continue my remarks on the chief 
objeds of curiolity here, I went Wed- 
nefday morning with a party of ladies to 
fee the palace of Rofenbourg, It was 
conilrudled, as I am affured, by our cele- 
brated Inigo Jones, and ftands in the 
middle of a large garden. It is fmall, 
and at prefent very little ufed by the king, 
or royal family. There is an air of anti- 
quity in all the apartments, tapeftry, and 
furniture, which is not difpleafing, and 
impreffes with refpeft. The grand fala 
or dining-room, in particular, is in this 
flyle. The hangings, which are not ill 
executed, reprefent the various actions by 
fea and land, which diverlified the antient 

wars 
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wars between the Swedes and Danes, who 
feem always to have had the fame national 
rivahhip and anjmofity, which the French 
and Englifh are diftinguifhed for in Eu- 
rope, and which, 'tis probable, they will 
ever in fonie degree retain. At one end 
of this grand apartment, are three filver 
lions as large as the life, who feem, by the 
ferocity and rudenefs of their appearance, 
defigned to charaderize the age and na- 
tion in which they were call. It is a fort 
of favage magnificence, which ftrikes inore 
effeminate and luxurious times with ^'on- 
der, to introduce fuch forms into a ban- 
queting room of ftate. Here are feyeral 
fmall cabinets full of curious rarities, 
which the various fpvereigns of Denmark 
have fucceiTively collefted, and left to 
their pofterity. Many of them are intrin- 
fically valua.blej others, only preferved 
from fome event or accident conneded 
mth them. Among the firfl is a faddle, 

on 
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on which Chriflian the I Vth made a fort of 
triumphal entry into Copenhagen. It is 
covered with pearls, diamonds, and other 
precious flones, and the fpurs are of gold, 
enriched with jewels. The coat worn by 
the king, and a light helmet on the fame 
Gccafion, are likewife covered with pearls. 
I forget the fum at which it was then efti- 
mated } but you may eafily fuppofe it to 
be immenfe. They preferve likewife, 
with great care, a handkerchief of this 
prince dyed with his blood, from a wound 
he received by a ball which deprived him 
of an eye. The man who accompanied 
us, (hewed me, with exultation in his 
countenance, a fword of Charles the Xllth 
of Sweden: it is juft fuch a fword as fuch 
a monarch may be fuppofed to have ufed, 
and would well become the meanefl fol- 
dier: it, indeed, evinces his ftrength and 
vigorous frame of body, by it's fize and 
weight. I queftion whether his prefent 

majefty 
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majefty of Denmark could lieave it, and 
I think I may be fare he could not draw- 
it. The blade is at leaft four feet long, 
and both the hilt and garde are entirely 
compofed of brafs. 

1 could not help fmiling when I entered 
the chamber in which Chrillian the IVth 
died. There are, indeed, fome figures in it 
which may not improperly be termed ce- 
leftial and angelic; but they are rather ill 
calculated for the regards of an expiring 
man, and would better become the cabi- 
net of a young and elegant voluptuary. 
I remarked this to our condudor, who 
only fhook his head, and fhrugged his 
fhoulders, but faid nothing. If his majefly 
had been a mufTulman, I fhould have fup- 
pofed he dcfigned them as reprefentative 
of the Houris, in whofe arms he was fo 
foon to repofe his wearied virtue, and 
forget the toils annexed to royalty: but it 
feems he died a Lutheran. 

The 



V 



mimm 



m, 



f'lii 






I 30 J 

'the gardens of this palace cohftltiite 
one of the chief diverfioris of the city, asl 
they are always open, and on feflivals or 
Sundays are crouded with company. 
They are large, but not laid out with 
tafl:e> or adorneid with any produdlions of 
irti one ftatue only excepted of Hercules 
i^anquiftiing the Naemean lion, which 
ftands under a portico raifed to defend it 
from the inclemencies of the weather, 
■f his is of Italian workthanfliip, and the 
artift has found means to difplay great 
Anatomical ilcill and beauty in the a:ttitude 
and rtiufcles of the hero, who by an extra- 
ordinary exertion of flrength, forces opert 
and breaks the jaw of his adverfary. 

i Went yefterday to fee the private col- 
le<ftion of rarities, paintings, &c. I men- 
tioned to you before. It is made by ar 
Monfieur Spengler, who, I apprehend, is 
well known in the literary world. He is 
by birth a Swifs, but his urbanity and 

learning 
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learning have made him a citizen of thfe 
world. I have always found the great 
and good to be of no country. His pie^ 
ces of painting are, for a private indivi- 
dual, numerous, and yet very feled. Ma- 
, ny of them have been prefented by the 
mafters themfelves, as tributes of fricnd- 
fhip or admiration, made to his genius or 
his heart. They are, indeed, moftly the 
produdion of German, Dutch, and Flem* 
ifh artifts. He is a fine mechanift and 
anatomift, and has fome pieces of work^ 
manfhip in both thofe branches of fci^ 
ence, cut by himfelf in ivory, which are 
chefs d'oeuvres. I was not furprifed to 
hear him call Dr. Fothergill his intimate 
friend, or to find that he kept up the clo- 
feft correfpondence with the celebrated 
Linnaeus in Sweden. I affured him of my 
intention to vifit that great man in his re- 
treat at Upfal, and that I had already pro- 
cured letters of introdudion to him. In 
juftice to Denmark, I ought to add, that 
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his late majefly made this gentleman 
keeper of the Mufeum, and that he en- 
joys a very eafy competence. I was 
charmed to find that his elevated under- 
flanding, and uncommon talents, had not 
allied him to poverty. 

I have been into all the churches here, 
whether German, French, or Danifhj 
but it is not in Lutheran places of devo- 
tion, one muft fearch for the produdlions 
of art and elegance : Madonnas and Mag- 
dalens are confined to catholic walls, and 
form one of the moft enviable parts of the 
Roman form of worfhip and decoration. 
There is one church here, indeed, where 
they have placed fix flatues of plaifter be- 
fore the high altar. As they have armed 
two of thefe with monftrous gilt fwords, 
as big as Charles the Xllth's, and a third 
is employed in blowing a trumpet, I 
muft own I took them, at firft fight, for a 
kind of guard drawn up to defend the 

holy 
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holy place ; but on a nearer approach, I 
found (probably for fear of fuch a mif- 
take) that they had chriftened them all, 
and placed their names, feverally and re- 
fpedively, at their feet. To four of them 
they have applied the Jewifh appellations 
of the angels, which occur in fcripture, 
Gabriel, Uriel, Raphael, and Michael j 
but unhappily when they had got fo far, 
having yet two namelefs figures, and no 
more angelic titles, they feem io have 
been at a fad lofs : under one of them 
they have put the word Cherub, and left 
it undetermined who he might be ; and 
to the other, is affixed Jeremiell. Who 
Jeremiell is, I don't know, i Ihould have 
thought it to be the prophet Jeremiah, 
only a little altered in one fyilabie of his 
name, and to confirm this fufpicion he 
holds a book in- his hand : but then Jie 
has a pair of wings, which puzzle one 
confoundedly. I could not fatisfy myfelf 
quite about this perfonage, and mufl: leave 
D ■ it 
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it to King Chrlftian the Vth, who built 
the church and put up the ftatues, to an- 
fwer for his own works, and unfold the 
enigma. 

The police of Copenhagen is exceed- 
ingly good, and one may walk through 
the whole city at midnight with the moft 
perfect fafety. No robberies, no affaffi- 
nations heard of. They wear no cloaks, 
nor conceal any flillettoes under their ha- 
bits, as in the fouthern kingdoms of Eu- 
rope. Indeed, it is ufually almoft as 
quiet here at eleven o'clock at night, as 
in a country village, and fcarcc a coach 
rattles through the ftreets. 

I don't apprehend this capital can be 
above the fourth part of the fize of Lon- 
don, poflibly not fo much. It is fortified 
towards the land by a foffe, always full of 
water. The flreets are commonly of a 
good breadth, and the houfes very neat 

and 
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find handforae. There is one vefy beau- 
tiful place here, which approaches nearer 
to a circus than a fquare ; each fide of 
divifion of which is only one palace, and 
in the centre is an equeftrian ftaiue in 
bronze of the late King Frederic the 
Vth. I muft own I was much rhorc 
pleafed with this, than with the Place de 
Vidoires at Paris^i and think it has a 
much better effedt. 

1 have now written a long letter, and 
muft put an end to it^ as the poft goes for 
England to-morrow. I fhall yet ftay 
here a fortnight, and in my next you may 
exped an account of the court. They 
are all in town at prefent, and. don't go 
into the country thefe three weeks, as I 
am informed. Adieu ! I am, ever. 

My dear Sir, 

Vour moft devpted, &c. 
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LETTER IV. 

Copenhagen, Tuefday, 3d of May, 1774, 

Promifed in my laft letter to give you 
fome little account of the court. I 
mufl:, however, pretnife, that I have not 
had the honour of being prefented to the^ 
fovereign here, as is cuftomary with 
ilrangers from the other kingdoms of Eu- 
rope. It is fufficient that I am an En- 
glifhman, not to wiih it ; and, indeed, 
with fo jealous an eye are we regarded, at 
prefent, in this capi-tal, that I can allure 
you, becaufe I have it from the moft re- 
fpedable and inconteftible authority, that 
fo little an individual as myfelf, fo hum- 
ble and unknown a traveller as I am, is 
not only publickly talked of, but even 
fufpeded as a fpy, becaufe I come 
from England, and have no avowed mo- 
tive 
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tlve, except curiofity and knowledge. I 
have never, therefore, been at the levee, 
which is every Friday ; but I go to the 
drawing-room, and mingle unnoticed 
among the crowd. I was there laft night, 
when his majefty, the queen dowager, and 
Prince Frederic the king's brother, were 
prefent. To give you a pidture of the 
court, as it now exifts, I mufl: carry you 
back to the time of the late celebrated, 
and unhappy favorite. Count Struenfee. 
I have made it my endeavor, fince my ar- 
rival here, to gain the mod authentic and 
unprejudiced intelligence refpeding him, 
and the late extraordinary revolution which 
expelled a queen from her throne and 
kingdom, and brought the miniflers to 
the fcafFold. I fhall only inform you of 
fome few anecdotes, which elucidate his 
eharader, and with which you may be 
unacquainted; though, as I never perufed 
the printed account of his life and trial, 
which appeared in England, you mufl: 
D 3 excufe 
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excuie me if I repeat what you have ieen 
there. 



Struenfee, as you know, had not any 
poble blood in his veins, or confequently 
any hereditary and prefcriptive t^tle to the 
immediate guidance of affairs of {|ate. 
Fortune, and a train of peculiar circum-. 
fiances, coinciding with his own talents 
and addrefs^ feem to have drawn him from 
his native mediocrity of condition, and 
placed him in an elevated rank. He ori- 
ginally pradifed phyfic at Altena on the 
Elbe, and afterwards attended the prefent 
king of Denmark on his travels into En- 
gland, in (quality of phyfician. On hig 
return, he advanced by rapid ftrides in the 
royal favor, and feems to have eminently 
polTeffed the powers of pleafing, fmce he 
became equally the favorite of both the 
king and queen. He was inverted with the 
order of St. Matilda, inftituted in honor 
pf her majefty, created a count, and pof- 

fefled 
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feffed unlimited minifterial power: his 
condud, in this fudden and uncommon 
eminence, marks a bold and daring 
mind ', perhaps I might add, an expanded 
and patriotic heart. Unawed by the pre- 
carious tenure of courtly greatnefs, and 
more peculiarly of his own, he began a 
general reform. The ftate felt him 
through all her members ; the finances, 
chancery, army, navy, nobles, peafants— » 
all were fenfible of his influence. He not 
only diiflated, but penned his replies to 
every important queftion ordifpatch; and 
a petition, or a fcheme of public import 
and utility, rarely waited two hours for 
an anfwer. At prefent, I am told, you 
may be two months without receiving 
any. The civil judicature of this capital 
was then vefted in thirty magiftrates. 
Struenfee fent a meffage to this tribunal, 
demanding to know the annual falary or 
penlion annexed to each member: rather 
alarmed at this enquiry, they fent an an- 
D 4 fwer. 



■MM 



mm 



-^•"'^'"- 



liiai 



[ 40 ] 

fwer, in which they diminifhed their 
emoluments two thirds, and eftimated 
them at 1500, in (lead of 4000 rix-dol- 
lars.* The count then informed them, 
that his majefty had no farther occafion 
for their fervices, but in his royal munifi- 
cence and liberality, was gracioufly pleafed 
to continue to them the third part of their 
avowed incomes, as a proof of his fatis- 
faclion with their condudt. He at the 
fame time conftitutcd another court, 
compofed only of fix perfons of approved 
integrity, to whom the fame power was 
delegated. He proceeded to purge the 
chancery, and other bodies of the law. 
Then entering on the military depart- 
ment, he, at one ftroke, broke all the 
horfe-guards, and afterwards the regi- 
ment of Norwegian foot-guards, the fineft 
corps in the fervice, and who were not 
dilbanded without a (liort, but very dan- 



* A piece, value about 4 s 6d Engliih. 
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gerons fedltlon. Still proceeding in this 
falutary, but moll critical and perilous 
atchievernent, he ultimately began to at- 
tempt a diminution of the power of the 
nobles, and to fet the farmers and pea- 
fants at perfed liberty. You mud not, — 
you will not wonder that he fell a vidim 
to fuch meafures, and that all parties 
joined in his deftrudlion. Thefe were 
his real crimes, and not that he was too 
acceptable to the queen, which only 
formed a pretext. It was the minifter, 
and not the man, who had become ob- 
noxious. I do not pretend, in the latter 
capacity, either to excufe or condemn 
him i but as a politician, I rank him with 
the Clarendons and the Mores, whom 
tyranny, or public bafenefs, and want of 
virtue, have brought, in almoft every age, 
to an untimely and ignominious exit ; but 
to whofe memory impartial pofterity have 
done ample jullice. Yet I mufl: avow, 
that though I cannot think Struenfee 
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made a bad ufe, he certainly made a 
violent and imprudent one, of his exten/ive 
power. He feems, if one may judge from 
his adions, to have been in fome meafure 
intoxicated with royal favor, and fuch ac- 
cumulated honors; and not to have advert- 
ed fufficiently to the examples which hif- 
tory furnifhes of Wolfeys in former days, 
and of Choifeuls in modern times, who 
mod ilrikingly evince the ilippery founda- 
tion of political grandeur. When he was 
even preffed only a fhort time before his 
feizure, to withdraw from court, and pafs 
the Belts, with the moft ample fecurity for 
his annual remitment of forty, fifty, a hun- 
dred thoufand dollars, an unhappy fafci- 
nation detained him, in defiance of every 
warning, and referved him for the prifon 
and the block. The queen dowager, and 
Prince Frederic, were only the feeble in- 
ftruments to produce this cataflrophe, as 
being by thdr rank immediately about the 
perfon of the fovereign ; though common 
3 report 
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report has talked loudly of the former's 
intrigue, and attributed it to her imagi- 
nary abilities. The only mark of capa- 
city or addrefs they exhibited, was in pre- 
ferving a fecrefy, which deluded Struenfee 
and the queen Matilda, 'till the time of 
their being arrefted. I have been affured, 
that on the laft leyee day preceding this 
event, the count was habited with un- 
common magniiicence, and never received 
greater homage or court fervility from the 
crowd, than when on the verge of ruin. 
On the night fixed for his feizure, there 
was a bal pare in the palace ; the queen, 
after dancing, as ufual, one country dance 
with the king, gave her hand to Struenfee 
{luring the reft of the evening. She re- 
tired about two in the morning, and was 
followed by him and Count Brandt. The 
moment was now come. The queen 
(lowager, and her fon Prince Frederic, 
baftened to the king's private chamber, 
\Yhefe he w^s already in bed. They 

kneeled 
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kneeled down befide it, and implored him 
with tears and expoflulations to favehimfelf 
and Denmark from impending deftrudtion, 
by arreting thofe whom they called the 
authors of it. 'Tis faid, the king was 
not eafily induced to fign the order, but 
did it with reludance and hefitation. At 
length, their entreaties prevailed, and he 
affixed his fign manual to the paper. Colo- 
nel Koller Banner inftantly repaired to 
Struenfee's apartment, which, as well as 
Brandt's, was in the palace; they were 
both feized nearly at the fame inftant, 
and, as all defence was vain, hurried away 
immediately to the citadel. When Count 
Strucnfee ftepped out of the coach, he faid 
with a fniile to the commandant, who 
received him into cuftody, " I believe you 
are not a little furprized at feeing me 
brought here a prilbner." " No, and 
pleafe your excellence," replied the old 
officer bluntly i "lam not at all fur- 
prized, but, on the contrary, have long 

expeded 
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expedled you." — It was five o'clock in the 
morning when the Count de Rantzau 
came to the door of her majefly's anti- 
chamber, and knocked for admittance. 
One of the women about the queen's 
perfon, was ordered to wake her, and 
give her information that (he was arrefted. 
They then put her into one of the king's 
coaches, drove her down to Elfinoor, and 
fliut her up, as you know, in the Caft!e of 
Cronfberg. — Mean while, as they dreaded 
an infurredion in Copenhagen, every mi- 
litary precaution was taken to prevent it j 
the moft infamous and filly reports were 
circulated among the populace, to render 
the ftate prifoners odious : that they had 
put poifon in the king's coffee, to deftroy 
him J that they intended to declare him 
incapable of governing ; to fend the Dow- 
ager Queen Juliana out of the kingdom, 
as well as her fon Prince Frederic, and to 
proclaim Matilda regent. To confirm 
thefe extraordinary and contradidlory re- 
j ports. 



. 1 



(l:(!:i:.,;;i 




r 46 J 

ports, the king himfelf and Ills brother 
appeared in a ftatc- coach, and paraded 
through the ftreets of the city, to fhow 
himfelf unhurt, and as if efcaped from the 
moft horrid confpiracy. During thefe 
tranfadions, Struenfee and Brandt were de- 
tained in the moft rigorous imprifonment. 
They loaded the former with very heavy 
chains about his arms and legs, and he was 
at the fame time fixed to the wall bv an 
iron bar. I have {ecn the room, and can 
affureyou it is not above ten or twelve feet 
fquare, with a httle bed in it, and a mife- 
rable iron ftove. Yet here, in this abode of 
mifery, did he, though chained, compleat 
with a pencil an account of his life and 
condudt as a minifter, which is penned, as 
I have been aiTured, with uncommon ge- 
nius. A tribunal was appointed for the 
trial of the queen and the two counts, and 
a council affigned for each, to preferve an 
appearance of juftice and equity. You 
know the refult, and the winding up of 
, the 
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the whole, on the 28th of April, 1772. 
I muft, however, mention to you fome 
few particulars relative to Count Brandt, 
as they are very remarkable, and equally 
true } nor do I apprehend you have ever 
heard them. 

This unfortunate man rofe chiefly un- 
der Struenfee's aufpices, though he was 
originally of an honourable deicent. Du- 
ring a refidence which the court made at 
one of the royal palaces, that of Herc- 
iholm, it happened that his majefly quar- 
relled with Brandt, and, which was fingu- 
lar enough, challenged him. This the 
count, you may imagine, declined. Whea 
they met foon after, the king repeated his 
defiance; called him coward^ and Brandt 
ftill behaving with temper, as became a 
fubjed, he thruft his hand into his mouth, 
feized his tongue, and had very nearly 
choaked him. In this iituation can it be 
wondered at, that he ihould bite the 

king's 
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king's finger, or ilrike him, or both ? 
Self-prefervation muft neceffarily fuper- 
fede every other feeling at fuch a moment, 
and plead his pardon. By Struenfee's me- 
diation the quarrel was immediately made 
up, and the king promifed never more to 
remember or refent the circumftance of 
his ftriking him. Yet was this blow, gi- 
ven to preferve himfelf from imminent 
deilrudiion, and from the fury of an en- 
raged man, made the pretence for his 
condemnation. They faid, he had lifted 
his hand againft the king's facred perfon, 
which was death by the laws of Denmark. 
— His lawyer, I am told, made an excel- 
lent defence for him, and very forcibly 
remarked the effential difference between 
affaulting the fovereign, and only defend- 
ing himfelf from a private attack. • One 

* of our former monarchs, faid he, (Chrif- 

* tian the Vth) was ufed frequently to un- 

* bendhimfelf among his nobles: on thefe 
' occafions, it was his cuftom to fay, 

♦* The 
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*« The icing is not at home." All the 

* courtiers then behaved with the utmofl 

* freedom and familiarity, unreftrained by 
' the royal prefence. When he chofe to 

* refume his kingly dignity, he faid-^ 
*' The king is again at home." But 

* what, added he, mud we do now, when 

* the king is never at home ?* — This feems 
more like the fpeeeh of an EngliHirtian 
than a Dane, and breathes a manly and 
unfettered fpirit* 

The fkulls and bones of thefe unhappy 
men are yet expofed on wheels about a 
mile and a half out of town : I have 
viewed them with mingled commifera- 
tion and horror. They hold up an aw- 
ful and afFedting leiTon for future flatef? 
men. 



I have been affured that Stru^nfee re- 
ligned himfelf to his own fentence with- 
out murmuring, or attempting to depre- 
£ cate 
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cate the blow; but that he exprefTed the 
utmoft pity and abhorrence at the fla- 
grant injuftice committed in fentencing 
Count Brandt to the fame death. They 
liave portraits of Struenfee in all the 
Aops, with this motto round them : — 
AiaiamuUa Struens-fe ipfumperdidit. You 
fee it is a miferable fort of pun upon his 
name. Yet, in defiance of all the calum- 
nies of a triumphant party, the terrors of a 
defpotic government, and the natural re- 
fcrve among the people, there are, even 
here, who dare to fpeak, though ambi- 
guoully, their genuine fentiments. * Sir,' 
faid a man of {&n(e and honor to me, a 
few days iince, ' between ourfelves, all 

* is not as it fhould be ; we have atpi-efent 

* neither king nor minifter: an imbecilitv, 

* mingled with diforder, characlerizes our 

* government : the effeds are too vifible : 

* the, blue and white ribbons are pro/ii- 
' tuted, and eontemptible. The finances 

* are in a worfe ilate than when Struenfee 

5 * found 
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* found them : the army devour us. In 

* Norway, affairs are yet worfe: the king is 

* unpopular there, and fo little is hisautho- 

* rity refpedled, that the Norwegians have 
' refufed, and Hill refufe, to pay the capi- 
' tation tax, nor can it be levied among 

* them.' I have not amplified or exagge- 
rated in this piflure, v»'hich I really believe 
is too juft in moft of the particulars. The 
king has certainlly fuffefed much in his 
intelledual capacity, and they make very 
little fcruple in general to own it. He 
can play, indeed, at cards -, he can dance, 
or go to an opera ; but he is doubtlefs in 
a ilate of debility, which difqualifies him 
for the condudting or fuperintending af- 
fairs of national import, and public con- 
fequence : thefe are left to the minifters, 
who tread very cautioufly, and will not 
prefently profecute Struenfee's patriotic 
njqafures. His fall is too recent, nor 
have his bones yet returned to their pa- 
rent earth. There is a vacuity in his af- 
' E 2 pedt^ 
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fped, which is ilrongly marked; and he Is 
much paler and thinner, than when you 
remember him on his tour in England. 
The queen dowager and Prince Frederic 
live in the palace with him, and accom- 
pany him, like his (hadow, wherever he 
moves. The prince has received no other 
mark of bounty from nature, or fortune, 
than royal birth. He is very much de- 
formed, and this perfonal imperfciflion 
has gained him the appellation of Richard 
the Illd, among thofe who do not love the 
court, though it doubtlefs originated a- 
mong the Englifh. 

They have a Danifli comedy here twice 
a week, and an Italian opera in the king's 
own opera houfe in the palace every Sa- 
turday, but I neither admire their fingers 
or dancers. 

I have not faid a word to you in thh 
letter of my fair Norwegian. She has loft 

her 
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her father fince I wrote laft, and I faw her ^^ ^ 


not for two days, which ihe dedicated to 
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his memory in retirement. She then 


Um^^^^^^^^^ 


burft upon me in all the melancholy 




fplcndor of mourning, her eyes red with 
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weeping, and her beauty heightened by 
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her drefs. Was I to be much longer ac- 




quainted with her, I fhould make a very 
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rapid progrefs, I believe, in Danifh. My 
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heart has done it already. Except this 
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humble fair one, I have not feen above 
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three or four very handfome or very ele- 
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gant women in Copenhagen. Perhaps I 1 




may be too premature in my determina- 


il 


',' B^^^^ 


tion, but I do not think them, in general. 
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to be compared for lovelinefs with our 
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own women. I have heard this court like- f^^ 


wife decried as very profligate, and very 1 3 ' ' I^E- "^ 


licentious. It may be fo, for any thing I can I^B-^ 


fay to the contrary ; but upon my word, ^^p- 


there are no fymptoms of it vifible. The 1^^^ ^ 


king, though in the bloom of youth, and ^P ^ 


without a Wife, hves as continent as Jo- ^^- 
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feph Andrews ; and as to Prince Frederic, 
nature, it is faid, has very compleatly dif- 
qualified him for affairs of gallantry. It 
muft be confefled at the fame time, that 
the king a(5led very differently only a few 
years ago. 

I (hall go to-morrow morning in a 
large party to the town of Malmoe in 
Sweden : it is four leagues diflant on the 
oppofite coaft. The weather, which has 
been fine thefe three days, and rather re- 
fembled fummer than fpring, has put on a 
different afped: to-night, and threatens 
rain. If fo, we fhall delay it till Friday ; 
as there will be a bal parez.X. the palace on 
Thurfday, where I purpofe to be pre-, 
fent. On Sunday next I fhall fet out on 
a tour to the palaces. Mean while I difr. 
patch this letter by the poft, which goes 
for England this evening. Adieu. 
I arn ever 

your's, &c, 

LET- 
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LETTER V, 

Copenhagen, Saturday, 7th May, 1774. 

Went through the royal cabinet or 
Mufsam yeaerday morning, accom- 
panied by Monfieur Spengler. This col- 
Icdion is very large, and extends through 
all the vegetable, mineral, and metallic 
worlds, as well as the finer arts. It is 
more indebted to Frederic the IVth, than 
to any other fovereign. Every nation has 
produced her heroes and her patriots, on 
whom hiftory delights to dwell. Some 
countries are, however, more fruitful in 
great and fublime fpirits, than others. In 
Denmark, they have had very few to grace 
their annals. Sweden can boaft her two 
Guftavus's, the firft and fecond ; nor are 
her Chriflina, or her Charles, unknown 
to fame. In what country, is not the 
E 4 name 
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name of Peter celebrated, the greateft le-r 
giflator that modern times have feen ? 
But here the fun of genius has not yet 
blazed from a throne, and fhed a tem- 
porary luftre on the furrounding darknefs. 
There are, however, two favorite rno- 
narchs of Danifh ftory, whofe memories 
are revered, and whofe golden days are 
frequently recalled with a figh. The firft 
pf thefe was Chriftian the IVth, who was 
the opponent and competitor of G^ftav^s 
Adolphus, tho' with far inferior fame. 
The laft was Frederic the IVth. This 
prince loved the arts, and attached frora 
that principle to the land where they 
feemed to hover and refide, he made twp 
vifits to Italy; one previous to his afcend- 
ing the throne, and one afterit. As Chri- 
i^ian the IVth is ufually depiftured on can- 
vas or tapeflry clad in armour, and holding 
a javelin in his hand, fp this latter fove- 
reign appears the patron of fcience, and 
|he friend pf the elegant and fofter pccu^ 
^ patipns, 
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pations. I cannot omit to mention one 
fi&ion, however incredible, well authenti- 
cated of him, which difplays a noble mu- 
nificence of temper. During a carnival 
at Venice, he refided in that city, and in 
one evening is faid to have won at the 
card-table, a bank worth 200,000 ze- 
chins, or nearly ioo,oool. fterling, which 
he immediately prefented to a noble Ve- 
netian lady, in whofe houfe this happened, 
and whofe whole fortunes were involved 
in this prodigious game of chance. They 
fhowed me at the Rofembourg palace, the 
drefs in which he was habited, when he 
did this gallant action. It was that of a 
pilgrim, all the company being in mafqiie. 

They now keep among the greateft and 
inoft valuable curiofities, the chair in 
which Tycho Brahe was ufed to lit, 
when he made his aflronomical obferva- 
tions at Uranibourg, The wood which 
pompofes it, is held in reverencci and pre- 

ferved 
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ferved with the utmoft care, as having 
belonged to fo great a man. Thus it ever 
happens ! I need not remind you, that the 
aftronomer himfelf was driven from his 
native country by faaion and malevo- 
lence ; or that he died at Prague, in the 
court, and under the protedion, of the 
Emperor Rodolphus, who iheltered this 
illuflrious fugitive, and afforded him an 
aiylum. It reminds one of Dr. John- 

ilon's lines, fo often quoted on fimikr 
cccafions. 

" See nations llowly wife, and meanly 

juft. 
To bury'd merit raife the tardy bull!" 

The collediion of paintings in the royal 
Mufasum is very large; and though it 
confifts moftly of Flemilh and German 
pieces, yet there are fome few beautiful 
originals of Guido, Titian, Angelo, and 
even of Raphael's hand. Our own 

Charles 



cm 



9 10 11 12 13 



[ 59 ] 

Charles the 1ft by Vandyke, and his 
fons by Kneller, hold a diftinguifhed 
place. They were, you know, by the mo- 
ther's lide of Danifii exiradion. Their own. 
painters or fculptors fcarce appear in this 
numerous affemblage. There are, how- 
ever, iome paintings, chiefly hiftorical, by 
Charles Dremander a Dane, not ill exe- 
cuted. Among thefe is one of the fa- 
mous Margaret de Waldemar, who unit- 
ed in her perfon the three kingdoms of 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, receiv- 
ing the homage of this latter from it's 
fovereign. 



I have never yet faid a word relative to 
the palace itfelf, of which the whole Mu- 
fffium conftitutes only a very fmall part. 
It was built by the prefent king's grand- 
father Cbriftian the Vlth -, and, though 
it coft fix millions of dollars, yet the in- 
fcription over the grand portal declares, 
that the fovereign ereded it from the or- 
dinary 
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di'nary revenues of the crown, without 
laying any additional taxes or impofls on 
his fubjedls. This was, however, owing 
to the wondrous and laudable pariimony 
of his father Frederic the IVth, who, 
notwithftanding the almoft continual ho- 
ftilities he was engaged in with Charles 
the Xllth, yet left his dominions in the 
moft flourifhing ftate, and an immenfe 
treafure, at his death, behind him, in 
the coffers of the crown. It is of a prodi- 
gious fize ; and if I was inclined to find 
fault with it, I fhould fay, it is too fplen- 
did and too magnificent for a king of 
Denmark ; on the fame principle, as fo- 
reigners conftantly remark, that the pa- 
laces in England are far beneath the dig- 
nity and greatnefs of the Britifh empire, 
I have only feen a few of the apartments 
of ftate, the far greater part of the inter- 
nal ftrudure being never fhewn, while the 
royal family refide in town. One of 
thefe is very remarkable, and may be pro- 
perly 
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perly called the chamber of kings, as it 
contains no other paintings except the 
portraits of all the prefent reigning mo- 
narchs throughout Europe. Thefe have 
been prefented by the refpedive fove- 
reigns. I could not but fmile at the dif- 
ferent manner in which they have been 
pleafed to habit themfelves. The king 
of Pruflia, who has Ipent his life amid 
camps and armies, and has oftener llept 
ia a uniform than a coat of velvet, has 
modeftly dreffed himfelf in a plain blue 
fuit of cloaths, and the vizor peeps out at 
one corner of the piece juft to mark the 
warrior ; while Charles the Hid of Spain, 
who has fcarce ever heard the clalh of 
arms, " nor the divifion of a battle 
knows more than a fpinfter," has arrayed 
himfelf in compleat armour, and frowns 
dreadful from the canvas. This ridicu- 
lous oflentation of war only excites 
laughter, and ftands finely oppofed to the 
modefl portrait of a prince, who might 

with 
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with fo much propriety have inveilicd 
himfelf with military trophies. 



m^' 



I went iaft Wednefday, in the party I 
mentioned, to Malmoe in Sweden : in- 
, Head of four leagues, the diftance is near 
double, and I am perfuaded the pafTage is, 
at leaft, as broad as from Dover to Calais. 
We were, however, favoured by the wind, 
and got back again to Copenhagen about 
ten o'clock at night. It is a poor town, 
though fortified, and we procured with 
difficulty a miferable dinner at a wretch- 
ed inn. — I muft carry every thing with 
me in the carriage, I am told, in my in- 
tended journey by land from hence to 
Stockholm, as not any thing is to be pro- 
cured in many of the villages. I have, 
however, fome difficulty to conceive any 
country fo very bad, and do not doubt the 
Danes exaggerate matters. We were 
very ill repaid at Malmoe for our trouble 
in vifiting it. Except the body of a 

monk. 
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monk, who was immured in the wall of 
the great church, 1 faw not any thing cu- 
rious. Tradition fays, this wretch lived 
'nine days, as they fed him through a hole 
with eggs, and that his punifhment was 
infiided for adultery. 

I cannot fay I am charmed with this 
metropolis, or find much to admire in it. 
To-morrow I fet out for the country, to 
view the palaces, and probably fhall not 
return till Wednefday. I intend only to 
remain here a day or two afterwards, and 
then begin my rout through Sweden. 
The coldnefs — not to give it a harfher 
name — with which an Englifhman is re- 
garded at prefent in this court, is an addi- 
tional motive to accelerate my departure. 
In Stockholm and Peterlburgh, we are, I 
apprehend, regarded with very different 
eyes. Pray, is it not fomewhat fingular, 
that neither the Danifli or Englifh envoys 
are at prefent in their relpedive depart- 
ments ? 
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ments ? Mr. Woodford has been in Lon- 
don fome months, and I faw the Baron de 
Dieden in the drawing room here laft 
Monday. It has an odd appearance, and 
feveral of the Danes have remarked it to 
mc, and afked the reafon of it. I aiTure 
them, I am totally ignorant, and know- 
nothing. 

The king was prefent at the bal pare 
laft Thurfday, and danced minuets and 
country dances as ufualj in thefe, he ex- 
cels. He afterwards played at cards till 
two o'clock, when he retired, and the 
company feparated. This is the laft, I 
am informed, which will be given this 
feafon, as the fummer now approaches, 
and the court will foon go into the 
country. 

One may with juflice remark, that 
there is hardly any intermediate it&k>ti 
here between winter and fummer. Eight 

days 
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days ago, the former predominated ; and 
now> fo rapid is the alteration, the leaves 
are all out, and the weather during the 
day is extremely warm. This fudden 
change is by no means fo grateful as our 
more flow and progreflive one. 

I fhall referve this letter till I return 
from my intended tour : I promife my- 
felf a very agreeable one, as we are two 
coaches and a large party. I am going 
now to the Italian dpera. 

So farewell ' 



Copenhagen, Thurfday, 12th May, 1774, 

T Returned yefterday from ' my tour 

through the northern part of Zealand, 

and muft own I have received great plea- 

fure in this little excurfion. Our firft 

/lage was to Roikild, which is four Da- 

niih, or iixteen EngliHi miles from Co- 

-^ penhagen. 
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pcnhagcn. It is one of the mofl ancient 
places on the ifland, and is faid to 
have been a confiderable city feveral cen- 
turies before the prefent metropolis had 
any exigence. This capital owed it's 
commencement, like "Venice, to a few 
fifhermen, who ereded their huts on the 
iea fhore, and finding it convenient for 
traffick, gave it the name it now bears of 
Kiobenhaven, or merchants haven. The 
Qnly remaining mark of the royal reii- 
dence which Rofkild yet retains, is thai 
of the burial of the kings. From the 
moft remote antiquity, the fovereigns of 
Denmark have been interred in the cathe- 
dral. I fpent two or three hours amono- 
the tombs and coffers in which repofe 
their remains. The vaults under the 
church are very numerous, and the ground 
is covered with the coffins of kings, 
queens, and princes, who, though born 
indifferent centuries, are all now colleaed 
together, and placed in the fame gloomy 

chambers. 
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chambers, with no other attendants than 
filence and darknefs. The fplendor which 
accompanies thofe of exalted birth, even 
after death, is in many of thefe almofl: va- 
ni{hed, and time has deflroyed the gold 
and velvet which originally marked their 
dignity. 



I enquired for the cekbfated Marga- 
ret de Waldemar, to whom hiflory has 
given the epithet of the Semiramis o£ 
the North, and who united under her 
reign all the kingdoms beneath the polar 
iky. The man who accompanied us over 
the vaults, aiTured me her body was in- 
terred here, and by the light of his can- 
dle, enabled me juft to perceive an iron- 
door, all accefs to which was blocked up 
by intervening coffers of monarchs her 
fucceffors." " Within that door," faid 
he, ** is another vault, where refts the 
queen you enquire for. You can fee no 
more." In fuch a fituation, it was impof- 
F 2 fible 
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fible not to be imprefled with that fub- 
lime and awful melancholy, which fcenes 
of this nature are peculiarly calculated to 
produce. The chilly and unwholefome 
dampnefs of the air, the mournful light 
produced by a folitary taper intruding on 
thefe abodes of darknefs, the numerous 
dead arranged fide by fide, and marked 
with crowns to denote their departed 
grandeur — All thefe have a moll forcible 
effed: on the mind, and will tinge with a 
temporary folemnity the gayeft temper. 
I found it fo, and returned with pleafure 
from fuch a furvey, to the upper air and 
chearful day. 



Here, in one of the chapels, are two 
of the moft magnilicent monuments in 
Europe: they were made in Italy, by order 
of Chriftian the IVth, and are ereded to 
the memory of his father and grandfather, 
Frederic the lid and Chriflian the JJId. 
Thofe of Francis the iiril and Louis the 
7 Xllth, 



1 


I^^M 






























^— ^^ 


W\m 

cm : 






3 ^ 




3 ( 


5 


1 i 


3 [ 


) 1 


W\ 




1 


w 

1 


p 

1 


w 

2 


p 

1 


mm 

3 



[ 69 ] 

Xllth, in the Abbey of St. Dennis, are 
not equal in beauty to thefe, which are 
mailer-pieces of fculpture. Round the 
tomb of Frederic the lid, all the events 
and warlike atchievements which marked 
his reign, are exquifitely defigned in bas 
relief. I could not but remark that 
Chriftian the IVth, who ereded thefe 
monuments, and who is the idol of Da- 
nish Hory, has yet received no iuch ho- 
norary tribute from his pofterity, nor has 
any marble tomb raifed to his memory. 

Befides thofe two lafi: mentioned, there 
are four others lately brought here, of two 
later Danifli fovereigns and their queens. 
Thefe are done by the celebrated Wied- 
welt, a native of this country, who is now 
alive. I may have occafion to mention 
him again to you by and by. 



b 



We drove twenty miles from Roflcild 

to fee a foundery for cannon, begun by 

F 3 the 
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the late king, and called from his name 
Frederic's Work. This the Danes expa- 
tiate on as the moft exteniive and afto- 
niftiing undertaking in Europe, both as to 
Tjtility and curiofity. I went over every 
part of it, and muft own it by no means 
impreJied me with any fenfations of won- 
der or pleafure. They may make very 
good cannon, and other warlike ftores, 
the work being exceeding large; but it is 
certainly no fuch extraordinary produc- 
tion, either of genius or magnificence, as 
they efteem it. 

The palace of Frederickfbourg is only a- 
bputfiveorfix milesdiftant from this foun- 
dery. It is a very large chateau, moated 
round with a triple ditch, and calculated, 
like all the ancient refidences of princes, 
for defence againll an enemy. It v/as 
built by Chriftian the IVth, and accord- 
ing to the architedure of the times, par- 
takes of the Greek and Gothic %les. 

In, 
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In the front of the grand quadrangle, ap- 
pear Tufcan and Doric pillars, and on the 
fummit of the building are fpires and tur- 
rets. It is at prefent very little vifited by 
the kings, and his prefent majefty even 
altered the ceremony of the coronation, 
which was always performed at this pa- 
lace by his predeceffors. He Was crowned 
in Copenhagen ; the expence, and unfit- 
nefs of the apartments at prefent for the 
reception of the nobility and court, were 
the reafons affigned for this choice. 
Some of the rooms are very fplcndid^ 
though furnifiied in the antique taile. 
The knights hall is of a great length. 
The tapeftry reprefents the wars of Den- 
mark, and the cieling is one of the moft 
minute and labored performances of fculp- 
ture I ever faw. The chimney-piece was 
once entirely covered with plates of filver, 
richly ornamented ; but the Swedes, whp 
have often landed on this ifland, and even 
befieged the capital, tore them all away, 
F 4. and 
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and rifled the palace, notwithflandfng its 
triple moat and formidable appearance. 
The prefent banifhed Queen Matilda 
fpent much of her time at this place,, 
during the king's tour through Europe. 

It is a beautiful ride through the royal 
woods from hence to Fredingborg. This 
was the favorite refidence of the late King 
Frederic, who fpent the greater part of 
his time here during the latter years of 
his life, in a kind of feclufion from his 
court and people. The Danes univcr- 
fally agree in faying, that he was gene- 
rous, compaffionate, mild and virtuous ; 
his heart was full of humanity, and he 
was infinitely beloved by his fubjecfts, till 
he unhappily contraded a fatal paffion for 
wine, which incapacitated him for every 
public Concern ; and brought him to an 
untimely death.— The palace is fmall, 
but the gardens are laid out very prettily, 
gcjorned with a number of fiatues done 
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by Wiedwelt, the Rubiliac of Denmark. 
The furrounding country too is very fine, 
and there is an air of fequeftration and re- 
tirement fpread through the whole, which 
highly pleafes. 

I have yet one more palace to carry you. 
over, and fliall then quit the dwellings 
of princes, and return to humbler life. 
This is Hercfholm, the moft magnificent 
and fpacious of any, built by Chriftian the 
Vlth. It was the favorite refidence of 
the court during the Queen Matilda's 
/layj and the man who fhewed us the 
apartments, did not omit to mention the 
names of Struenfee and Brandt, or to fhcw 
me the chamber in which the unhappy 
accident happened, when the latter ftruck 
the king, and paid for it with his life. 

However dreary and comfortlefs the 
ifland of Zealand may be in the win- 
ter, when covered with fnow, it exhi- 
bits 
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bits at this feafon of the year a moft 
pleafing afpedl. It is flat every where, 
but covered with corn, or woods, and 
cultivated with great induftry. I more 
than once thought myfelf on fome of the 
Wiltfhire or Hampfliire Downs, by the 
great number of tumuli fcattered on all 
fides. Thefe exaQly refemble in fize and 
appearance thofe in England,, and are 
probably antient Saxon fepulchres. I en- 
quired if any of them had been opened by 
curious Antiquarians, as many of ours 
have been; but they only flared in an, 
fwer to my quellion. Here are no Dr. 
Stukelys, to inveftigate the monuments of 
piety or magnificence, left by our ancef- 
tors ! I obferved likewife feveral collec 
tions of flones in a circular form, fome of 
which are very large, and reminded me 
of Stonehenge, though on a fmaller fcale. 
About thefe likewife they are totally ig, 
?)orantj and it would only be loft time to 
attempt to gain any account of their ori- 
7 gin 
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«ln or conflrudion from the people who 
live near them* 



I cannot help mentioning to you a 
lively defcription, which a gentleman, re- 
markable for his wit, gave me of Zealand, 
foon after my arrival. I dined with him, 
and among other queftions natural to a 
ftranger, I afked him, if the country was 
pleafant and agreeable. His anfwer was 
fhort, but very full, I fhall give it you in 
French, as it was faid, without tranflating 
it. *' Monfieiir, il ny a fur cette ijle, ni 
inontagm ni riviere ; mats pour des lacs^ 
grace a Dieu, il y en a ajfez." This is as 
juft, as it is keen; and I had often occa- 
fion to recolledl the exprelTion during my 
late tour. 

The weather is at prefent very warm, 
and I promife myfelf an agreeable journey 
through Sweden, in defiance of bad inns, 
gnd every inconvenience I am threatened 

with. 
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with. The feafon is, indeed, uncom- 
monly favorable. Only three years ago, 
they were yet buried in all the horrors of 
winter at this very time, accompanied 
with a dearth of provifions which ap- 
proached to a famine. Carriages and 
horfes loaded with wood came over from 
Sweden on the ice, and returned again, at 
the end of April. It was the 6th of 
May, when four Englifli vefTels broke up 
the ice, and entered the port of Copen- 
hagen, which could hardly have fuffered 
greater hard/hips from the clofeft fiege by 
an enemy, than it had done by the incle- 
niency of the weather. It was midfum- 
mcr before the leaves appeared on the 
trees, or fummcr changed the afpedt of 
nature, i mull own, the relation of thefe 
fadls reconciles one to England with all its 
fogs and changes of climate, which, com- 
pared with thefe iahof-Ditable countries, 
appear as trifles, . 
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I am much prefTed by my friends here, 
to protrad my departure for Stockholm 
a it\N days longer. If I obeyed the im- 
pulfe of my heart, I fhould moll readily 
comply with their requefl; but as I in- 
tend yet to vifit Peterfburgh and Mofcow 
during the fummer, befides the lad men- 
tioned capital, I am proof to any felici- 
tations of friendihip ,• and as io more foft 
and tender Vj&z, they are broken and dif- 
folved. My fair Norwegian is no longer 
here, to fafcinate me with her mufic, and 
break my refolutions by the magic of her 
eyes. She left Copenhagen the day be- 
fore I fet out for the palaces, and is gone 
to refide in a diilant part of Zealand, 
where I fhall never find her more. I had 
not even the wretched confolation to take 
her in my arms, and bid her a laft adieu j 
and I have now only to endeavor to erafe 



iier image from my heart. 
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On Sunday morning, at lateft, I pur- 
poie to fet out for Ellinoor, where I /hall 
crofs the Sound to Helfimborg in Sweden. 
I fhall be fix or fcven days from thence to 
the metropolis, as I intend proceeding lei- 
furely. I fhall fcarce have been a month 
in Copenhagen when I leave it, and yet I 
have very compleatly viewed every objeft 
worthy a traveller's attention. What 
ideas I have tranfmitted of them to you, 
I know not. I wifh to amufe you ; and 
as charity covers a multitude of fins, fo 
friendfhip can hide a multitude of faults; 
I repofe an unbounded confidence in 
your's. My next will probably be from 
Stockholm. Mean v^'hile 1 remain. 



Your mofl: afFedionate, &c. 
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LETTER VI. 



Jonkioping, Wednefday Night, iSthMay, 1774. 

I Write to you at prefcnt from a little 
town in the heart of Sweden, where 
I arrived this morning, after a three days 
moft difagreeable journey. As my day 
here allows me an hour or two of leifure, 
I dedicate them to you, and fliall give 
you fome particulars of my routj as they 
occur, without fludying corrednefs or 
precifion. 



'Rm'i! 



I left Copenhagen, as I purpofed, 
laft Saturday morning, and reached El- 
finoor at noon. I could not help flop- 
ping on the road for a few minutes at the 
village of Nivad, to fee the celebrated fpot, 
on which Charles the Xljth of Swedea 
landed. The Danes oppofed his defcent, 

and 
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and ereded a battery of twelve cannon for 
that purpofej but the young warrior, who 
was at that time, if I recolledt right, only 
fixteen years old, drove them from their en- 
trenchments, and was himfelf among the 
firfl: of thofe who leaped from the boats on 
fhore. Is it not my Lady Montague, who 
remarks in one of her letters, that great 
events, or adtions, ftamp a veneration oa 
the fpot where they were performed, and 
imprefs the fpedlator widi lively fenti- 
ments of pleafure many ages after? 1 had 
occafion to remember this obfervation, 
while I ftood upon the battery, the embra- 
fures of which are now almoft grown up 
to a level with the reil of the turf, and 
which will fcarce exhibit, in another cen- 
tury, any traces of this engagement. It 
was a beautiful day, and I could not refift 
the unite-d attradlons of Mrs. Fenwick and 
Elfinoor, the former of which requefted, 
and the latter demanded my ftay till Sunday. 
Whether I was more influenced by the 

charms 
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fcharriis of the woman, than of the places 
is a fecret which I fhall not unfold; but 
if yi>\i can draw any dedudibns on either 
fide from your knowledge of my heartj 
you are at full liberty. This lady, whom 
I believe I mentioned to you before, is a 
fiative of Archangel in RuiHa,- and is an 
eminent proof that thofe frozen countries 
fean produce minds as highly tampered,' 
and as exguiii tely faffiioned,- as the moft 
happy and genial foils.— -But whither am 
I running? I had forgot I am to give you 
a defcription of my journey, and not a 
pidure of a lady. Let us go on ! 

I drofled the celebrated paffage of thd' 
Sound next morning, though it blew 
very frefh. We were over in little 
indre than half ani hour. At Helfim- 
fcorg,- where I entered the Swedifh do- 
minions, I had the pleafure of view- 
ing the beautiful landfcape feverfed,- 
which I had Cccn the preceding evening 
G from 
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from the filand of Zealand. . Which 
of the two is adually the moft charm- 
ing, I leave connoiileurs to determine. 
I muft confefs I liked the view from 
Elfinoor infinitely beyond the other. In 
the firft, Mrs. Fenwick formed the prin- 
cipal figure in the fore-ground of the 
piece; but from the tower of Helfimborg, 
I could hardly with my glafs diflinguifh 
the houfe in v/hich fhe refided. Can you 
wonder at my preference ? 



I drove twenty miles in the after- 
noon, and was then obliged by the ap- 
proach of night, and the want of horfes, 
to flop at a miferable little inn, or fa- 
ther cabin, where I could procure no- 
thing befides milk: I lay down five hours 
in my deaths, and got again into the car- 
riage at three o'clock on Monday morning. 
Had I underftood properly the manner 
of travelling in this country, which is to 
fetid a peafant forward from every poft- 
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in a few hours as cold and piercing as our ■ 
Decembers. The drivers feemed totally 
unaffeded by this fadden alteration, which, 
did not produce any in their drefs or 
cloathing; and the peafants, both men and 
women, were all bare-footed as before. 
The fnow, however, confpiring with the 
want of horfes, prevented me from reach- 
ing this town, and I remained laft night 
at a boufe, which for horror of fituation 
I never remember paralleled. It is quite- 
detached from any village or hamlet, and 
the fpot on which it flands, is a bare rock 
deftitute of any covering or earth, an<J 
furrounded on every fide by the deepeft 
woods it is poffible to conceive, and in 
which I had not {een one human creature 
for two leagues before my arrival-. Yet 
in this fituation, fatigue made me fleep 
very found, and my fervant by mc,^ till 
three in the morning, when with the re- 
turn of day, I entered my carriage, and Jeffe 
this raofl melancholy and wretched habita- 
tion* 
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tlon. Had I been in Spain or Portugal, I 
own my fears would have kept me awake, 
and I fbould have recollected every difmal 
recital of murders and afTaffinations, which 
nurfes or novels had informed me ofj but 
here thefe accidents rarely or never 
happen, and one may travel in perfedl 
fafety, 

I got here about ten. o'clock this morn- 
ing, and gladly enjoyed a few hours of re- 
laxation after fo many unpjeafing occur- 
rences. It is difficult to give you a pic- 
ture of the country through which I have 
pafled from Helfimborg, the colours of 
which you will not imagine are heightened 
by fancy or invention. The firft twenty 
miles exhibited fome few marks of culti- 
vation and agriculturci and though there 
was not one collection of huts or houfes, 
which could be denominated a village, 
yet fcattered cottages, and a little plowed 
land, amid an immenfe wafte, informed 
Q 3 the 
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the pa/Tenger that it was not totally unoc- 
cupied or unpeopled. But as I advanced 
farther into the Province of Scania, and 
afterwards into that of Smaland, even 
thefe faint traces of human refidence va- 
nished. Groves of fir or afpin covered 
the country J and in the courfe of fixty 
miles, I can fafely afTure you, I faw not a 
hundred people, and not ten hamlets : 
villages there are not any. I have drove 
from one ftage to another, of twelve or 
fourteen Englifli miles, without meeting 
pr feeing a fingle perfon, though I caft 
my eye impatiently round on every fide, 
in hopes to difcern the countenance of 
man. 



In many places the iirs on either fide 
the road formed avenues, ss noble as thofe 
which are often planted in the entrance 
to palaces, or noblemen's feats ; and 
through the whole was fpread a kind of 
rude and gloomy magnificence, which, fu- 
3 peradded 
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peradded to their filence and lonelinefs, 
very Wrongly afFeited the mind. Even 
the birds feem to have abandoned thefe 
dreary forefts, and I heard or faw none, 
except woodpeckers, and now and then 
the cuckoo. I enquired if they did not 
afford refuge to wolves or bears, as thefe 
animals are commonly found in thofe 
countries and places, which want popular 
tion; but the peafants affured me the for- 
mer were only in fmall numbers, and 
rarely feen : and as to bears, there ar© 
not any. 

This deplorable want of inhabitants is 
one of the many evils which Charles the 
Xllth entailed on his unhappy kingdom. 
Unchecked by the defeat of Pultowa, b/ 
the lofs of his richeft provinces, and brav- 
eft fubjeds, his rage for war, heightened 
by perfonal animofity to the King of 
Denmarif, induced him ftill to exert nevw 
G 4 efFortSj 
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efforts, and make frefla levies of foldlery 
from his bleeding and exhaufted country: 
and though more than half a century has 
now elapfed fince his death, Sweden ha§ 
by no means recovered herfelf, or repeo- 
pled her uninhabited plains. 

The peafants are civil and humble to 
pbfequioufnefs, grateful for the third part 
of a halfpenny, and infinitely lefs uncivi- 
lized and barbarous, than one would be 
tempted to fuppofe from the appearance 
pf every thing around them. I faw a 
number of very pretty forms among the 
women, who ufed to croud round the car- 
page at every poft-houfe; and I mufl own 
that I diftributed my fchellings more in 
proportion to their beauty, than their age, 
infirmities, or poverty. Such is the in- 
chantment of this captivating endowment, 
tJiat I attempted in vain to refift it's in- 
ftuence : my head condemned me, but my 

heart 



cm 



m 



10 11 12 13 14 



[ 89 3 

heart counteradled all its did&tes, and 
warped my benevolence in compliance 
with its own feelings. 



Had I not taken the precaution to car- 
ry wine and provifions with me in the 
chaife, I muft have been almoft ftarved in 
three pr four days journey through thefe 
piiferable provinces, where the peafants 
are flrangers to every kind of aliment^ 
except bread, and fait pork pr fifli. It is, 
indeed, a queftion vvhether the former of 
thefe' deferves the name of bread, as it 
is a compound of rye and oats } among 
which they mingle, in times of dearth 
and famine, a kind of flour made of 
the internal bark of trees rafped : it is of 
a colour approaching to black, and of a 
tafte which you muft be as hungry as I 
was to relidi. I imagine it mud have 
been fome of this kind, which their own 
Charles is faid to have tafted, and re- 
marked at the farne time to the complain- 
ing 
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Ing foldier who prefented It, that it was 
bad, but it might be eaten. You re- 
member the anecdote, no doubt. 

My fervant, who is a German, and has 
wandered over half Europe in various 
fervices, was quite tired with four days of 
fuch miferable accommodation, and ex- 
claimed in a rapture, at the fight of this 
place, that it was *• /e paradis terrejlre*' 
It is, indeed, in itfelf a very neat country 
town, and moft delightfully fituated oa 
the lake Veter. I am jufl returned from 
looking down from the top of the church 
on it, and the furrounding meadows, 
which are all cultivated, and, after the 
defects I have paffed, arc peculiarly grate- 
ful to the eye. The lake itfelf, which is 
near a hundred Englifh miles in length, 
extends far beyond the view to the north, 
and refembles rather the fea, than a piece 
of inland water. I could add fome other 
remarks, but, upon my word, I am too 

much 
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much fatigued J and after my late journey, 
and three nights without having pulled 
pffmy cloaths, a pair of clean fheets has 
charms not to be refilled. So, for the 
prefent, adieu ! 



I fhall continue my letter from Norko" 
ping, or poffibly not till my arrival at 
StQckl^olm, 



Saturday Night, May 21ft, 

T Left JonTcioping Thurfday morning, 
after the enjoyment of all that luxury 
of repofe, which can only be purchafed 
by preceding fatigue. My journey from 
thence, for near thirty miles, lay along 
the {here of the lake Veter, under the 
high mountains which hound it on the 
eafl fide. I then entered the province of 
Eafl- Gothland, and reached the city of 
i^indkoping, which is the capital, the 

f^me 
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fame night. I was charmed to find niyftif 
once more in a civilized and inhabued 
country i every thing had affumed 3 
chearful appearance, and the groves of fir 
were fucceeded by a cultivated and liberal 
foil, covered with ^rain, and exhibiting 
marks of induflry. 




Lindkoping is an inland place, very 
antient, and has nothing to detain a tra- 
veller, except it's cathedral. It was, 
however, fo crouded at the time I was 
there with the Swedifh noblemen and 
their train who were fent to condud: the 
Princefs of Holilein-Eutin, defigned for 
Prince Charles his SwediQi majefty's bro- 
ther, that I had no little difficulty to pro- 
cure a bed. 

I lay at Norkoping laft night, which 
is only twenty miles diftant from the for- 
mer. It is a very large town, and re- 
markable . for it's manufa<flures of fire- 
arms. 
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arms, and every fort of military weapons. 
I went over the whole work, accom- 
panied by the landlord of the inn, who 
{poke Italian, and muft confefs, though I 
am no judge of thefe fort of fabrics, 
which, depend wholly on principles of 
mechanifm, that it appeared to me highly 
to deferve attention. 



About four miles north of the town, I 
paffed the high mountains which feparate 
Eaft-Gothland from the province of Su- 
dermania. Here the country again be- 
comes rocky, barren, and woody. Tiie 
flat and fertile fields which I faw yefter- 
day, have been fucceedcd by a much lefs 
plealing appearance. A fcanty foil, where-. 
induilry, however indefatigable, can only 
produce a fickly harveft, covers the hofom 
of a vaft expanfe of rock, which in many 
places appears bare and hideous, of oaly 
gives birth to a number of firs, which run 
ap to a vaft heigh th on it's naked furface,v , 
3 and' 
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and feem kindly lent by nature to conceat 
in fonie degree her penurious and inhof^ 
pitable afpedt. 
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I now write from a little village about 
tWenty-feven miles from Stockholm, and 
as I have ordered horfes at three o'clock 
in the morning, I hope to reach the capi- 
tal by ten or eleven. 

Ifhould not forget to fay, that the road 
from Helfimborg to this place cannot be 
exceeded by any in Europe, that not ex- 
cepted between London and Bath. It is 
made by the government, as thofe in 
France, and renders travelling very expe- 
ditious, where the relays of horfes are 
provided by a courier. The horfes are 
all very fmall, and, as they harnefs them 
abreafl: of each other, and never drive 
with a fewer number than four, it has 
the air of a triumph^ rather than a poft- 
chaife. 

My 
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My fervant is this moment come to 
inform me, that to-morrow is the feaft of 
Pentecoft j and fuch is the fervor of religi- 
ous feverity in this kingdom, that the 
landlords on the road will not difpatch 
me during divine fervice, nor will the 
gates of Stockholm be opened to me, 
fhould I arrive at them before it is con- 
cluded. There is, however, one fove- 
reign remedy in all thefe cafes, which, I 
make no doubt, is equally efficacious in 
Sweden as in England : a remedy, which 
had it been timely applied by Pope Leo, 
even to the great father of Lutheranifm, 
before his zeal and his ambition were 
Simulated by oppofition, it is more than 
probable, would have flopt his mouth ! 
I do not abfolutely and literally mean 
gold, though it is fomewhat nearly fyno- 
nimous. To explain this, you muft 
know, that whatever quantity of precious 
metals they have in the metropolis of this 
kingdom, I have not yet feen one bit, 

however 
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however fmall, either of gold or filver^ iii 
my long journey from Helfimborg to this 
palace j nor have they,- I arii well affured, 
any fuch commodities in the provinces. 
In heu of thefe two articles generally ufed 
among us, they have two other fpecles^- 
which fupply their place, namely^ copper 
and paper. Their bank-notes are as low 
as one fhilling and fix-pence, and they have 
them of all values, rifing gradually from 
that fum. It is often not a little divert- 
ing, when I tender them one of fifty 
copper doilarsj which is adequate to' 
12S. 6d. EngUih, to fee thera bring both 
their hands full of copper coins,- nor can 
they convert it into current money by any 
other mcans.- 

I remember to have read^ though I 
don't exadtly know where, that the cele- 
l)rated Corrcgio caught the fever of which 
he. died, hy wheeling home in a barrow 
ihs money he had received ia payment 

for 
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for one of his pieces, in a very hot day, 
from the country, the price having been 
laid down in copper. Had Corregio been 
a Swede, I fhould not have been furprifed 
at this (lory ; and if there were any pain- 
ters in this country, I fhould think it muft 
be a very natural and common death 
among them, unlefs they were fortunate 
enough to procure bank-notes. 

This extreme fcarcityj of rather this 
abfolute want of all gold and filver, is 
another evil which originated from 
Charles the Xllth's paffion for war. It 
is well known, that towards the end of 
his reign, he obliged his fubjefts to give 
up all the filver of which they v^^ere pof* 
felled, and in its place he returned thcni 
fmall copper pieces, which he ordered td 
pafs as filver dollars, value nine-pence 
each, throughout his dominions. This 
was Baron Gortz's invention, to fupply 
the king wich money to carry on the 
H waf 
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war in Norway j and it coft him his head 
after the death of his mafter. Numbers 
of thefe coins yet remain, though their 
imaginary value exifts no longer, and they 
are reduced to their intrinlic worth, which 
is fomewhat lefs than a farthing, three of 
them conftituting a halfpenny. I have 
colleded feveral, as I cannot but efteem 
them very curious, and have no doubt, 
that in another century, they will be 
purchafed by Medallifts and Antiquarians 
at a great price. 





The weather is flill extremely cold^ 
and I have been this very day in two hard 
fhowers of hail. There is likewife an 
evident difference between this province, 
and that of Eaft Gothland j in the latter, 
the trees were moftly in leaf, whereas here 
the fpring is much more backv/ard, and in 
fome parts there are fcarce any figns of it's 
approach. Thefe kingdoms may well be 
called the domain of winter, fmce he 
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l-eigns here for nine months In full pof- 
{eHion. 

J (laall fend this by the pofl immedi- 
ately on my arrival at Stoekholm. You 
may expedt to hear of me again in a few 
days, when I have recovered the fatigue 
of this long rout. Mean while, I re- 
main. 

Your affedtionately devoted. 



H 
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LETTER VIL 

Stockholm, Saturday, 28 th May, 1774. 

Continued my journey early next morn- 
ing to this capital. As I approached 
it, the country appeared more rocky, 
barren and defert, and at the diftance of a 
fingle mile from it, one is tempted to fup- 
pofe onefelf in the moft unfrequented and 
defolate wild. Nothing marks the vici- 
nity of a great metropolis. Agriculture 
cannot exert her powers, or labour pro- 
duce harvefts, where nature has denied 
the means. The eye difcerns nothing on 
every fide except firs and rugged rocks j 
and it would feem as if famine had here 
fixed her eternal refidence. 




I entered Stockholm over a floating 
Jjridge of a very confiderable length acrofs 

the 



cm 



10 11 12 13 14 



the river. I was, indeed, flopt at the 
gates, according to the predidlon j but 
policy, and not religion, was the caufe. 
After having undergone a very ftrid: 
fearch, I was permitted to enter the 
city. 



I am lodged at prefent clofc to the pa- 
lace; and, as my landlord informs me, in 
the very apartments where his Grace the 
archbifl:op of Upfal refided during fix 
months, previous to the coronation of his 
prefent majefty, which office he performed. 
You will perhaps fuppofe from this, that 
they are very elegant ; that the hangings 
are of tapeflry, and the chairs covered 
with velvet. Nothing lefs fo, I afTure 
you ! A monk of La Trappe might al- 
moft occupy them without an infringe- 
ment of his vow of mortification j and 
though I pay a ducat and a half, or 14s. a 
week, I was fcarce ever fo indifferently 
lodged in any city of Europe. The qua^^ 
H 3 Uty 
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Iky which induced the archbifliop to take 
them, was, no 3oubt, their neighbour- 
hood to the palace. It would be diffi- 
cult to difcover any other to recommend 
them. 



I cannot fay that I have found many 
charms as yet in this city ; the court are 
all in the country, at their relpedive pa- 
laces, and there is only one public diver- 
sion during the week, which is a Swediih 
opera. What kind of an entertainment 
this is, and how far the language is capa- 
ble of mufical beauty, I am not yet a 
judge, as there was no reprefentation lafl 
Thurfday, which is the night when they 
ufually perform. For want, therefore, of 
other avocation, I have wandered over 
every part of the metropolis, and taken 
different views of it from the numerous 
eminencies which furround it. You may 
poffibly accufe me of prefumption when 
J aflert, that almofi: in every point of view, 

the 
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the fituatlon of Stockholm is injudicious 
and improper for the capital of the king- 
dom. Policyj plenty, and commerce, 
feem all to di£late another part of Sweden 
as much more eligible. Permit me to juf- 
tify my opinion by a few remarks. 

The inhabitants themfelves affure me, 
that the place owed it's original, only 
about three centuries ago, to an accidental 
contingency. The viceroy, who at that 
time governed the country under Chriflian 
the lid of Denmark, determined to found 
a city, and inflead of fixing on a proper 
fpot for the execution of his plan, he 
very wifely fet a large piece of wood afloat 
down the Meier Lake, and refolved that 
at whatever place it (hould flop, there to 
build his projeded town. A fmall ifland 
arrefted the flick in it's progrefs, and the 
name of Stockholm is faid to have been 
given it from this circumilance. 
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I was fhewn the exadl point of land 
where tradition fays it happened, and 
where the iiril buildings of the city were 
ereded. However this be, it v/as hardly 
poiiible to liave found a more barren de- 
fcrt, or a lefs inviting fituation in almofl 
all refpeds. Even the river has a num- 
ber of inconveniencies, as it winds in a 
furpriiing manner, and having no tide?, 
frAps muft iiave a fair wind to reacli the 
town J and fioould it be contrary, it is ab- 
folutely impofiible. If I pointed out that 
part of Sweden, which appears to me 
defigned by nature and wifdom for the 
foundation of a capital, I fhouid mention 
Carlfcrone. It's centrical fituation be- 
tween Copenhagen and Peterfburgh j it's 
vicinity to Pomerania and Germany ; 
the fertile province of Scania, accounted 
the fined in Sweden, behind it ; a port 
capable of containing the whole fleet, 
and in which they are at this time always 
(Rationed ^ it's climate, more mild and 

fputherri 
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fouthern than that of Stockholm by fome 
degrees; all thefe circumftances feem to 
leave an unprejudiced perfon little room 
to difputc it's more advantageous iitua- 
tion. 

There is fomewhat uncommonly fa- 
Vage and inhofpitable in the whole circum- 
jacent country here. Even in this lovely 
feafoHji when all animate and inanimate na- 
ture wakes from the long llumber of a 
polar winter, every thing is joylefs and un- 
fertile, and the rays of the fun are refledled 
from the expanfe of Hone which invefts 
the city round on every fide, and from 
whofe bofom no verdure fprings to regale 
the eycv I repeat inflindtively, as I gaze 
around, the celebrated lines in Churchill's 
Prophecy of Famine, which, however ex- 
aggerated they may be for the country he 
intended to paint, are almoft: ftridly and 
literally true here; nor am I furprifed to 
find a Chriflina ilying from thefe uncivi- 
lized 
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lized arid unlettered kingdoms, to the 
abodes of art and elegance. 

This kingdom has, however, been 
more produdive of immortal and fublime 
fpirits, than all the others of the north. 
I feel myfelf afFedled with a reverential 
awe, as I walk through the church where 
repofe the great names of Guftavus Adol- 
phus, of Torftenfon, of Baner, and Charles 
the Xllth. I tread with decent humility 
over the vaults where their bodies are in- 
terred, and find a melancholy fatisfadtion 
in furveying the marble raifed to their 
deathlefs farae. 



It: 



I have converfed feveral times fince my 
arrival here with Swedes on the fubjecl of 
the victories and death of the lall of thefe 
heroes. They are a) moll unanimous in 
the apprehenfion, or rather avowal, that 
he was put to death by thofe about him, 
and did not fall by a ihot from the walls 

Qf 
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of Fredericfliall, as is commonly fuppofed. 
As every circumftance relative to the fall 
of fo extraordinary a man intereftsj and 
as there feems great reafon to imagine he 
did not die by the chance of war, you 
will, I doubt not, forgive me if I am 
fomewhat minute on this article. 



Monfieur Voltaire has taken great 
pains to prove the contrary, and to vindi- 
cate the engineer who accompanied him, 
at the time, from fo foul a fufpicion. I, 
however, think his reafons very apocry- 
pha], and even fome of the fads he re- 
lates, as rather tending to give rife to an 
oppofite conclufion. " The king," fays 
he, " walked out to view the ftate of the 
*• advances made by his forces: it was 
" nightj he kneeled down the better to 
*' infped: them, and leaned his head on 
*' his hands. In this attitude, amid the 
" darknefs, he received a ball into his 
** temple, and £d[ on the parapet, fetch- 
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*' ing a deep figh. He was dead in aa 
" inftant; but in that inftant he had yet 
" force and courage to put his hand to 
" his fword, and lay in that pofture. 
*' Megret, a French engineer, immedi- 
" ately faid with a coolnefs which diftin- 
" guifhed his charader — " The play is 
"over; let us be gone P' I quote by 
memory, and therefore afk Voltaire's par- 
don if 1 do not exactly and literally relate 
it as he has given it to the world; but 
nothing material is added or omitted. 




li 



The Swedes allow moft of thefe cir- 
cumftances to be true, though they infer 
very differently. Is it, fay they, proba- 
ble, that a ball from the fort fired at ran- 
dom, and in the night, fhould fo exadtly 
enter the king's brain? Or is it not much 
more natural to believe that a piftol from 
fome nearer hand gave fo well-aimed and 
decifive a blow ? His attitude indicated 
an intention of defence from fome near 

attack J 
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attack; nor would he have laid his hand 
on his fword to re fi ft a cannon fliot. 



Megret's remark was fuch, as one can 
with difficulty fuppofe any man to make 
on fo difallrous and unexpeded an event, 
as the king's death, and feems rather that 
of a man who had a pre-fentiment of the 
winding up of this bloody cataftrophe. 
Add to this, that the Swedes were tired 
of a prince, under whom they had loii 
their richeft provinces, their braveft troops, 
their national riches ; and who yet, un- 
tamed by adverlity, purfued an unfuc- 
cefsful and pernicious war, nor would 
ever have liftened to the voice of peace, 
or confulted the internal tranquillity of 
his country. Baron Gortz's oppreffions, 
fuperadded to thefe, were intolerable j 
and no refource remained, unlefs to dif- 
patch the king. It was a very favorable 
opportunity, and was improved to the ut- 
moft. The prince of HciTe, his brother- 

in- 
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jn-law, made little enquiry into the affair, 
and all pafTed without noife or tumult. 
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I have been the more inclined to give 
credit to this relation of Charles's death, 
from my own remarks on his drefs. In 
the arfenal they prefcrve with great care, 
the cloaths he was habited in at the time 
he fell. Thefe I have examined very mi- 
nutely. The coat is a plain blue cloth 
regimental one, fuch as every common 
fbldier wore. Round the waift he had 
a broad buff-leather belt, in which hung 
his fword. The hat is torn only about 
an inch fquare in that part of it which 
lies over the temple, and certainly would 
have been much more injured by a large 
fhot. His gloves are made of very fine 
leather, and as the left one is perfedly 
clean and unfoiled, could only have been 
newly put on. The right hand glove is 
covered in the infide with blood, and the 
belt, at that part where the handle or hik 
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of his fword lay, is likewife bloody j fo 
that it feems clear he had previoufly put 
his hand to his head on receiving the blow, 
before he attempted to draw his fword, 
and make refiftance. However, as he 
expired in the inftant, no abfolute infe- 
rence can be made j and after having ex- 
haufted conjefture, we muft draw a 
veil over this ambiguous and dark tranf- 
adlion, and reft contented with that igno- 
rance and uncertainty which fo often 
waits on the deaths of fovereigns. Dr. 
Johnfton has drawn the moft finiflied and 
mafterly portrait of this extraordinary 
man, which ever fell from the pen of 
genius. Do you remember the four con- 
cluding lines ? They defcribe his death. 

" His fall was deflin'd to a barren ftrand, 
" A petty fortrefs, and a dubious handj 
" He left the name at which the, worJd 

grew pale, 
" To point a moral, or adorn a tale," 
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I {hzU not take up your time by a de* 
fcription of palaces, which are ever a repe- 
tition of the fame ideas, and ufualjy pre-^ 
fent nothing befides hangings, gildinff, 
and paintings, all over the world. Thofe 
in Sweden, though numeroas enough, are 
even lefs fplendid or magnificent than I 
have feen in moft other countries of Eu- 
rope. Neither architedure or painting 
difpky their beauties here, in. any great 
degree; and their monarchs, though 
crowned with laurels and military tro- 
phies, have never fignalized themfelves by 
the protedion of the fofter arts> which 
humanize and refine a nation. There is, 
however, one fignal exception to this re- 
mark in the perfon of the prefent Queen 
Dowager. This exalted lady, who is fif- 
ter to the reigning king of Pruffia, is the 
avowed protedrefs of letters, and encou- 
rager of merit. During her hufoand's life 
(he poffeffed an almoft unlimited influ- 
ence over affairs of itate; but at prefent 
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ihe leads a more retired and fccluded life. 
Her fummer refidence is at Droningholm. 
This palace is the only one I fliall mi- 
nutely defcribe to you. It is neither large 
or fplendid, but on the contrary is com- 
pofed of brickj and was ereded by Charles 
the Xth, about the middle of the laft cen^ 
tury. It's fituation is fingular, on the 
banks of the Meier Lake, which almoft 
wafhes one of it's fides. The gardenSi 
which are large, and extend in front of it, 
form a fine contraft to the profpeds from 
every other part, which are only rude 
rocks, firs, and water. It is the triumph 
of cultivation and elegance,- oppofed to 
that of a favage wildernefs. All the apart- 
ments of the palace demonflrate the fine 
tafte of it's owner. Some of them contain 
coUedions of gems and medals ; others 
are filled with natural curiofities, marbles, 
petrefadions, and infeds. The names of 
Paul Veronefe, of Rubens, and of Rem- 
brandt, are not here unknown, and feveral 
I of 
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of their befl pieces appear in the rooms. 
—I was aftonifhed to fee fo ample a li- 
brary j the books are colleded with great 
judgment, and are in every branch of fci- 
ence. I have been affured the queen un- 
derftands Latin as well as the modern 
languages ; and I could not help remark- 
ing a Horace which lay open on her read- 
ing defk, among feveral Englifh, French, 
and Italian authors. She has enriched 
this palace with many valuable antiqui- 
ties brought from Herculaneumj and the 
idols of Egypt, Serapis, Ifis, and the Dog 
Anubis, are among her colledion. I muft 
own I was very agreeably difappointed to 
find myfelf furrounded with all the richeft 
produdions of Greece and Italy, at a lit- 
tle villa on the banks of a lake in Sweden, 
the very, name of which is hardly known 
in Europe, and where I only expefted to 
iee the ftandards of Charles the Xllth, or 
the battles of Guftavus Adolphus, wove 
in tapeftry. 1 fliould not forget, however, 
3 t» 
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to mention two galleries which are paint- 
ed in that ftyle : one is decorated with 
the vidories of Charles the Xth, and the 
other with thofe of his fon Charles the 
Xlth. The kings of this country feem to 
have pofleffed talents for war by hereditary 
right; and we find not one of them, who 
appears in that point of lightj to have de- 
generated from their great founder Gu- 
ftavus Vafa* In the gardens, the queen 
dowager has lately built a little palace of 
pleafure, in a femi-circular form, compof- 
ed of feveral apartments fitted up in that 
tafte which we ufually call the Chinefej 
though, unlefs a few Mandarins and Vafes 
of China form this ftyle, of which we 
really know fcarce any thingj it may juft 
as well be called an European ftrudure, 
where whimfy and caprice form the predo- 
minant charadter, and fpread a grotefque 
air through the whole. I have> however, 
received high entertainment from the view 
of this little fequeftered retreat, whicK 
I 2 perhaps. 
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perJiaps, from the many various objeds of 
curiofity it contains, merits the attention of 
a traveller above any thing in the kingdom. 



V! ";'.: i 



The city of Stockholm forms a very 
flriking contrafi: to the capital of Den- 
mark, from whence I am lately come. It 
is larger confiderably; but it's fuperiority 
of fize refults more from Angularity of ii- 
tuation, than any real advantage it has 
over Copenhagen in that refpedr. It is 
built on feven fmall idands or rocks form- 
ed by the river, and the fuburbs extend 
on the main land to a confiderable diftance 
north and fouth. The inequality of the 
ground renders almoft all the ftreets ileep 
and inconvenient for carriages, but the 
houfes are lofty and handfome, though 
chiefly compofed of brick. It is enlarged 
nearly or quite half iince the death of 
Charles the Xllth, and there, are many 
very noble ftreets in thefe new quarters, 
of a vafl: length. 
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In the midfl cf the city, ftands the 
royal palace, on a hill very fleep on every 
fide, and commands a complete profpedt 
of the metropolis, the river, and circum- 
jacent country. It is fquare, fronting 
every way, and though much inferior in 
convenience or fplendor in the internal part 
to that of Copenhagen, has a better effed: 
when viewed from without. It was be- 
gun by Charles the Xlth, continued un- 
der Frederic and the late king, but is 
not yet totally compleated.— During the 
winter, the whole royal family refide in 
it, though difperfed in the fummer 
months at their refpedtive country- feats. 
I have feen all the apartments, many of 
which are fplendidly furnifl-ied ; but there 
is nothing which can vie with Droning- 
holm in the exhibition of art and refine- 
ment. 






Scarce any thing can be imagined more 

lovely and agreeable, than the appearance 
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of the river; it is divided into a number 
of branches, the fides of which are cover- 
ed with public buildings, and elegant 
houfes. In fome places, where the breadth 
is very confiderable, it's ftream is perfed:ly 
tranquil and flow : in others, where the 
channel is narrow, it ruflies through with 
the impetuofity of a torrent. So many 
fmall iflands are formed by it below the 
town, that almoft every magazine of naval 
or military ftores pofTelTes a detached one; 
and there is a wild and romantic caft 
through the whole landfcape, which is not 
unpleaii ng to the fpedator. 

The quay is not long, but of a prodi- 
gious breadth, exceeding in that refpedt 
any I ever faw in my life ; and I am af- 
fured there is ten fathom water clofe to 
the fliorc, 

I fhall have the honor of being prefent- 
cd to the king Thurfday next. You may 
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expefl: to hear from me, after I have fcen 
a prince. fo diftinguifhed for his abilities, 
and who, at the age of twenty-fix, has 
changed the form of government without 
blood or difficulty : till then adieu ! 

Your's, &c. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Stockholm, Friday, 3d June, 1774, 

T Will endeavor, as far as pofiible, to 
-^ comply Vv'ith your requeft relative to 
the young king of Sweden, and to draw 
a faithful portrait of him from the lights 
I have been able to obtain. His perfon, 
charadler, and adlions, are all fubjefts fo 
agreeable and flattering, that there is little 
i]ced to requeft a Swede to converfe upon 
them. You muft excufe me if I carry 
you a little back in their hiftory, in order 
to give you a more complete idea of the 
late revolution, and prefent form of go- 
vernment. 

The oppreffion of the concluding years 
of the reign of Charles the Xllth was 
fuch, that on his death in jyi8, the 
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ftates obliged his fifter Ulrica EJeonora, 
previous to her afcending the throne, to 
renounce all hereditary right, or abfolute 
power, and to hold the crown merely by 
eledive confent. She refigned even this 
limited fovereignty two years after, into 
the hands of her hufband the prince of 
Hefle, who died in 1751. He had the 
reputation of a brave and adive king, and 
it is generally apprehended, would have 
repoiTelfed himfelf of that power which 
his queen had been deprived of, if his 
want of children had not made him in- 
different to an acquifition, which he could 
not tranfmit to his defcendants. 



Adolphus, the late fovercign, was a 
weak man, and under him the democra- 
tical authority attained it's utmoft heighth, 
The royal revenue was very inadequate to 
his dignity, and his weight in the fcale 
of sfovernment inconfiderable and de- 
fpifed. 

In 
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In this fituation Guftavus the Hid fuc- 
ceeded to the crown. He poffeffed the 
fame advantage over his two immediate 
predecefTors, which his prefent majefty 
George the Hid of England did over his, 
on his acceffion ; that he was born in the 
country over which he reigned, and fpoke 
the language perfedly. The Swedes, 
who, fince the year 1720, had feen only 
foreigners on the throne, were charmed 
to have once more a king from among 
themfelves; and I have been iliewn, fince 
my arrival here, feveral filver medals 
flruck to commemorate this happy sra, 
on the reverfe of which is this infcription 
— Fadern's land et, " It is my native 
land." 

If one may credit the accounts given of 
the late procedures of government, while 
veiled in the fenate, it was high time to 
redrefs the injuries they did the Aate, 
which fuifered greater evils from the irre- 

folution. 
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folution, the delays, the divifions of a 
large afTembly, than it can even undergo 
from an abfolute monarch. Time had 
matured thefe feeds of dilTatisfadion, and 
a young prince beloved by his fubjeds, 
was ready to take advantage of them. 

I do not intend here to give an account 
pf a revolution, the minuteft particulars 
of which were tranfmitted at the time 
tfirough all Europe, and which is too re- 
cent to be forgotten. 

On the 19th of Auguft, 1772, this ex- 
traordinary event was produced, which 
again reftored to the crown thofe preroga- 
tives fl:e had loll for more than half a 
century. The king's fecrecy, addrefs, and 
diffimulation in fo dangerous and critical 
a junfture, far furpaffed what might have 
been expeded from his age. It is faid 
only five perfons in the kingdom were en- 
trufled with the defign, which was car- 
ried 
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ried into execution with as much vigor, 
as it had been planned with fagacity and 
judgment. The foldiery and the people 
were fucceffively gained by the eloquence 
with which the young king addreiTed 
them, who plainly evinced the vafi: im- 
portance of this quality in popular commo- 
tions, and public affairs. Very few perfons 
were imprifoned, and that only for a fhort 
time; nor have any of them experienced, 
in the fmalleft degree, any diminution of 
the royal favor on account of their oppo- 
fition. The fenate took a new oath of al- 
legiance to the prince, and tranquillity 
was reflored throughout the kingdom. 

You muft not, however, fuppofe that 
an unlimited monarchy, refembling either 
that of France or Spain, is eflablfhed in 
Sweden. On the contrary, they pretend 
that the prefent form of government is 
built on the model of the Enghfli one, 
and that in fome important particulars, 
3 the 
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the fovereign is more reftrided than ours, 
fince he can neither make war or peace 
without the approbation of the other 
branches of the adminiftration. It is, 
however, difficult to fay, what limits are 
exaaiy fixed, or how far they may be en- 
larged and infringed, particularly under a 
prince who has already fucceeded in his 
firft enterprize, and certainly po&ffcs, in 
an eminent degree, many of thofe qualifi- 
cations and talents, which have a prodigi- 
ous effed on the multitude. He is affa- 
ble in his manners and converfation to 
condefcenfion, and often makes unexped:- 
ed vifits to perfons of very inferior rank, 
where he behaves with an eafe and polite- 
nefs which muft infallibly render him 
beloved. He infpeds into every depart- 
ment of ftate in his own perfon, and the 
meaneft fubjed may prefent his grievances 
without fear of repulfe. His foldiery 
adore him, and the peculiar attention he 
pays to their difcipline, the continual re- 
views 
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views he makes of his fegiments in diffe- 
rent parts of his dominions^ his difdairi 
of fatigue, and undoubted perfonal cou- 
rage, may probably render Sweden fome 
years hence more important in the fcale of 
Europe, than fhe has been fince Charles's 
death. At this inftant, there is a camp 
formed only half a mile without Stock- 
holm, where his majefty is prefent every 
day, where he receives the compliments 
ef the nobility and people of condition in 
his tent, and where he ufually fleeps. 
Very large reviews are intended in Scania, 
and in Finland ; great military ftores are 
continually laid up, and every thing has 
the appearance of forecaft and defign. 
Unable to reward thofe officers who ad- 
hered particularly to him at the revolu^ 
tion, with penfions or pecuniary emolu- 
ments, he has found means to attach them 
by ribbons and ftars, which he diftributed 
without parfimony, and which are equally 
effedual, without draining an exhaufied 
\ treafury. 
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treafury. He has likewife founded a new 

order of Jcnighthood, known by the name 

of Vafa, defigned for men of merit in 

every ftation, and which is conferred, 

without the leaft attention to birth or di- 

ilindion, on every man who deferves well 

of his country. He is aftive on all occa- 

fions, more commonly on horfe-back than 

in a carriage, and has rarely any of the 

parade of royalty. In his perfon he is rather 

low, and inclined to thinnefs ; his face is 

not handfome, and, what is fingular, one 

fide of it does not refemble the other, his 

features being a little diftorted j an accident 

which probably happened in the birth. 

The Swedes unlverfally lament that he 
has no children by the queen ; and it is on 
this account, that his next brother Prince 
Charles is now married, in hopes of an 
heir to the throne. The king is faid not 
to be of an amorous complexion, or at- 
tached to women. 

When 
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When I went over the palace ibme 
days ago, I was ftruck with a fmall head 
of a beautiful woman, in his own private 
apartment. The attendant informed me, 
it was a lady to whom the king was much 
devoted, when on his travels; that (he is 
fmce dead; and that when he received the 
news, he bunt info tears, and would not 
be ken for two days ; fo paffionate was 
his regard to her memory*. 




I could not help remarking likewife, 
in thofe rooms which his majefty occu- 
pies, that the walls were covered with 
views of Narva and Pultowa, and on the 
tables lay plans of battles and fieges in- 
numera"l>le, chiefly thofe fought by 
Charles the Xllth and the other Swediih 
kings. 

* I have been fince affured this perfon was a 
French lady of high rank, and daughter to the mi- 
nifter who was difgraced only a few years ago. 

You 
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tnore than the alliance between the 
crowns, renders them fecure on that quar- 
ter; and Poland, torn by inteftine com- 
motions, is not now in the condition flie 
was, under A'uguftus, who joined Saxony 
to his eleftive kingdom. PruiTia is in the 
elofeft union of blood and friendlhipi but 
experience has taught how brittle are all 
the tyes which unite monarchs and poli- 
ticians. 



. I iliall referve this till I return from my 
propofed tour to Upfal and the iron mines. 
I fet out this evening. Mean while, 
adieu ! 
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Elfcar-Eue, Thurfday Night, 8th June, 1774. 

T T N E Q^u A L as I find my powers of 
defcription to the beautiful difplays 
of nature I have been witnefs to lince 
quitting Stockholm; mean and imperfedl 
as muft be the idea I can convey of ob- 
jeds which elude the chain? of language, 
and to be fully felt muft have been feen ; 
I fhali yet adhere to my promife, and 
endeavor to give you a narrative of my 
journey, while the imprellions it has 
made on my imagination are ftill lively, 
and the traces undecayed by fucceeding 
ideas. 



I quitted Stockholm laft Friday, in 

company with a gentleman who did me 

the. honor to be my guide, and to whofc 

5 polite- 
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politenefs and attention I am exceedingly 
indebted. We ftepped into our vis-a-vis 
about fix in the evening, after floring it 
with wine and cold provifions fufficient 
for a much longer journey, and which the 
Swedish hofpitality has hardly fuffered us 
yet to diminifti; we only flopped to 
change horfes, and about three o'clock 
in the morning arrived at the gentle- 
man's feat where we propofed making 
a fhort ftay. I can hardly fay we drove 
by night, fmce at this feafon of the year, 
darknefs is unknown, and I could have 
very eafily read a good print at midnight. 
The houfe is built in one of the mod eli- 
o-ible and pleafant fituations I have feen, 
on the banks of a lake, about nine Englifli 
miles in circumference, and in a culti- 
vated country. In the afternoon of the 
enfuing day, Vv'e crofled the lake in a boat 
where it was about a league broad, to 
view the ruins of a caftle on the oppofite 
fide, which exadly faces the houfe where 
K 3 we 
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we were entertainedj and forms a beautiful 
termination of the view. An antient pea- 
fant, who was at work at the garden ad- 
joining to it, conduced us through fach 
of the apartments as are yet accelTible. He 
faid, it was called Xvlorby Palace, and had 
been built no lefs than eleven hundred 
years ago, as tradition delivered, by a 
bifhop's daughter. It palled afterwards 
into the renowned family of the Oxen- 
ilierns, who inhabited it in the laft cenr- 
tury, but quitted it on account of it's con- 
tinual want of repairs, which rendered it 
untenable. He added, that many of the 
Swedifh fovereigns in days of yore, had 
vifited it, and that national diets had been 
held within it's walls. It has, indeed, a 
moft venerable and majeftic appearance at 
this time, and there feemed to be an air of 
departed fplendor fpread through the 
whole, which corroborated very flrongly 
the peafant's ftory. The evening was 
pncommonly fine, the fun flione full upon 

the 
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the ruins of the building, and it's walls 
were waOied by the waters of the lake. 
All nature around was ferene and placid ; 
no wind ruffled the furface. I rowed out 
a fmall diftance from the palace, and 
plunged into the water : 1 think I never 
enjoyed the luxury cf bathing in a higher 
dec^ree. We returned before fupper to 
our benevolent hoft, who omitted nothing 
to render our vifit agreeable, and preffing- 
]y folicited us to prolong it fome days. 
Early next morning, however, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey, and were enter- 
tained at anothaf magnificent country feat 
belonging to the fame gentleman, about 
thirty miles from the firft, by his fteward, 
to whom he had previoufly fent orders for 
that purpofe. We drove twenty miles in 
the afternoon, and alighted about five 
at a palace rather than a villa belong- 
in o- to a lady, whofe hufband was an 
Englifhman, and is lately dead. The 
p^me of the hoafe is Forfmark. She was 
K 4 playing 
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playing at chefs with an old nobleman 
when we entered, and moft politely bid 
us welcome, requefting us at the fame 
time to make as long a flay as our time 
would admit. I complied with [o polite 
an invitation without knowing the fuper- 
added inducements I afterwards found, 
and which were but too powerful in their 
influence over me. Tea was brought, 
and two ladies, who as well as ourfelves 
were vifitors, entered the room. The el- 
deft of thefe might, perhaps, be about 
fixty. She not only fpoke French per- 
feaiy well, but converfed very fluently 
in Englifli, which Oie acquired from 
Count Gyllenbourg's lady, who was a na- 
tive of England, and was married to the 
count during his refidence as envoy at 
the court of London, in the reign of 
George the Firft. The youngeft, who 
was her niece, might have pafied her 
nineteenth, but I think could not have 
compleated her twentieth year. A few 

fricckles 
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freckles which the fun had produced on 
her fkin, in fpite of every care to prevent 
it only ferved to fet off the fairefl com- 
plexion in the world. Her features 
were very fmall, and the contour of her 
face more approaching to the roulid than 
crval. Her under lip in fpeaking hung a 
little down, and difclofed at times a range 
of teeth perfectly clean and white. The 
colour of her eyes was grey; but nature 
had given them a perfuafive and affeding 
eloquence, which left the gazer no power 
to remark critically that defed, if fuch it 
was. Her hands were exquifitely form- 
ed ; her fingers long, and her nails finely 
fhaped. Her habit was zjefuite a la cam- 
pagne. It was of a purple brown, trim- 
med with white lilk, and reaching to the 
wrifts. What it denied, however, to the 
view in one part, it difclofed in another. 
Her arms were invifible j but her neck, 
down to that part where it fwells into the 
bofom, was expofed to \itvf ; it's white- 
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nefs might challenge a comparifon to fnow 
without any metaphor: round it £he wore 
a blue and white fattin binding, and fromi 
that depended a little diamond crofs, 
which in any other iituation might have 
attraded notice, but here was loft in the 
fuperior charms of the breaft on which it 
repofed. Her hair was light, and drelTed 
with a very becoming grace. When (he 
went out, fhe wore a white riding hat fur- 
mounted with a black feather, and cover- 
ed her face with a thin veil of green filk. 
Through her whole perfon and drefs was 
a ■propretc and neatnefs which was ftrik- 
ingly attradive, and which had peculiar 
merit in a country where the women of 
every condition are rather liable to the 
contrary imputation. You muft not 
wonder at the minutenefs of this portrait,- 
which, had you converfcd with the origi- 
nal, you would be tempted eafily to for- 
give. Her converfation was fuch as be- 
came a perfon of education and condition. 

She 
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She Tpoke the pureft French, and with the 
moft graceful delivery. She fung prettily, 
and at my requeft favored me with two 
or three SwediQi as well as French fongs. 
I was more pleafed with the former, which 
I did not underfland, than with the lat- 
ter, which I could perfedly comprehend. 
The reafon was, I remarked, or thought I 
could remark, a fomething in her manner, 
in her eyes, in her adion, when One Ring 
the firfi:, which was not to be traced in. 
the other. I wiflied to know the fenti- 
ment couched under the words, and de- 
fired her to inform me what was the fub- 
jedl of them. She declined this explana- 
tion, from an incapacity of transfufing it's 
beauty into another ianguagej and I feem- 
ed perfedlly convinced that her avowed 
excufe was juft, though my heart affigned 
a truer reafon for her refufal, and gave me 
perhaps as faithful an idea of the fong, 
3S a literal tranilation could have done. 
It is needlefs_ to fay I paid to fuch a wo- 
man 
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being one of the fixteen fenators, and a 
knight of the Seraphim, which is the 
moft honorable of any order. Our con- 
verfation turning on Charles the Xllth, 
his charader, and viftories, I afked him, 
if he remembered that monarch's death, 
and would favor me with the particulars 
of it. He gave me the fulleft anfwer to 
this queftion, which, as it is perhaps the 
moft authentic and indifputable authority 
to be procured, I fliall repeat, as nearly 
as my memory u^^As me, in his own 
words. 



" There are now very few men alive, 
faid he, who can fpeak with fo much 
certainty to that point as myfelf. I was 
in the camp before Fredericfliall, and had 
the honour to ferve the king in quality of 
page, on that night when he was killed. 
I have no doubt that he was affaffinated. 
The night was extremely dark, and it was 
almoil an impoffibility that a ball from the 

fort 
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fort Gould enter his head at the diflanee^ 
and on the foot where he flood. I favv 
the king's body, and am certain the wound 
in his temple was made by a piftol bu]Jet. 
Who gave it, is unknown. . Siker was fuf- 
peded, becaufe he was not with his ma- 
jefty previous to the- blow, but appeared 
a moment after. Thofe, added he, who 
are ufed to military affairs, know the re- 
port and noife wliich a cannon ball makes j 
but the report of the Qiot which dcdroyed 
the king was that of a piece clofe at hand, 
and totally different. I do not believe the 
prince of Heffe was concerned, or privy 
to it, in any degree j but the belief that he 
was put to death by a private hand, was 
general in the arm.y at the time." — I leave 
you to make your own reflexions on this 
very extraordinary and dark tranfaQion. 
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The Count had vifited, after Charles's 
death, almoft all the courts of Europe; he 
was in England in 1722, and knew Mr< 
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Walpole (afterwards fo celebrated) at that 
time. He had been in company with 
the celebrated regent of France, and Au- 
gufius icing of Poland. He vifited the 
beautiful Countefs of Konigfmarc, miftrefs 
of that monarch, after her retreat to the 
Abby of Quedlingbourg, and affured me 
her perfon was then wondroufly attradive, 
though {he was in the decline of life. He 
was in the court of Denmark during the 
reign of Frederic the IVth; but had never 
the pleafure to fee the greateft prince and 
man of his age, Peter the III. 

I was abfolutely enchanted with the 
converfation of this venerable nobleman, 
and felt that v/ifdom can fafcinate as much 
as beauty, where it is fo pre-eminently 
poffefled. Will you not then applaud my 
philofophy and felf-command, when I 
inform you, that in fpite of fo many in- 
ducements to prolong my ftay, I yet forced 
myfelf away the following evening, and 

purfued. 
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purfued, though with relutflance, my in- 
tended journey ? I muft, however, tiien^ 
tion to you one circumftance relative to 
the young lady of whom I /poke before, 
which may perhaps make you fmile at my 
expence. There is an odd etiquette ad- 
jufted in this part of the world for female 
deportment, which permits to a lover or 
an acquaintance, the mofi: unbounded fa- 
miliarity with the hand of his miftrefs, 
which he may kifs, fqueeze, prefs, or do 
with almoft whatever he has a mind; but 
her lips, nay, her very cheek is a palladi- 
um which fhe guards with unremitting 
vigilance, and to which neither elo- 
quence or fubtilty can ufually procure 
him any accefs. I was refolved to try 
whether I could not furmount this vexa- 
tious obftacle, and obtain one conquefl over 
the tyranny of prefcription. I was con- 
vinced no addrefs or contrivance would 
avail me, without the additional force of 
authority and example to influence her. 

I be- 
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I bethought me of a flratagem, and al- 
ready bound my brow with the myrtles 
I was certain to gather. When I bid the 
whole company adieu, I began with the 
miftrefs of the manfion, and returning her 
my warmeft acknowledgements for her 
bounty and hofpitality, bowed moft re- 
fpeftfully on her hand, which (he gave 
me to falute. " And now, madam," faid 
I in Engli/h to the old lady, " I fhall 
take leave of you in the Englifli Ryle : 
I am fure you have no objedlion." So 
faying, I put my arms about her neck, 
and ki/Ted her, cheek. She was very well 
fatfsfied with this piece of gallantry, and 
faid to me, laughing, " Go and ferve 
Charlotte fo." I advanced elate with 
joy, and throwing into my attitude and 
countenance the utmoft humility Md fup- 
plication, aiked, if I might not afpire to 
fuch an honor. I fliould not, however, 
have vi^aited for an explicit confent, and 
was juil going to reap the fruit of my in- 
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ther flie did not partly repent of having 
refufed, from an illiberal prejudice, fo in-^ 
nocent a liberty, I cannot pretend to fay j 
and I was too much mortified and too 
inuch vexed at the time by fo unimpor- 
tant and ridiculous a trifle, to concern 
myfelf to afcertain the principles on which 
her behaviour was founded. I foon, how* 
everj recovered my gaiety, which this 
accident had clouded, and prepared my" 
fdf for a very different feene, than that 
ofForfmark. 



We lay at a very pretty village called 
0/larby on Monday night, and went a- 
bout three miles next morning to fee the 
mines of Danmora. They are celebrated 
for producing the fineft iron-ore in Eu- 
rope, the iron of which is exported into 
every country, and conftitutes one of the 
moft important fources of the national 
wealth and royal revenue, The ore is 
not dug, as in the mines of tin or coal, 
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which we have in England, but is torn 
up by powder. This operation is perform- 
ed every day at noon, and is one of the 
moft tremendous and awful, it is poffible 
to conceive. We arrived at the mouth of 
the great mine, which is near half an En- 
glifh mile in circumference, in time to 
be prefent at it. Soon after twelve, the 
firft explofion began. I cannot compare 
it to any thing fo aptly as fubterraneous 
thunder, or rather vollies of artillery dif- 
charged under ground. The ftones are 
thrown up by the violence of the powder 
to a vaft heighth above the furface of the 
earth, and the concuffion is fo great as to 
fhake the furrounding earth or rock on 
every fide. I felt a pleafure correfted 
with terror as I hung over this vaft and 
giddy hollow, to the bottom of which 
the eye attempts in vain to penetrate. As 
foon as the explofions were finifiaed, I ds" 
termined, however, to defcend into the 
mine. There is no way to do this, but in a 

large 
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large deep bucket capable of containing 
three perfons, and fattened by chains to a 
rope. The infpeaor, at whofe houfe I 
had flept the preceding night, took no 
little pains to diffuad^ me from the refo- 
lution, and affured me not only that the 
rope or chains fometlmes broke, but that 
the fnow and ice which lodged on the 
fides of the mine frequently tumbled in, 
and deftroyed the workmen, nor could he 
warrant my abfolute fecurity from one or 
both of thefe accidents. Finding, how- 
ever, that I was deaf to all his remon- 
ftrances, he provided me a clean bucket, 
and put two men into it to accompany 
me. The gentleman who travelled with 
me, had already been into the mines of 
Fahlun in Dalecarlia, where there is a 
ladder for that purpofe, and he did not 
chufe to fee a fecond mine, after having 
once gratified his curiofity. I wrapped 
myfelf therefore in my great coat, and 
ftepped into the bucket. The two men 
L 2 followed. 
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followed, and we were let down. I am 
iiot afliamed to own that when I found 
jpiyfelf thus fufpended between heaven 
and earth by a rope, and looked down 
into the deep and dark abyfs below me, 
to which I could fee no termination;, 
I fhuddered with apprehenfion^, and half 
repented my curiofity. This was, how- 
ever, only a momentary fenfation, and 
before I had defcended a hundred feet, 
I looked round on the fcene with very to- 
lerable compofure. I was near nine mi- 
nutes before I reached the bottom, it 
being eighty fathoms, or four hundred 
apd eighty feet. The view of the mine^, 
when I fet my foot to the earth, was aw- 
ful and fublime in the highefl: degree; 
whether terror or pleafure forrned the 
predominant feeling as I looked at it, is 
hard to fay. The light of the day was 
very faintly admitted into thefe fubterra- 
nean caverns. In many places it was ab- 
folutely loft, and flambeaux Supplied it's 
3 place. 
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place. I faw beams of wood acrofs fome 
parts from one fide of the rock to the o- 
ther, where the iMiners fat, employed in 
boring holes for the admiffion of powder, 
with as much unconcern as I could have 
felt in any ordinary employment, though 
the lead dizzinefs, or even a failure in pre- 
ferving their equilibrium, muft have made 
them lofe their feat, and daOied them to 
pieces againft the rugged furface of the 
rock beneath. The fragments torn up 
by the explofion previous to my defcent 
lay in vaft heaps on all fides, and the whole 
fcenc was calculated to infpire a gloomy 
admiration in the beholder. A confine- 
ment for life in thefe horrible iron dun^ 
geons, muft furely, of all puniHiments 
which human fubtlety has devifed, be one 
of the moft terrible. I remained three 
quarters of an hour in thefe gloomy and 
frightful caverns, and traveried every part 
of them which was acceffible, conduced 
by my guides. The weather above was 
L 4 very 
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drawn up, and can moft ferloufly affure 
you I felt fo little terror while reafcend- 
ing, compared with that of being let 
down,, that I am convinced, in five or fix 
times more I {hould have, been perfedlly 
indifferent to it, and could have folved a 
problem in mathematics, or compofed a 
fonnet to my miftrefs, in the bucket, with- 
out any degree of fright or apprehenfion. 
So ftrong is the effeA of cuftom on the 
human mind, and fo contemptible does 
danger or horror become when familiarized 
by continual repetition ! 

Leaving the mines of Danmora, we 
proceeded to the feat of Baron de Geer at 
Loffta, which is about twenty miles dif- 
tant. He was gone himfelf into the 
province of Geftricia only the day before; 
but had left the ftrifteft orders for our en- 
tertainment and reception with his Rew- 
ard, who performed with pundtuality his 
raafter's command, and feemed to know 

no 
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no bounds to his hofpitality and refped. 
This is one of the handfomefl country 
feats in Sweden, and is, I believe, one of 
the moft northern in Europe. Nature is 
every where forced at an immenfe ex- 
pence, and art has omitted nothing to 
embellifli and adorn a fpot, which, with- 
out it, muft be a melancholy marfli, de- 
void of any beauty or charm. It may 
be a very agreeable re/idence for a few 
weeks in July and Auguft, but is too 
near the pole to be tolerable the far 
greater part of the year, during fix months 
of which it is buried in fnows. The 
ground has not been totally free from it 
more than three weeks at this time^ and 
though the fun fhone very clear yefterday 
morning, yet the wind being at north- 
caft, which comes from the deferts of 
Lapland, it was fo cold, that I was half 
froze even in a great coat. Such is 
my deteftation of thefe inhofpitable and 
polar countries, that no honors or for- 
tunes 
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tunes could tempt me to remain in them, 
and I would rather refide in a cottage be- 
neath a temperate and genial heaven, than 
in a palace inverted (o many months with 
ice and darknefs. This fentiment the 
Swedes laugh at, and affure me that there 
are pleafures in furs and fledges, and the 
rigors of winter, of which I have no con- 
ception. I am very ready to allow it, 
and only defire to be excufed from expe- 
riencing them in my own perfon. I pre- 
fume the inhabitants pf Karga \inder the 
Pole;, where the Ruffian nobles are often 
fent, can likewife find reafon to admire 
their native climate, and juftify the pre- 
diledion we always feel for thofe objedts 
to which we are accuftomed. 



From Baron de Geer's feat, we had a- 
bout twenty-five miles to the river Dahl, 
which divides the provinces of Upland 
and Geftricia. Here we left our carriage, 
and paiTed over in a boat to the illand of 
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Elfcar-EuCj, from whence I now write. 
It is about three miles in circumference, 
and almoft entirely covered with woods of 
afpin, birch, and fir, which at this feafon 
of the year are very beautiful, and fpread 
a gloom and awfulnefs not unpleafing to 
a contemplative mind. We are lodged 
at a very genteel houfe, the mafter and 
miftrefs of which omit no endeavours to 
render our flay agreeable. As we arrived 
here yefterday about noon, it was, our in- 
tention to have left it this morning; but 
I have found it impoffible fo foon to quit 
a place where I have enjoyed the moft 
fublime and wondrous profpedl I can al- 
moft conceive. This is the catarad: of 
the river Dahl, about a mile and a half 
diilant from the houfe where I am at pre- 
fent. It is now eleven o'clock at night, 
and I can moft diftindly hear it's roar, 
which alone interrupts the folemn filence 
fpread over the face of nature. I have 
fpent near five hours in gazing upon it 
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at difFerent times to-day, and am yet un- 
fatisfied with fo confined a view. In vaia 
would I attempt to raife in your bofom 
the tumultuous feelings of wonder, rap- 
ture, and awful delight, which I have ex- 
perienced from it: in vain fliall 1 endea- 
vour, by a laboured defcription of it's mi- 
nute parts, it's fize and depth, to give you 
correfpondent and fimilar emotions. It 
is one of thofe objedts which to be felt 
muft be feen, and before which language 
finks unequal. Yet what I can do to con- 
vey fome idea of it I fhall. 

The Dahl rifes in Norwegian Lapland, 
and after paffing through a vaft extent of 
country, empties itfelf into the fea about 
twenty miles from this place. It is above 
half a mile broad between the ifland I now 
write from and the falls j but at the cata- 
rads, it's banks being much narrower, it 
runs with vaft impetuofity. A fmali if- 
land, or rather rock, of half a quarter of 
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a miJe in circumference, divides the rivef 
at the place. In the winter, when one of 
the cataradts is frozen over, the illand is 
acceffible, but at this time it would be 
impoffible to reach it alive. The eye 
takes in both falls at once from either 
bank. The depth of each is about forty 
feet j but one is abrupt and perpendicular^ 
the other oblique and (helving. As 
nearly as I can judge by my eye, the 
breadth is not in either lefs than eighty or 
ninety yards, and I am inclined to believe 
it more. The tremendous roar of thefe 
cataradts, which, when clofe, is fuperior 
far to the loudefl thunder,' the vapour 
which rifes inceffantly from them, and 
even obfcures them from the eye in many 
parts i the agitation of the river below for 
feveral hundred yards before it refumes 
its former tranquillity j and the fides 
covered with tall firs, which feem hke 
filent and aftonifhed fpeclators of it; form 
one of the moft pidurefque and afto- 

nifl:iing 
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nlflilng fcenes to be beheld in nature's 
volume; nor would I have refigned the 
pleafure I experienced, as I lay on the 
loofe ftones almoft immediately beneath 
it, and vs^as covered with the fpray from 
it's dafliing billows, for the moft volup- 
tuous banquet a fovereign could beftow. 
—It is only nine days ago fince fix un- 
happy filhermen were carried down by 
the rapidity of the current, and forced 
over the precipice, where they all pe- 
riflicd. Four of their bodies were found, 
but fo disfigured and torn by the water, 
that they could not be known, and many 
fimiJar accidents have happened. 

After having viewed the cataradts this 
afternoon, I drove about three miles along 
the banks of the river to fee the intrench-' 
ments made by the RufiTians when they 
landed in 17 19, and burnt the country 
on every fide. Here I alighted from rny 
carriage, and as this fpot is the bound- 
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dary of my journey to the north, and the 
neareft approach I fhall probably ever 
make to the pole, I could not help leav- 
ing fome memento of my wanderings, 
by engraving with a pen-knife on the 
bark of a tall afpin the name of my mif- 
trefs, and the year when I vifited thefe 
inclement kingdoms. At this ifland, 
from whence I now write, I am only a- 
bout two hundred miles from Umea Lap- 
land, and even the intermediate provinces 
are fufficiently barbarous and uncivilized 
to deter any traveller from entering them. 
The gentleman who refides on this ifland 
has given me fuch a pidture of the winter 
as makes me ihudder j and I blefs my for- 
tune that I have only feen it in June. 
To-morrow morning early we fhall turn 
our faces to the fouth, and exped to reach 
the city of Upfal at night, which, as we 
do not purfue the direft road, is diftant 
from hence between fifty and fixty miles, 
I cannot promife to write to you from: 
I thence. 
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thence, as our flay will not probably ex- 
ceed a day, but from Stockholm expect 
the conclufion of my tour. 



Stockholm, Tuefday, 14th June, 1774. 

\I7E arrived at Soderfors, which is 
twenty miles diilant from Elfcar- 
Eue, about ten o'clock Friday morning. 
The road lies along the fides of the Dahl, 
on which the village itfelf is fituated. Af- 
ter flaying to view the forges for anchors 
at this place, we proceeded to Upfal, 
and arrived there early in the evening. I 
intended to devote the following day to 
the furvey of the colleges, public build- 
ings, cuiiofities, paintings, and all thofe 
exhibitions of art and learning ufually 
found in feminaries of knowledge and 
fludy. The Swedes had infpired me with 
fuch exalted ideas of this univerfity, that 
I was only fearful left a fingle day might 
be far inadequate to fuch an undertaking, 
M and 
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and willied to have fpent a longer time in 
fo agreeable an occupation. I am, how- 
ever, at'prefent moft compleatly unde- 
ceived, and can affure you that Upfal has 
hardly one inducement to draw a man of 
tafte to vifit it, unlefs from being the re- 
fidence of a Linnseus. This Lycaeum of 
, the north has not one piece of painting 
within it's walls, and only two of fculp- 
ture, which are bufts of Guftavus Adol- 
phus and Charles the Xlth. A gentle- 
man who reiides here, and who is fon of 
the late archbifhop of Upfal, did us the 
honor to be our Ciceroni, and to eondudt 
us over the place. I enquired of him how 
many colleges there were, and which was 
the moft celebrated. " Sir," faid he, 
** we have three j but I cannot fay that 
any one of them deferves your notice. The 
principal objeds of attention are the li- 
brary, the cathedral, and the botanical 
garden. I know not of any thing elfe." 
The firft of thefe is a neat good building, 

and 
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and there is a cabinet in it, at which for 
want of a better employment I fpent an 
hour or two, while the librarian {hewed 
nie a number of little trinkets, rather 
than rarities, which are preferved with 
great care. Among thefe, is the identi- 
cal bag which Jadas kept, one of the 
thirty pieces of filver money which he 
1-eceived for his perfidy in delivering up 
his mafier, and a pair of red flippers in 
which the Virgin Mary paid a vifit to her 
coufin Elizabeth. I muft do the man 
the juftice to fay, that he bluflied as he 
/hewed them to mej and 1 could not help 
telling him, that I thought the univerfity 
would not do amifs to fend thefe precious 
relics to St. Januarius, or my lady of Lo- 
retto, who, if they were not already pro- 
vided with others, might probably be 
highly obliged by fo valuable an acceffion. 

As to the cathedral, it is built of brick, 

and as the two towers at the wsfl end 
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lately wanted repair, they have with great 
tafte added a Doric architrave to thefe Go- 
thic walls, and placed two great domes of 
copper on the top. It mud notwithftand- 
ing be for ever venerable, while the re- 
mains of Guftavus Vafa, and Chancellor 
Oxenftiern repofe in it. The lafl of thefe 
great men, whofe virtue and wifdom Swe- 
den yet reveres, re/Is in an obfcure cha- 
pel, beneath a common flone. He has no 
monument erefted, or epitaph infcribed to 
his memory; while a St. Eric, who was a 
king and a devotee in fome barbarous age, 
is preferved in a fhrine of filver gilt, and 
placed on the right hand of the high altar. 

There are at this time, as I am allured, 
near 1500 fludents in the univerfity of 
Upfal. They are not, however, young 
men of family and condition as with us, 
but for the moft part are miferably poor, 
and lodge five or fix together in wretched 
hovels amid dirt and penury. The pro- 

feflbrs 
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feiTors in different branches of Jiteraturc 
are about twenty-two, the largeft of 
whofe falaries does not exceed 130I. or 
140I. per annum, and are in general not 
half that fum. 

On our firft arrival, the gentleman who 
accompanied me, and who was intimately 
acquainted with Linnsus, fent his com- 
pliments to fay, that he would do himfclf 
the honor to wait on him if agreeable 
immediately, and would introduce at the 
fame time an Englifli gentleman, who 
had been induced to vifit Upfal from the 
fame of fo great a man. He fent us- word 
in return that he would pay us a vifit in 
the afternoon at three o'clock, when he 
had done dinner. He came punctually 
at the hour marked, and after flaying fome 
time conduced us to the botanical gar- 
den, where he (hewed us his collection 
of plants, flirubs, and flowers, which are 
very numerous, and have been prefented 
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very rarely attends the botanical parties 
which are made twice every week round 
Uplal, and arc conduced by his fon, who 
is botanical profeflbr. Monfieur Linngeus 
has been in England, France, and Germany, 
but fpeaks no languages except the Latin 
and Swediih ; in the former of which he 
converfes with perfed facility. His know- 
ledge, I am affured, is by no means univer- 
fal, but confined almoft abfolutely to natu- 
ral hiftory, in which it is unbounded. His 
faculties are as yet unimpaired except his 
memory, which begins to fuffer fome di- 
minution. The remark, that a prophet 
has no honor in his own country, is very 
much verified in him ; and I found thofe 
perfons who were intimately converfant 
with his life and adions, more inclined 
to dwell on his perfonal imperfedions, 
tis foibles, and his weakneffes, than to 
expatiate on his aftonifliing talents, and 
extended fame. Thus it always is where 
we view the objed at too inconfiderablc 
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a diilance, and through, the medium of 
thofe littleneffes which are infeparable 
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from humanity. Well might the witty 
Rochefoucault aflert, that " Admiration 
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capable of cultivation, and devoid of 
inhabitants. The quantity of land em- 
ployed in tillage does not bear the pro- 
portion of one to twenty i perhaps I 
might fay even lefs, without any viola- 
tion of truth. Nature has, however, 
made them in fome degree amends for 
this parfimony, by enriching thefe barren 
waftes with inexhauftible mines of cop- 
per, iron, and filver. The peafants are 
chiefly employed in the manufadure of 
thefe metals, and 1 have vifited fix or fe- 
ven forges on my journey, each of which 
conftantly employs from four to fourteen 
hundred workmen only in iron. Where- 
ever there is a country feat, you may be 
pertain to fee one of thefe fabrics; and no 
Cyclops were ever more dextrous in 
working their materials. I have fccn 
them ftand clofe to, and hammer, in their 
coarfe frocks of linen, a bar of ore, the 
heat and refulgence of which were almofl 
jnfupportabJe to me at ten feet diftance, 

and 
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and with the fparks of which they are 
covered from head to foot. I had the 
picafure of viewing the whole procefs 
ufed to reduce the ore into iron, and 
muft own it is very curious and inftruc- 
tive. They firft roaft it in the open air 
for a confiderable time, after which it is 
thrown into a furnace, and when reduced 
to fufion, is poured into a mould of fand, 
about three yards in length. Thefe pigs, 
as they are then denominated, are next 
put into a forge heated to a prodigious 
degree ; they break; off a large piece with 
pinchers when red hot, and this is beat to 
a leffer fize with hammers. It is put again 
into the fire, and from thence entirely fi- 
nifhed by being laid under an immenfe 
engine refembling a hammer, which is 
turned by water, and flattens the rude 
piece into a bar. Nothing can exceed the 
dexterity of the men who conduit this 
concluding part of the operation, as the 
eye is their fole guide, and it requires an 

cxquifite 
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exquifite nicety and precifion.-^It is cer^ 
tainly a moft happy circumftance that 
Sweden abounds with thefe employments 
for her peafants, as from the ungrateful 
foil and inclement latitude, they muft 
ptherwife perifti of mifery and famine. 



Through the whole country are lakes, 
and pieces of inland water, on the banks of 
which their palaces and villas are ufually 
built. My late tour has been entirely 
from one to another of thefe houfes, and 
nothing can exceed the generous hofpita- 
lity I have found every where. It would 
even be refented if a ftranger vifited a 
forge, without paying his compliments to 
the owner, who expeds that mark of his 
attention and refped. This cuftom 
plainly ihews how few perfons travel in 
thefe parts of Europe: if they were nume- 
rous, it would be quickly laid afide, or at 
leaft reftrained within narrower limits. 
I cannot fay as much in praife of the Swe- 

difli 



llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll 
2 3 4 



llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 



14 



!T'^?!=3P^^ 





!I 



[ 172 ] 

dilli refinement or elegance, as of their 
benevolence and civility: there is, indeed, 
one quality which muft precede thefe 
among a people ; I mean neatnefs, a 
virtue which I have ever found in an 
eminent degree among the inhabitants 
of warm climates, where nature and ne-- 
ceffity oblige them to extreme cleanlinefs. 
There is a profufion of difhes at their en- 
tertainments, but no tafte in the arrange- 
ment or difpofition of them. The table 
groans beneath a number of covers, which 
are all brought in at once, and then left 
to cool during a ceremonious meal of at 
lead two hours. But the prologue to 
this play is even worfe. Before they lit 
down to dinner, the company take bread 
and butter, which they wafh down with 
a glafs of brandy, and this horrid faftiion 
prevails not only among perfons of condi- 
tion, but extends even to the ladies as 
well as the men. I muft own I cannot 
reconcile myfelf to a cuftom, which, 

though 



II 



cm 



2 3 



10 11 12 13 14 15 



[ 173 ] 
though It doubtlefs originated from thd 
extreme coldnefs of the climate, is only 
worthy the Mufcovites before the reign of 
their reformer Peter. 

I have made it an objedt of my endea- 
vours fince my arrival, and during my 
refidence in this capital, to know if there 
are at this time any men of genius, or 
perfons eminent in painting, fculpture, or 
poetry, as I fhould have endeavored to 
procure an introdudion to their acquain- 
tance. They have mentioned two or 
three names to me, and laviflied encomi- 
ums on their produftions j but I appre- 
hend their rarity, rather than intrinfic 
greatnefs or luftre, has given them feme 
reputation in a country, where nature has 
been fertile of laurels, but not of bays. 
The names of Stienboch, Piper, Lewen- 
haulp, and Oxenftiern, yet furvive in 
their immediate defcendants; and the pre- 
fent court is compofed of the grand-chil- 
q dren 
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, fought at Narva and at Pultowa. 
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LETTER IX. 



Abo in Finland, Tuefday, 21ft Jane, 1774. 

YOU win fee by the place from 
whence I date, that I have now 
reached the eailern fide of the gulf of 
Bothnia. A fpedacle of a fingular kind 
detained me, however, at Stockholm, a 
day longer than I had intended. The 
fcene lay in a large park, about an Englifh 
mile without the gates of the city, where 
the camp has been pitched fome weeks, 
and which is finely adapted for a martial 
entertainment, from the nature of the 
ground, which is irregular and full of de- 
clivities : the rifing parts of it are covered 
with fmall woods of fir, and it is divided 
by a branch of the Meier Lake, over 
which is a floating bridge. The king of 
Sweden commanded about two regiments, 
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moftly infantry; his younger brother,* 
Prince Frederic, had under him near 
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looo troops horfe arid foot. They were 
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■ i entirely ignorant of each others motions, 
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his majePty only endeavouring to furround 
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the inferior army, and the prince exerting 
his endeavors to effed: a fecure retreat. 
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the princefs of Sweden were prefent in a 
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to follow the foldiery over the field, and 






be prefent every where. The king, drcf- 
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fed in his uniform, was mounted on a 
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cream-coloured horfe, and appeared as 




CO ^^^S 


■ 1 

much animated and intereftedin this eilay 




1 — ^ ^^^HH 


Mlllii 


of arms as he could have been on a day of 
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however, favorable to the king; his bro- 
ther having negledted to feize on a poft 
which might have commanded a retreat 
in cafe of emergency, found his error too 
late, and when he would have availed 
himfelf of this palTage, difcovered that his 
rival's troops were already in poffefiion of 
it, having crofTed the river in boats for 
that purpofe. After having endeavored 
in vain to force them from this port, he 
formed his infantry into a hollow fquare, 
and maintained a brifk fire on all fides for 
a confiderable tirrie -, but finding himfelf 
environed by a much- fuperior body of 
forces, and no poffibility of efcape, he 
delivered up his fword to the king, and 
his foldiers remained prifoners of war. 
His cavalry had, however, feized on a 
fmall, but mofl: advantageous fpot, and, 
unterrified by the fate of their compa- 
nions, refufed to furrender, and demanded 
permi/Iion to march off the ground with 
all military honors. Their fate was not 
N yet 
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yet decided when I quitted the place at 
eleven o'clock at night. It was a very 
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elegant and gallant diverfion, finely de- 
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figned to cultivate and praftice the opera- 
tions of a campaign, and keep alive the 
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ably ferene and pleafant, and the little 
breeze which played was favorable. The 
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might change; and I was too well ac- 
quainted with the inconftancy of the ele- 
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and wrapping myfelf in my great coat fell 
faft afleep. When I awoke in the morn- 
ing, we had performed more than two- 
thirds of the paffage, which is forty- five 
EngliOi miles, and about noon I landed 
at Frebbenby on the lile of Aland. My 
road to Finland lay entirely through it. 
I need not remind you, that this ifland 
has been rendered famous by the negotia- 
tions which were carried on here, between 
Count Ofterman and Baron Gortz, in the 
year 1718, which were defigned to unite 
the two fovereigns Peter and Charles* 
who had fo long been at enmity; and 
which in all probability would have given 
a new face to the affairs of Europe, if 
they had not been rendered abortive, by 
the unexpefled death of the latter foon 
after at Fredericfhall. 



While I flopped to change horfes at a 

little village called Haroldfby, the baillif 

or governor palTed me, and knowing I 

N 2 mufl 
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niuft be a ilranger, very politely accofte^ 
me. I was glad to have fuch an oppor- 
tunity of gaining a little information rela- 
tive to the ifland. He faid, it v/as about 
one hundred and eighty miles in circum- 
ference, and had upon il between five and 
fix thoufand inhabitants ; that they paid 
no pecuniary taxes, but were only obliged 
to furnifh a certain number of men for 
the defence of the kingdom ; and that 
vafTalage was unknown, they being all 
free in the moft extenfive fenfe. • There 
' is no town,' continued he, ' upon the 

* ifland, and the peafants have always re- 

* monftrated againft the founding any, as 

* the Swedifh government have repeatedly 
' intended. My refidence is at Caftle- 
' holm, about three miles from hence, 

* and clofe to which you muft pafs. It 

* is an antient fortrefs, built by the vice- 

* roy who founded Stockholm, and re- 
' paired by our celebrated Chriftina. It 

* contains at prefent little worthy a tra- 

* veller's 
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« veller's attention. There is, indeed, a 
' room where the unhappy King Eric the 

* XlVth was confined. I have had the 
' curiofity fome few years ago to vifit it; 
' but the accefs is at this time fo ruinous 

* and even dangerous, that I cannot advife 
< you to attempt it.' I returned him 
thanks for his advice, though 1 was fully 
determined to ad in oppofition to it; and 
having bid him adieu, purfued my journey. 
I arrived in half an hour at the caftle, and 
alighted under the walls : it ftands in a 
beautiful fituation on the banks of a river, 
and commanding an exteniive view on 
every fide. It was not till after a quarter 
of an hour's fearch, that the peafant who 
drove the carriage, and who had known 
the caftle forty years, could difcover the 
paffage which led to the chamber, where 
the king had been imprifoned; and it was 
with ftill greater difficulty I could enter 
it when found. I crawled upon my hands 
and knees under an arch, the ftones of 
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which having fallen down in a courfe of 
years, had almoft filled up the way; and 
after paffing this narrow entrance, I had 
two ladders to mount, which did not 
appear capable of bearing much prelTure. 
I followed, however, where my guide led 
the way, and entered the apartment 
through a trap-door, I mufl own I was 
ftruck with compaflion and horror to 
think that a fovereign had been the tenant 
of fuch a dungeon, which is too miferable 
for the worft malefaftor. It is compofed 
of flone, and vaulted overhead : I mea- 
fured it by my paces; it was about twen- 
ty-three feet long, and twelve broad. The 
light is admitted by a narrow window, 
through a wall five feet in thicknefs. In 
one corner is a little fire-place, and in the 
other a cupboard hollowed in the wall. 
The flooring is of brick, and, as the pea- 
fant pretended to fhew me, is worn away 
jn thofe places where the king was ufed 
to walk. I ihould be afhamed to fay, 
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that all m knowledge relative to this 
royal captive, and the circumflances 
which produced his confinement, are 
drawn from converfation, if I could not 
affure you that this is almoft the only 
fource from whence fuch information can 
be derived. Guftavus Vafa, Guflavus 
Adolphus, Chriftina, and Charles the 
Xllth, have all had their biographers, 
and may be procured in every language; 
but I attempted in vain to buy at Stock- 
holm a hiftory of the Swedirti kings, 
there being no fuch production. I am 
chiefly indebted to the gentleman of 
whom I have juft made mention, for the 
little I know relative to Eric. He was the 
cldeft fon of Guftavus Vafa, and fucceeded 
his father in 1560. His name appears 
among the lift of our Elizabeth's fuitors; 
but he feems to have been ill formed by 
nature for fuccefs in gallantry. He was 
immoderately addidted to the ftudy of 
aftrology, a weaknefs not confined to him 
N 4 a^o"^' 



ii 



o — 


1 








3 = 


^mmma^KT jggrgy^:^ ••^. 




h- ' — = 


[ IS4 j 




CO — = 


alone, but which charaaerized the cen- 
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tury in which he lived. He was depofed 
in 1568, by his brother John the Hid, 
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and after being removed to different pri- 




(T, — = 


fons, he ended his days at Gripfliolm in 
Sweden, though whether by a violent or 
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a natural death is more a matter of fpecu- 
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faa. Every nation feems to have had it's 
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fo the Vlth of Portugal, and the Henry 
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K ftory differently told, and varying in mi- 
tt nute circumflances. The Englifh have 
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I left Caftleholm after I had gratified 
my curiolity, and 'continuing my journey, 
arrived at the termination of the ifland, as 
the fpn fet. It was my intention to have 
gone on to Finland by the pofl rout, 
through feveral fmall iflands or rocks, 
from one to another of which, there are 
conftantly boats provided to conv.ey tra- 
vellers. Jufl as I was on the point of car- 
rying this delign into execution, four or 
five of the country people came, and pro- 
pofed to convey me from thence ftrait to , 
Abo. They faid, the diftance was only 
about one hundred and twenty Enghfli 
miles, that the wind was very fair; that 
they had often made the paflage in twelve 
or fourteen hours, and doubted not to do 
the fame now ; that I needed not lofe a 
moment, as their little vefiel was in rea- 
dinefs, and only waited my orders. I did 
not hefitate long, but complied with the 
oiFer, arid left Aland about midnight on 
Saturday. I llepf, as I had done the pre- 
ceding 
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ceding night, in my carriage, and at feven 
in the morning found myfelf in a narrow 
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; paffage, furrounded by high rocks, and 
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I the people employed in rowing. I made 










no queftion that we were already in the 
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' river of Abo; but was not a little cha- 
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grined to find on enquiry, that the wind 
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had fallen away, that we were hardly 
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thirty miles from the place we had quit- 
ted, and that I muft not flatter myfelf 






with landing in Finland that day. They 
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added, that the whole way was thro' fuch 
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channels as I was then in; that feveral of 






the iflands by which I failed were in- 
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habitedj and that if I pleafed they would 
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land me on one of them, where I might 






' -procure fome refrefliment. To this I 
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gladly confented, and about nine o'clock I 
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went aftiore on one called Lappo. I 
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walked to a little hamlet at a mile dif- 
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tance from the (hore: the poor peafants 
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very chearfully brought me fome cream. 
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and aflifted in boiling my coffee. No- 
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thing could exceed their poverty j a h'ttle 
black bread, fiih, pork, and a fort of mix- 
ture they called beer, conflituting all 
their fuftenance. After having made a 
very comfortable breakfaft on this un- 
known and fequeftered ifland, I returned 
again to the boat. During the whole 
day, we purfued our voyage through a la- 
byrinth of fmall rocks and illes, many of 
them covered with firs and afpins j fome 
few green and beautiful, but far the great- 
er number barren and rugged. I could 
have fancied myfelf among the Cyclades, 
fo famous in antient ftoryj but here were 
no temples facred to Apollo or to Juno, 
nor had genius and poetry confpired to 
render every cliff and promontory immor- 
tal. Many of the profpe£ts were, how- 
ever, wondroufly pidturefque and roman- 
tic, and I frequently flopped the boatmen 
for a minute, to gaze upon the extraordi- 
nary fcene around me. Sometimes we 
went through channels of only twenty or 

thirty 
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tiiirty feet in breadth; fometimes tlie wa- 
ter opened into a con/iderable expanfe, 
and often there appeared to be no avenue 
on any fide. I was aftoniflied how they 
fo exactly knew their track, in this intri- 
cate and perplexing nlaze, through which 
nothing befides long experience could 
have conducted them. We were about 
forty miles from Abo when the fun went 
down, and I was once more obliged to 
fleep in my carriage : we entered the ri- 
ver early yefterday morning, and about 
eight o'clock I finiftied my voyage. 



II 



There is not any thing in Abo, which 
has entertained me in the furvey, or can 
amufe you by the defcription. It is a 
wretched capital of a barbarous province. 
The houfes are almoft all of wood, and 
the archiepifcopal palace is compofed of 
no better materials, except that it is 
painted red. I enquired if there was not 
any thing ia the univerfity to merit atten- 
tion j 



[ i89 ] 

tlon • but they aflure me it would be re- 
garded as a piece of ridicule to vifit it on 
fuch an errand, there being nothing with- 
in it's walls except a very faiall library, 
and a few philofophical inftruments. 



I waited on the governor foon after my 
arrival} he has procured me horfes on the 
road from hence to Helfingfors, the firft 
town in my way to St. Peterlburgh, and 
which is one hundred and twenty miles 
diftant. As the weather during the day 
is at prefent very hot, I (hall delay my de- 
parture till the evening. There is at this 
time a great annual fair, and I have 
amufed myfelf this hour paft in looking 
from the window of my apartment, at a 
croud of three or four thoufand Finland 
peafants, who are coUedled together, and 
form a curious coup d'ml in their country 
dreffes. Adieu ! I fliall write as I con- 
tinue my journey. 

F I N- 
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Wybourg in Carelia, Wednefday, 29th June, i774« 



Nil 11 



"C^Inland is not fo very unfertile or 
uncultivated a province as I had been 
taught to expect. I faw no part of Sweden, 
except Eaft Gothland, which is fo free 
from thofe vaft flones which nature in her 
anger fcattered over thefe kingdoms; nor 
any, where the foil is apparently more fer- 
tile, or the country better peopled. The 
peafants fpeak a barbarous jargon equally 
unintelligible to a Swede or a Ruffian; 
but in the towns the former language is 
generally ufed, and generally underftood. 
I ftaid at Helfingfors a day, more to reco- 
ver my pafl: fatigue, than from the defirc 
of feeing an immenfe fortrefs built as a 
barrier againft the Ruffians, and in which 
there is at this time a garrifon of 8000 
men. It is not yet entirely compleated j 
5 but 
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but as more than two-thirds of the foldlery 
are conftantly at work on the fortifica- 
tions, it is to be prefumed it will be in full 
readinefs for the next rupture between 
thefe rival nations. 



I flept at the city of Borgo Friday 
night, and at ten the enfuing evening I 
arrived at the confines of the Swedifh mo- 
narchy. The rivcF Kymea divides the 
empire of Ruffia from the dominions of 
Sweden : acrofs it is a wooden bridge, one 
half of which is conftantly repaired by the 
one, and the other half by the other nation. 
I was flopped by the guards on either 
fide, and underwent a very minute fearch 
before I was permitted to proceed. At 
about a league beyond this boundary, my 
carriage broke down in a deep wood, 
more than two Englifli miles from any 
cottage: it was about four in the morning 
when the accident happened ; I left the 
poftilion to guard the chaife, and walked 



on 
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on with my fervant to the next Ruffian 
hamlet. We addrefTed ourfelves to the 
firft peafant we met, who was a Swede by 
birth, and underftood the language. Af- 
ter much entreaty, I prevailed on him to 
furnilli me with a wheel from his own 
little charrette, as mine could not have 
been repaired in many hours, and they 
even declared it incurable from it's long 
Services, and numerous ailments. I 
thought myfelf very happy to procure 
this temporary aid, and by the help of it 
I arrived at Fredericfhamn the fame even- 
ing. Here every thing announced a dif- 
ferent people from thofe I had juft quit- 
ted. The features, the complexion, the 
manners, the drefs of the inhabitants 
were all Mufcovite ; and a thoufand 
leagues could not have made a more ftrik- 
ing alteration than a few miles had done. 
It is exadly the fame in croffing the Py- 
renees from French into Spani/h Na- 
varre; and plainly evinces how ftrongly 
5 the 
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the charader of the individuals which 
compofe fociety is tinged and formed by 
the government, poHcy> and rdigion of 
the nation. 



The plan of Fredericiliamn is one of 
the mod elegant I have ever feen, and rea- 
lizes in miniature that attributed to Sir 
Chriftopher Wren, after the fire of Lon- 
don, in i666, ail the flreets going off like 
radii from a centre, in vs^hich is a hand- 
fome hotel de ville.. The unafFedled po- 
litenefs and hofpitality vs'ith which I was 
received by General SeflikofF, to whom as 
governor of the city I paid my compli- 
ments on my arrival, detained me here a 
day. He introduced me to the prince of 
llfembourg, a German in the emprefs of 
Ruffia's fervice. I mention his name, 
only to give you a pidure of this country 
as he defcribed it to me himfelf. ** Thefe 
provinces were, as you know," faid he, 
*' conqured from Frederic, king of Swe- 
- • O den. 
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den, by the late Emprefs Elizabeth. On 
tlie ceillon of them to^ her, and the eva- 
cuation of the Swedes, the heft eftates 
were bought by peafants, priefts; and me- 
chanics for the fmalleft trifles. It is un- 
peopled, uncultivated, and unfertile. I 
have myfelf purchafed above forty Englifh 
miles of land fince my arrival for only 
2000* rubles." — I recolleded the prince's 
words as I drove from Fredericfhamn to 
this city, the whole intermediate country 
being the moft favage, rocky, and inhof- 
pitable defert you can conceive : from the 
gates of one to the entrance of the other, 
I faw fcarce any other figns of population 
than at the little hamlets where I flopped 
to change horfes ; yet has this frontier of 
the Swedifh and Ruffian territory been as 
obftinately difputed, and caufed the effu- 
fion of as much blood, as the moft plen- 
tiful and happy regions of the earth. 



* About 400 1, fferling. 



I have 
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i have feen no place fince Stockholm^ 
where there feems fo much the face of in- 
duftry and commerce as here. It is a for- 
tified city, and during the wari between 
Charles and Peter, when it belonged to 
the former of thofe princes, was reputed 
ftrong, the Ruffians having been more 
than once fofced to faife the fieg€ ; but 
at prefent the fdrtifications are very ruinous. 
*-^f arrived here laft night, and fh-all 
q-uit if this evening. I hope to reach 
St. Peterfburgh to-rnorrow, though in all 
probability late, as the diftance is one 
hundred and ten Englifli miles. I (hall 
difpatch this as foon as I get there. Fare- 
well ! 



Tour's, &c. 
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LETTER X^ 



St. Peterfljurgh, Monday, nth July, 1774. 



' u 



YO U muft not yet expedl any de- 
fcription of this great capital, which 
though only a creation of the prefent cen- 
tury, has already grown to a vafl: fize, and 
contains infinitely higher matter of en- 
tertainment and inflrudion than either of 
thofc from whence I am lately come. I 
am ftruck with a pleafing aftonifliment, 
while I wander among havens, flreets, 
and public buildings, which have rifen, 
as by inchantment, within the memory of 
men ftill alive, and have converted the 
mar{hy iflands of the Neva into one of the 
moft magnificent cities of the earth. The 
imagination, aided by fo many vifible ob- 
jcdts, rifes to the wondrous founder, and 

beholds 
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beholds in idea the tutelary genius of Pe- 
ter, yet hovering over the child of his own 
produdion, and viewing vv^ith a parent's 
fondnefs it's rifing palaces and temples. 
The names on which antient ftory dwells 
with fo much fondnefs, fink on a compa- 
rifon with this immortal man, and the fa- 
bulous legiflators of Greece and Egypt 
never prefumed to attempt the mighty 
transformation which the Czar compleat- 
ed. The followers of Cadmus, of The- 
feus, and of Romulus, were animated 
with the fame ardor as their leader ; but 
the Mufcovites, wrapt in the moft pro- 
found barbarifm, fecluded by their illibe- 
ral prejudices from an intercourfe with 
European nations, and equally the flaves 
of fuperftition and long prefcription, were 
forcibly torn from this night of ignorance, 
and compelled to accept of knowledge, of 
refinement, and of civilization. I muft 
own I never confider this fo recent and 
fo wondrous an event, without being 
O 3 hurried 
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hurried away by an cnthufiafm I canno,! 
ayoid feeling, and ffom which 1 now rer 
turn, to give you fome imperfed defcrip- 
tion of the feftivities to which I h^ye 
been a witqefs during my ftay here, and 
from which I ani qnly juft returned. 

I had the pleafure to accompany Sir 
Robert Gunning lail Saturday to {he pas 
lace of PeterhoiF, where tl^e emprefs at 
prefent reiides. It was the anniverfary of 
her acceiTipn, wheq there is generally a 
very brilliant court. As, we arrived early^ 
I had an opportunity of viewing the gar- 
dens before her majefly's ^ppe^rance. 
They are very extenfi.ve, lying along the 
fho^e of the gulf of Finland, and waihed 
by it's waters. In the midfl of thern 
flands the palace itfelf, iituate on an emir 
nence, and commanding a fine view. U 
was begun by Peter the Ift, but has heei; 
enlarged and improved by the empreiJes his 
fucceffors, fo that it is become now very 

large. 
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knee. .-.In the front is a canal of fome 
hundred yards in length which joins the 
gvHf, and from which three >/j d'eau are 
fupplied, which do not, like thofe of Verr 
failles, only play on great feftivals, but 
conftantly throughout the year. The 
apartments are all very fplendid ; but my 
attention was chiefly engroffed by the 
drawing-room, where hung five match- 
lefs portraits of the fovereigns of Ruffia. 
They are all length pieces, but by what 
mafter I cannot fay. Peter himfelf is the 
firft, and oppofite to him appears the Li- 
vonian villager whom he raifed from a 
cottage to the moft unbounded fove- 
reio-nty. I flood for fome moments under 
this painting in filent admiration of the 
woman, who had paffed from fo humble 
a ftation to an imperial diadem, of which 
her genius, her fidelity, and her virtue 
made her worthy. She is drawn by the 
painter as in middle life; her eyes and 
hair black, her countenance open, fmil- 
O 4 ing 




f 200 ] 

ing and ingratiating, and her perfon not 
exceeding the middle fize. The Em^ 
prefles Anne and Eh'zabeth fill their rcr 
fpedlive places in this apartment, but did 
not long detain me from a portrait of the 
reigning fovereign, which is of a fmgular 
kind. She is habited in the Ruffian uni- 
form, booted, and fits aftride on a white 
horfe. In her hat is the oaken bough, 
which ihe wore at the memorable revolu^ 
tion which placed her on the throne, and 
which was likewife taken by all her ad- 
herents. If er long hair floats in diforder 
down her back ; and the flu/hing in her 
face, the natural eiFeci of the heat and fa- 
tigue fl^e had undergone, is finely defign- 
ed. It is a faithful and exadt refem- 
blance of her drefs and perfon, as fhe ap- 
peared twelve years ago, when {he came to 
PeterhoiF, and feized the throne of Rpflia. 



While my eyes were rivetted to this 

pidure, and my thoughts employed on 

3 the 
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the melancholy cataftrophe of the unhap- 
py emperor which fo foon followed, the 
emprefs's entrance was announced. She 
was preceded by a long train of lords and 
gentlemen. I felt a pleafure correded 
with awe as I gazed on this extraordi- 
nary woman, whofe vigor and policy, 
without any right of blood, has feated and 
maintains her in the throne of the Czars. 
Though (he is now become rather corpu- 
lent, there is a dignity tempered with 
gracioufnefs in her deportment and man- 
ner, which flrikingly impreffes, She 
was habited in a deep blue filk with gold 
ftripes, and her hair ornamented with dia- 
monds. After the foreign minifters had 
paid her the cuftomary compliments on 
this day, I had the honor to be prefented 
and to kifs her hand. The grand duke 
and duchefs of Ruffia followed the em- 
prefs, who continued fcarce a minute in 
the circle, but fat down at the card table. 
I followed the croud to the other end of 

the 
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the apartment, where a fovereign of a dif" 
ferent kind, and perhaps not lefs defpotie 
©r unliniited in hef empire, had drawn 
another circle of votaries by the magic of 
her voice, and received a homage from 
her perfonal accomplifliments, perhaps 
more flattering than that paid to greatnefs, 
becaufe more the offering of the heart. 
This vv'as no other than Gabrieli, whom 
Brydone faw at Palermo, and I was def- 
tined to meet at Peterfburgh : fhe had 
jufl began an air as I came up, and I lif- 
tened in deep attention for fome minutes 
that it lafled. When fhe had finifhed, 
I continued to look at her tiJl Count 
Rzewulky, a young PoHdi nobleman, came 
up to me, and afked me if I wiflied to be 
introduced to her. I affured him, he 
could not confer a greater obligation on 
me. She rofe up with great politenefs on 
the Count's introducing me to her as an 
Englilli gentleman who was lately arrived; 
and I did not lofe the opportunity to enter 
3 into 
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into a converfation with her. She waj 
perfedly free and qnreferved in her replie* 
to a number of little queftions which I 
put to her. She faid, that though ufed 
to the warper climates of Italy and Sicily, 
her conRitution was not impaired or in-^ 
jured by the feverity of that here; that 
the emprefs was a bounteous miftrefs, 
and (he had no reafon to be diffatisfied 
with her prefcnt fltuation j but that, not- 
withftanding, (he had a paffionate defire to 
vifit England ; a journey fhe. had been 
many times on the point of executing, 
but had never yet accomplished. I allured 
her how happy the EngUfh nation would 
be to fee among them a woman of fuch 
pre-eminent merit, and how generous 
their patronage was to all the performers in 
the fine arts. I mentioned Mademoifelle 
Heinel to her, as a proof of the juftice of 
my aflertion, and told her that the name 
of La belle Gabrieli was already too well 
known among us, not to infure her the 

moft 






f 204 ] 

moil welcome reception. I feized this 
moment to afk her, if fhe had never heard 
of or known a Mr. Brydone, who was at 
Palermo a very few years fmce, and had 
given us a dcfcription of her perfon and 
voice, as far as they admitted of it. She 
faid, fhe had not the pleafure to know 
him, nor recolleded to have heard his 
name; but mentioned Sir William Ham- 
ilton and Lord Cowper, as perfons with 
whom flie was well acquainted. Our 
converfation was moft agreeably inter- 
rupted by her Handing up to fing. I muft 
own I never heard any voice fo perfedlly 
fweet, melting, and abfolute in it's com- 
mand over the foul ; nor can any thing 
exceed the negligent careleflhefs apparent 
in her whole manner, while employed in 
this occupation, as if fhe defpifed the 
appearance of exertion or any labor to 
pleafe. I am afTured, however, her pow- 
ers are fomewhat impaired fince her arri- 
val here, and that fhe does not pofTefs that 

compafs 
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compafs or extent at prefent, which fhc 
had two years ago. The charader of ca- 
price, which fhe maintained in the fouthern 
parts of Europe, fhe has not loft here, as 
they univerfally afcribe this quality to her 
in the higheft degree. She was at Milan 
when the emprefs engaged her to fing in 
her court. The price fhe demanded was 
7000 rubles (or about 1500I. fterling) a 
year, befides a houfe and carriage; nor 
would (he relax the leaft article of this 
fum. They remonflrated with her on 
the unreafonablenefs of fo enormous a fa- 
lary, and to induce her to diminifli it, in- 
formed her that a field marflial had no 
more. " If that be the cafe," faid fhe, 
" I would advife her majefly to make one 
of he-r marfhals fing." Her perfon, 
ftriftly confidered in itfclf, is by no means 
irrefiflible ; fhe does not exceed, if flie 
reaches, the middle fize j her features are 
fniall, and her eyes blue; but her neck is 
exquifitely white; and as her drefs ufually 
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difclofes more than can flridly be con-i 
fined to that part of the human body, 
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it cannot be gazed on with impunity. 
Her attfaaions have not failed to procure 






her many admirers during her flay here, 
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and flie has harf her favored Mufcovite, 
' as well as her Sicilian lover. Though 
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5 her falary is fo ample, it is only 6n pecu- 
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liar occaftoris and great feflivals that fhe 
ufually fings, and it is pofiible I may not 
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hear her again while I flay in this capi- 
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tal. 
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" " nine o'clock in the evening, and I return- 
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to Peterhoff yeflerday again, when there- 
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and there were not lefs than 4 or 5000 
perfons prefent. Her majefty was drefled 
in a blue domino, and played cards moft 
of the night. The illuminations in the 
gardens far furpaffed any I ever faw in my 
life. In thefe, as alfo in fire- works of 
every kind, I am affured the Ruffians ex- 
cel any nation of Europe. Two prodi- 
gious arcades of fire extended in front of 
the palace : the canal, which reaches to 
the gulf of Finland, was illuminated on 
both fides, and the view terminated by 
a rock, lighted in the infide, and which 
had a beautiful effed:. From cither fide of 
the canal went off long arched walks illu- 
minated j and beyond thefe, in the woods, 
were hung feftoons of lamps differently 
coloured. All the jets d'eaux played. Arti- 
ficial cafcades, where the water tumbled 
from one declivity to another, and under 
each of which lights were very artfully 
difpofed, amufed and furprifed the fpedator 
at the fame time. Befides thefe, there were 

fummer- 
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fummer-houfes, pyramids, and temples of 
flame; and beyond all appeared the im- 
perial yachts on the water, in the fame 
brilliant and dazzling ornaments. Nothing 
could be better calculated to produce that 
giddy and tumultuous feeling of mingled 
wonder and delight, which, though it ari- 
fes neither from the underftanding or the 
heart, has yet a mofl: powerful influence 
over both. The fenfes alone are captiva- 
ted, and leave neither time nor capacity 
to reafon on the nature of the entertain- 
ment they proiFer, but whirl us away in 
an impetuofity which is not to be refifted. 
If we add to all this the powers of mufic, 
dancing, and wanton hours, together with 
the prefence of a multitude of both fexes, 
habited in a drefs which levels all diftinc- 
tion, and is defigned for that purpofe, a 
heart mufl: be uncommonly mifanthropi- 
cal or unfeeling, which does not catch 
fome fpark of mirth and gallantry at fuc^h 
an altar. This impreffion, howevel-, as it 

is 
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is violent, and produced from temporary 
caufes, ibon fubfides, and expires with the 
oil and the taper which gave it birth. It 
is a kind of fhort intoxication, the deli- 
rium of a few hours, when reafon reiigns 
her fceptre, and leaves us to the guidance 
of any fenfe which happens t*o predomi- 
nate ; nor, on a retrofpefl-, does it appear 
any other than a gay vifion, which is paf- 
fed before wc had well contemplated it. 
There is fo little obfcurity at this feafon 
of the year (for there is no darknefs) that 
if the night had not been very cloudy, the 
illuminations could not have produced 
their full effed. This favorable circum- 
ilance, however, fupcradded to the black 
vapor which rofe from fuch a multitude 
of lamps, and hung over the gardens, 
caufed a degree of gloom, which, under 
the fhelter of the woods, approached near- 
ly to darknefs for about two hours, from 
eleven till one in the morningj but before 
three the envious day-light burft in upon 
P the 
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the iplendor of this dazzling fcene, which 
required the canopy of night to give it 
any luftre. That laffitude and bodily 
fatigue which I had not felt before, now 
reminded me of the neceffity of repofe. 
The lamps were expiring on every fide ; 
the company began to difperfe, and quit 
the place; each moment diminiflied the 
magic which had charmed erewhile, and 
the fugitive enchantment was pafled. 
I was glad to leave it before it totally left 
me ; and between four and five I got into 
my carriage, and in a few minutes fell 
fail afleep. It was eight o'clock when I 
arrived in town, and the fun began to 
grow already very warm. I threw my- 
felf on the bed, quite fpent with the 
purfuit of pleafure, and glad to retire to 
filence and requiefcence. — As magnificent 
and princely as was this illumination, 
they alTure me it is not to be compared 
•with thofe which the emprefs made about 
two years ago, when the prince royal of 
5 Pruffia 
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PrufTia was here. Her majefty went a 
confiderable diftance to meet him, and it 
was (o contrived, that their interview 
fhould take place about the dufk of the 
evening : they then returned back to the 
city through a road illuminated in the 
moft fplendid manner it is pofiible to con- 
ceive. The fire- works and mafquerades 
were in the lame tafte, and not any thing 
was omitted which fovereign power could 
produce to pleafe and aftonifli. If the king 
of Sweden's intended vifit to St. Peterf- 
hurgh fnould take place, which is expedt- 
ed, thefe fuperb fpedacles will be renewed. 



There is not only a magnificence and 
regal pomp in this court, which far ex- 
ceeds any I have beheld elfewhere, but 
every thing is on a vaft and coloffal fcale, 
refembling that of the empire itfelf. The 
public buildings, churches, monafteries, 
and private palaces of the nobility, are of 
an immenfe fize, and feem as if defigned 
P 2 for 
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for crsatui'es of a fuperior heigh th and di- 
meniions to man; to "a puny infeft 
fhiverJng at the breeze !" 

The ftatue and pedeftal which will 
fcon b.e fet up of Peter the Great, are of 
the fame enormous and gigantic propor- 
tions, and may almoft rank with the 
fphynxes and pyramids of Egyptian work- 
manlhip. At Mofcow, I am told, this 
ftyJe is y€t more common and more uni- 
verfaL The palace which the prefent 
cmprefs has begun, is defigned to be two 
or three Sngliih miles in circumference ; 
and in the mean time they have ered:ed a 
temporary one of brick, for her reception. 
The city itfelf is an immenfe aggregate 
of villages, and the Mufcovite lords com- 
monly go fifty and fixty verfts, which are 
at leaft forty of our miles, to make vifits 
to each other. There is a fort of favage 
and barbarous grandeur in this tafte, which 
w«ever appears in the edifices and produc- 
tions 
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tions erf Athenian fculpturc er. arefiitec- 
ture. I know it may be laid, that the 
difference of extent and greatnefs b«tween 
the little republic of Attica, and the wide 
empire of Ruffia, may give rife to a diffe- 
rent ftandard of beauty and elegance; but 
this is not fufficient to alter the original 
and invariable criterion of nature, which 
is the fame in every country. 

As the feftivities are now fini£hed at 
court, I (hall have time to vifit the prin- 
cipal objeds of curiofity and entertain- 
ment in this city, and you may expedt in 
my next letter fome account of them. 
My intention of going to Mofcow, I 
have at length, though very reluctantly, 
laid afide, on account of the advancement 
of the feafon, it being too long and dif- 
agreeable a journey to undertake by land, 
through Livonia, Courland, Pruffia, and 
Germany, after the ift of September, 
when the autumnal rains make the roads 
P 3 in 
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in fome of thefe countries almofl impafl- 
able. The weather is at prefent infufFer- 
ably hot, and far exceeds that which you 
ever experience in England. 

I remain, with attachment, 

Your's, &;c. 



LET- 
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E T T E R XI. 



St. Peterfburgh, Friday, 15th July, 1774- 

TH E veneration of the Ruffians for 
their hero and legiilator Peter, ap- 
proaches, as you will naturally imagine, 
to idolatry, and increafes as they recede 
from the time in which he perfon^lly 
flouriflied. The impartial and difcerning 
few, who can diveft themfelves of preju- 
dice, and view ohjeds free from the blaze 
which ufually dazzles and deludes the 
multitude, have, however, regarded his 
charaaer and condud with different eyes, 
and even made thofe adions on which 
his fame is built, the fubjea of criticifm, 
if not of cenfure. Fifty years which have 
p ^ novsr 



Nil 



Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 



llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll m^ 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 



!t',~ 







[ 2^6 ] 

now nearly elapfed fmce his death, have 
drawn the veil in fome degree from before 
the political fandluary, and experience of 
the beneficial or pernicious nature of his 
regulations, hasr affixed to them the ftamp 
of excellence or error. So imperfedt and 
fliort-fighted is man, fo limited the fphere 
of human forefight, that thofe caufes 
which feem at a iirft view replete with 
bleffings, often contain a latent poifon, 
which, when matured by time, can de- 
ftroy thefe expeded confequences, and 
force us to condenan, on a retrofped:, that 
which we at firft applauded. Monfieur 
Yohaire, who, through aU his Writings, 
is more commonly led by genius and fan- 
cy, than a ftria regard to truth and impar- 
tiality, has conduced not a little to com- 
plete the general delufion, and to inveft 
his hero Peter with a falfe and miflaken 
fplendor. There are only three grand 
poiats o£ light in which we can regard 
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hlnii as the eiviiizer, the fovereign, and 

the law-giver of hi&' country j and there 

are perfoas who aflert, that he only fuc- 

ceeded partially even in the firft of thefe, 

to the completion of which he facrificed 

the other two, or elfe He evidently miftook 

them. Hear their arguments, and decide 

for yourfelf. * The Mufcovites were no 

« doubt,' fay they, ' at the commcnce- 

' ment of the prcfent century, wrapt in 

' deep and total ignorance ; they had no 

« communication with the European na- 

« tions, whom they difliked and defpifed. 

* The Czar broke down this barrier; 

* he forced upon them arts and refine- 

* mcnts, of which they never before had 
' a conception ; he obliged them to adopt 
' a different habit, and different manners: 

* — but all this change was external; and 

* though it has deftroyed that rude orl- 
' ginality of charaSer which marked them 

* heretofore, has not given them any thing 

* valuable 
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^ valuable or ennobling in it's ftead. Far 

* the greater number of the Ruffian boyars 

* or nobles have never feen the prefent 

* court or capital, but live on their own 

* eftates about Mofcow, totally regardlefs 

* of the reigning prince, and little affeded 

* by or attentive to regulations made at 
* -the . diftance of four or five hundred 

* miles, and imperfedly carried into exe- 

* cution. But whatever judgment we 

* form relative to their civilization, it is 

* impoffible not to pronounce Peter's con- 

* dua as a monarch pernicious, miftaken, 
' and injudicious. The vaft dominions 
' of Mufcovy, which extend to the nor- 
Vthern frontier of China, Perfia, and 

* Turky, render the empire more a mem- 

* ber of Afia than of Europe : the metro- 

* polls of this immenfe trad of country 
' was very wifely eftabliOied at Mofcow, 

* which, from it's fituation in the iriternal 

* part of it, enabled the government to 

* extend 
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* extend it's authority over the moft re- 
< mote provinces, and to reftrain by it's 
' prefence and vicinity, the many wan- 
« dring and ferocious tribes which com- 

* pofe it, and whom nothing except the 

* immediate and vifible hand of defpotic 

* power can ever reduce, within allegiance 
' and fubjedion. But all thefe important 

* confiderations were overlooked by the 
' Czar, who, inflamed with defire to be- 
' come an European fovereign, refigned 
« all his natural importance and weight 
' as an Afiatic one, to poffefs himfelf of 
< two or three barren provinces of Swe- 
' den ; and wafted his life amid intrigues 

* and battles to maintain himfelf in his 

* acquifitions. His eftabli(hment of the 
'capital in the extreme corner of the 
' empire on the banks of the gulf of Fin- 
' land, in a morafs to which nature has 

* denied every advantage, and in a moft 
f inclement latitude, was the effed of 

* thefe 
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* thefe poHtics. If J,c had only matJe 
« commerce the objea of his care wh-cn 
' he foujided this city, he would doubtlefe 

* have afted wmy, fmce his people might 

* then have reaped the advantages of a 
' conneaion with Europe, and yet have 

* maintained their rank in ihe (y^em 
' of Afia.— As the father of his people, 

* f» whom their happinefs fhoald have 

* l>ce» ever dear, send which h the laft 

* eharader in which we confider him, 

* what can we % ? The multitudes who 
' fell a facrifice to th€ ereffion of his new 

* capital, from the unwhoJefomeand nox^ 

* i©us vapours of the marfhy iilands on 
' which it is fituate, and the unlimited 
'feverity, perhaps cruelty, pradifed to 

* introduce and enforce his regulations a- 
' mong his fubjeas, rather make a mind 

* of benevolence and humamity, wiii to 

* draw a veii over the unhappy neceffity 

* urged to ajpologi^e &c this branch of 

'his 
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*his public condudl. — Notwithftanding 
c all thefe diminutions of his glory, it muft 
« flill be ever avowed that he was a great 
' prince, and that his errors were fuch, 
' as, had he enjoyed a longer life, and 
' of confequence a more extenfive expe- 

* rience, he himfelf would have amended. 

* If Peter could have infured to himfelf 
' immortality, fuch was his wifdom and 

* difcernment, that he would have cor- 
« redted his own miftakes, and have rifen 
'upon his very faults; but the reverfe 
' has unhappily been the cafe. His fuc- 

* ceffors, who knew not how to feparate 
' the wife from the unwife parts of his 

* adminiftration, have profecuted to their 

* utmoft extent his errors, and blindly 
' adhered to all his intentions, from reve- 
' rence to his memory. The genius of 

* Peter furvived for a moment under Ca- 

* therine ; but her reign was very fhort : 

* and fo far have the Mufcovites been from 

• an 
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* an advance in real greatnefs fince that 

* time, that the year i730 may be iixed 

* as the period from which their affairs 

* have returned in a contrary dire(5lion. 
' Under the Emprefs Anne, this decay 

* was not fo apparent: (he. governed the 

* Ruffians by terror, and held the knout 

* conflantly in her hand. Elizabeth, her 

* fucceffor, relaxed the reins of govern- 

* ment, and the indulgence which (he 
' allowed herfelf fhe extended to her fub- 

' * jedls. She made a vow not to fhed any 

* blood by the executioner's hand during 

* her reign, and kept it; but (he need- 

* lefly engaged in the late general war, 

* and facrificed thoufands during it's con- 

* tinuance. The reigning emprefs is mild, 

* humane, and paffionately anxious to pro- 

* mote the happinefs of her fubjedls ; but 

* the peculiar circumftances which feated 

* her in the throne, fetter her condudt, and 

* deprive her in a great meafure of the pow- 

'er 
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« er to ad in conformity witk the dictates 
« of her own judgment.' — I know you will 
be furprifed at fo different a pidlure from 
the ufually received ones of this great em- 
pire, which we regard every day as more 
an objed of pohtical terror and watchful- 
nefs, and from whofe arms Europe has 
even been taught to dread another uni- 
verfal monarchy. But it mufl be remem- 
bered, that the Jights by which we judge 
are very few, and very fallacious ; nor are 
we acquainted with thofe fecret caufes 
which operate mod powerfully, and which 
will probably ever prevent this nation from 
the attainment of any dangerous fuperior- 
ity over it's neighbour?. — I have been led 
much farther than I at firft intended by 
thefe refleftions, and fhall moft gladly 
quit this train of fpecuiation, where I 
may at once delude and be deluded, to 
return to incidents and feelings more a- 
dapted to my comprehenfion, and more 

interefting to my heart. 

One 



w$i 



laMMWfe 




f 224 3 

One of the nobleft monuments of the 
gratitude and veneration univerfally paid 
to Peter the Ift, is that which her prefeiit 
Biakfty has ordered to be ereded. It is 
an equeftrian ftatue, and has been forae 
years under the hands of Monfieur Fal- 
connette. I was introduced to this great 
ftatuary only a &w days ago, and had the 
pleafure to fee the model, which is already 
compleated. In this produdian he has 
united the greateft fimplicity with the 
trueft fublimity of conception. No other 
ftatue, whether antient or modern, gave 
him the defign, which is fingular in it's 
kind, and is admirably adapted to exprefs 
the charader of the man, and the nation 
over which he reigned. Inftead of a pe- 
deftal adorned with infcriptions, or fur- 
rounded by flaves, he appears mounted 
on a rock or flone of a prodigious fize, 
up the afcent of which the horfe labors, 
and appears to have nearly reached it's 
fummit. This attitude has given him 

room 
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room to exert great anatomical beauty and 
flcill in t'le mufcks of the horfe's bind 
thighs and hams, on which the whole 
weight of his body is neceffarily fuftained. 
The Czar's figure is full of fire and fpirit: 
he fits on a bear's ficin, and is clad in a 
fimple habit not charaaeriftlc cf any par- 
ticular country, but fuch as may be worn, 
without violation of propriety, by an in- 
habitant of any. His eye is directed to 
fome apparently diftant objea, defigned 
to be the citadel, and on his features are 
mod ftrongly impreiTed the fentiment of 
" deliberation and public care:" his left 
hand holds the bridle, and his right is ex- 
tended, as the artift himfelf expreiled it, 
en pere & m niaitre. Under the figure 
on the rock is this infcription : Feteo , 
Primo, Catherina Secunda posu- 
iT, 177 . "I have endeavored," faid 
Monfieur Falconette, " -.vhile I worked 
" on this model, to catch, as far as pofH- 
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" ble, the genuine feelings of the Muf- 
" covite legiflator, and to give him fuch 
" an expreffion as himfelf would have 
** owned. I have not decked his perfon 
** with emblems of Roman confulage, or 
" placed a Marechal's baton in hish and : 
*' an antient drefs would have been un- 
" natural ; and the Ruffian he wifhed to 
" abolifh. The Ikin on which he is feat- 
*' ed, is emblematical of the nation he 
" refined. Poffibly," faid he, " the Czar 
" would have alked me, why I did not 
" put a. fabre into his hand; but, perhaps,, 
*' he made too great a ufe of it when 
*' alive, and a fculptor ought only to ex- 
" hibit thofe parts of a charader which 
" refledl honor on it, and rather to draw 
" a veil acrofs the errors and vices which 
" tarnifh it. A labored panegyric would 
" have been equally injudicious and un- 
" neceflary, fince hiftory has already per- 
*' formed that office with impartial juftice, 

" and 
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" and held up his name to unlverfal rS- 
*'gard; and I mud do her prefent ma- 
" jedy the juflice to fay, {lie had tafte 
" and difcerament enough perfedly to 
*' fee this, and to prefer the prefent fhort 
" irifcription to any other which could 
" be compofed." — Every thing is now ia 
preparation to caft the ftatue itfelf, which 
will, when finifhed, be perhaps incon- 
teftibly the moft matchlefs production of 
it's kind in Europe. — Apart from his ge- 
nius as an artift, Falconette is a man of 
uncommon talents, erudition, and expan- 
sion of fentiment : he is a citizen of 
the earth, and totally unfettered by the 
little mean diftindions of climate or of 
country, which dimini(h the benevolence 
of the heart, and fet bounds to philanthro- 
py. He is, however, faid to poiTefs, in a 
high degree, ihdit fore n^fs, as Pope expref- 
fed if, that impatience of unmerited cen- 
fure and little peevifhnefs, which men of 
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£ne parts often difcover, on account of 
the erroneous judgment which the multi- 
tude form of their abilities and execution. 
He paid many fine encomiums to the me- 
rit of our prefent painters in England, 
particularly to Sir Jofliua Reynolds, with 
whom, he faid, he maintained a conftant 
correfpondence, and interchange of their 
refpecSive compofitions. " Count Hugo- 
lino in the dungeon," hung over his 
chimney-piece, which, he faid, the Che- 
valier Reynolds had lately prefented him, 
and the exquifite expreffion of which, he 
could not behold without mingled terror 
and admiration. He enquired of me if I 
knew Mademoifelle Angelica, almofh all 
vvhofe pieces he has, and is a paffionate 
efteemer of them. In a word, I have 
received peculiar pleafure from his ac- 
quaintance, which he has permitted me 
to cultivate during my ftay here, and from 
which I derive no lefs honor than inftruc- 
I tion. 
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tion. As he has pafl the middle fiage of 
life, and has been a refident in St. Peterf- 
burgh near eight years, I could not help 
afking him, a few days ago, whether he 
had not any defign to return to France, 
his native country, particularly when a 
young prince, who feemed to open his 
reign with great applaufe, might employ 
him in fome work ornamental to his king- 
dom ? " Alas ! Sir," faid he, " I have 
" lived long enough to know, that every 
*' monarch, more efpecially a youthful 
" one, begins his career with, honor and 
" approbation, though time ufually crops 
" thefe early snd immature trophies. For 
" me, I have nothing, when I revifit my 
" native land, to alk from it, beiidcs a 
" few feet of earth to inter my remains, 
•' and that it cannot refufe me." — I have 
often obferved, that all men of fuperior 
talents hold the fame language, and, when 
the tumultuous feafon of life is over, where 
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ambition or hope may have tendered them 
ideal bleflings, and deluded their fober 
judgments, they have not any other wifh, 
than humble fequeftration, and fay with 
Tibullus, 

Me, mea pauper t as mtce tradiicat inertly 
Dum mens ajjidiio luceat igne focus. 

But you will tell me I am running into 
refledlion when you exped: defcription. I 
have done then, and will endeavor, if I 
can, in a day or two, to give you fome 
idea of this capital from my imperfedt 
views of it. 



THIS 
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St. Peterlburgh, Wednefday, 20th July, 1774, 

T^ H I S city is as yet only an immenfe 
outline, which will require future 
emprelTes, and almoft future ages, to com- 
plete. It ftands at prefent on a prodigi- 
ous extent of ground; but as the houfes 
in many parts are not contiguous, and 
great fpaces are left unbuilt, it is hard to 
afcertain it's real fize and magnitude. 
Devotion has not been wanting to add her 
magnificence, and to Gre<fl places of wor- 
ship in almoft every part. Curiofity and 
novelty have carried me to all of them- 
The external architeaure differs very lit- 
tle in any : the Greeks feem as fond of 
domes, as the Mahomedans are of mina- 
rets in their churches. They u&ally en- 
circle one large with four fmaller cupo- 
las, and cover them with copper gilt, 
0^4 which 
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which has a fine efFeift to the eye when 
the fun flhines upon it. The ornaments 
within are coftly and Barbarous : a 
Mexican temple can hardly be more {o, 
"1 hey furround a daubing of the Virgin 
and JefuG, with gold or lilver head-dref- 
fes, and fometimes complete habits, and 
only leave expofed the fingers, which the 
multitude very devoutjy kifs. Some of 
thefe ftrange compound figures of paint 
and metal are very laughable, and the 
poor Madonna feems like a prifoner in 
golden fetters. The papas or priefts are 
dreffed in veflrnents which very much 
referable the Romi/Ii, and are generally 
compofed of tiffue and cxpenfive filks. 
The manner in which they perform the 
fervice rather reminds one of an incanta- 
tion, than of a prayer offered to the Deity^ 
and they repeat much of it fo incredibly 
faft, that one is tempted to fuppoi'e it 
impoffible the auditory can underhand 
one articulate word the prieft utters, let 

their 
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their attention be ever fo ftrong. St. 
Nicholas ftill holds his rank and venera- 
tion in the Pvuffian calendar, and has al- 
moft as many altars as the Virgm herfelf. 
By the way, I do not know their reafon 
for it, but I have remarked, that in nine 
out of ten heads of her and the infant 
Jefus, they reprefent them as black, or 
at leaft a deep Indian olive colour, near- 
ly approaching to it; and in this it is 
not improbable they give a jufter idea 
of her perfon, than Raphael or Guide, 
fince the Syrian women of inferior condi- 
tion, who are expofed to the fun in the 
climate of Palxdine, muft neceffarily be 
of a very deep tawny complexion. In 
the church of the citadel repofe the bo- 
dy of Peter the 111:, and the fucceffive 
fovereigns fince his death, who are ranged 
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church, except the confcioufnefs that he 
beholds the wood which contains the 
kfhes of Peter, and that mingled fenti- 
ment of reverence and pleafure which the 
mind may experience from the contem- 
plation of it. Only one monarch is ex- 
cluded, as if unworthy to be entombed 
with his progenitors and predeceffors in 
the throne of Ruffia. This is the late 
unhappy Peter the Illd, v/ho, after his 
death, was expofed during feme days ia 
the monaftry of St. Alexander Newfskoi, 
a few miles out of town, to convince the 
people that he had not fuifered any vio- 
lence, but ended his life naturally: he was 
afterwards privately interred there. — As I 
have mentioned his name, I am led to 
make a few remarks on his life and cha- 
radler. Though under the prefent reign 
it may be imagined, that few perfons ei- 
ther dare or chufe to fpeak their fenti- 
ments freely with refpea to him, yet I 
am induced to believe, from univerfal tef- 
i timony. 
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timony, that he was very unworthy and 
unfit to reign, and that whatever private 
condemnation the emprefs, as his wife, 
may undergo, it was a moft falutary and 
requifite policy for Ruffia to depofe him. 
He brought to St. Peterfburgh all the il- 
liberal and pernicious prejudices of a Ger- 
man J he avowed his open contempt for 
their religion, their manners, their laws; 
he was on the point of commencing a 
war with Denmark for the recovery of 
his Holftein dominions, and would have 
begun his march acrofs the immenfe 
tradt of country which feparates thei« 
kingdoms in a few days i he had perfo- 
nally ill-treated and injured his wife, and 
alienated by his imprudence and folly 
every heart. The vigor and celerity with 
which the emprefs aded in efFedling the 
revolution, could only be exceeded by the 
pufillanimity and meannefs with which 
Peter refigned the crov/n. He was him- 
felf, on thQ day which preceded this event, 

at 
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at the palace of Oranienbaum, and totally 
unprepared for fuch a charige, of which 
he entertained no fufpicion. She departed 
from PeterhofF, where fhe then was, by 
a poftern door in the gardens, very early 
in the morning, Prince OrlofF conducing 
her in his coach, and reached Peteriburgh 
before her abfence was known. She in- 
flantly took poffellion of the palace with- 
out difficulty or oppolition, and putting 
hcrfelf in a uniform at the head of the 
guards, niarched towards PeterhofF. As 
icon as the emperor i-eceived this intelli- 
gence, he embarked immediately from 
Oranienbaum, which is iituate on the 
ihore of the gulf of Finland, in one of the 
iaiperial yachts, in hopes to reach Cron- 
ftadt, which is nearly oppofite, and in 
the fortrefs of which he would have been 
fecure. Here, however, he v^as difap- 
pointed, as the emprefs had already anti- 
cipated his intention, and difpatched two 
admirals, who • fecured it. When he 



came 
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came near the fortrefs, they ordered him 
to keep diF, or they would iliik him, and 
at \.\i& fiime time pointed the guns for that 
pifrpofe : befides his niiilrefs, the Coun- 
tefs of Voronzoff, he had a number of 
women and attendants in the veiTel with 
him: terrified with the appearance of op- 
polition, they knelt around him, and rent 
the air with their cries, to induce hioi tcs 
reh'nquifli his purpofe : efFedliveJy he did 
fo, and yielding to his own fears, ant! 
their importunities, he had not the cou- 
rage to attempt to land, but returned back 
to Oranienbaum. It proved afterwards 
that thefe guns were not loaded. The old 
Felt-Marechal Count Munich, who had 
been newly recalled frorn his long exile 
in Siberia, was with him at this critical 
emergency, and gave him the only advice 
which could poflibly have faved him. He 
implored him to go boldly and mztt the 
eaiprefs, to charge the guards on their al- 
legiance to obey Iiis orders as their fove- 



reign, and ofFered to lofe his own life in 
his defence. Peter had not fufficient 
magnanimity and greatnefs of mind, ei- 
ther to perceive the abfolute neceffity of 
this conduct, or to embrace it inftantly. 
On the contrary, confulting only with 
his terrors, he threw himfelf on the 
ground before the emprefs, in the gardens 
of Oranienbaum, covering his face with 
both his hands, burft into all the impo- 
tence of tears, and only implored in terms 
of the moft abjedt fubmiffion, that his life 
might be fpared, and his paternal domi- 
nions of Holflein affigned him. She 
commanded him to rife, and conduced 
him to the palace of PeterhoiF, where he 
figaed a paper, by which he refigned all 
power into her hands. Mean while co- 
vered waggons were provided, which took 
different roads, that it might not be 
knovVn in which was the depofed prince; 
and this mighty revolution, which tranf- 
ferred the greatefl empire on earth, was 

efFsded 
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eflfefted in a few hourf-, almofl without 
any confufion or uproar. The people, 
accuftomed to defpotifm, and indifferent 
who was the ruler, remained lilent and 
quiet fpedators of it, the guards being 
the only aitors, and the whole a repe- 
tition of the Princefs Elizabeth's conduct 
feme years before, when young Ivan was 
depofed and fhe feized the throne. — Over 
the reft of this mournful Rory we muft 
draw a veil. Such a prifoner it is natural 
to fuppofe could not long remain in that 
condition. On the ninth day confequent 
to his feizure it was reported he had a 
diforder in his bowels, and foon after his 
death was announced. We know no 
more. Hiftory, in fome future age, may 
poffibly elucidate his end ; but in this 
century it is not likely fuch a fecret will 
be divulged. 

Though I wodd not, however indi- 
red:Jj, appear the apologift of crimes, yel 
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juftice requires I fhould fay, that it is uni- 
verfally allowed the emprefs might plead 
felf-defence, if not even felf-prefervation, 
to juftify her conduft, as it is known that 
Peter had concerted and would have car- 
ried into execution the moll fevere mea- 
fures againft her, if he had not been 
prevented by fo vigorous an attack. If 
we add to this, the uniform tenor of her 
life and reign fince that asra, during which 
humanity and wifdom fecm fcarce ever to 
have forfaken her, candor will, perhaps, 
be induced to pafs over one fpot, which 
ilate-policy rendered neceifary, and which 
from the moment of her refiftance became 
unavoidable. — I return to Peteriburgh. 



The public buildings of different kinds 
are fo prodigioufly numerous in this city, 
that I am inclined to believe they confti- 
tute a fifth or fixth part of the v/hole capi- 
tal. Some of them are of ftone, but the 
larger part are only brick, or wood plaii- 

tered. 
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tered. The winter-palace is compofed of 
the former materials, and was ereded by 
the lateEmprefs Elizabeth: it is very 
lart^c and very heavy: one would have 
fuppofed Sir John Vanbrugh was invoked 
to lend his aid in the plan of it, fince no- 
thing can more ftrikingly refemble his 
ftyle. It is not yet quite finidied, like al- 
moft every thing elfe in Ruffia. The 
fituation is vtry lovely, on the banks of 
the Neva, and in the center of the town. 
Contiguous to it is a fmall palace, built by 
the prefent emprefs, and called, why I 
know not, The Hermitage. It no more 
refembles our idea oi a hermitage, than it 
does a temple j but when her majefty re- 
fides in this part of the building The is in 
retreat, and there is no drawing room or 
court. I v/as admitted a few days ago to 
fee thefe apartments, which are very ele- 
gant, and furniflied with great tafle. 
There are two galleries of paintingF, 
K which 
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which have been lately purchafed at sn 
imrnenfe expence in Italy, and among 
which I would willingly, was it permit- 
ted, fpend feme hours every day during 
my refidence here. The crown, which I 
faw in the palace itfelf, is perhaps the 
richeftin Europe. It is fhaped like a 
bonnet, and totally covered with dia- 
monds. In the fceptre is the celebrated 
one, purchafed by Prince OrloiF for 
500,000* rubles, and prefented by him 
to his fovereign miftrefs only a few months 
ago. It far exceeds Pitt's diamond in 
iize, and is not inferior in water. Lapi- 
daries declare it the mofl: beautiful and 
rare ever brought from Golconda. 

There are two academies here, one of 
arts and the other of fciences, both of 
which I have repeatedly vifited. The 

* A coin value about 4s. 6d. Engliflj, 
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tarefent emprefs has founded the firil, 
which will be, when fini(hed, a fuperb 
edifice : it is furniflied with mafters in 
the different branches of polite letters, 
and filled with cafts from the moil re- 
nowned models of Greek and Roman 
fculpture. I do not, however, find that as 
yet any eminent geniuffes have appeared, 
though they have not been without artifts. 
Nature feems to have confined perfection 
in thefe elegant and exquifite produdlions, 
to certain climates and people, among 
whom they fprung fpontaneous for cen- 
turies j and which are only imperfeSly 
copied by other nations, where the feeds 
are not fo happily difpofed, or the organs 
fo juftly adapted. 

i am more charmed with the river Ne- 

va itfelf, than with any thing I fee here. 

The Thames is not comparable to it in 

beauty; and as the ilream fets conflantly 
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out of the Lake Ladoga into the gulf of 
Finland, it is always full, clear, and 
perfedly clean. Along it's banks is be- 
yond all doubt the finell walk in the 
world. It is not a quay, as veflels never 
come up to this part, but a parade, running 
a mile in length j the buildings on which 
are hardly to be exceeded in elegance. It 
is yet to be continued to double the 
length. Over the river in the narrowefl 
part is a bridge on pontoons. From this 
noble river, canals are cut to all parts, of 
the city J nor could any fituation be more 
favorable to the genius of commerce, if 
the inclemency of the latitude did not 
keep it froze up, at leaft five months an- 
nually. As this place is the formation 
of fo few years, it is laid out with great 
regularity : there is not any thing which 
looks old, and much is ftill imperfedl and 
unfiniflied. The buildings have through- 
out a very handfome appearance, and are 
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like every thing elfe, on a larger fcale 
than I have ever feen elfewhere. The 
ilreets are moflly paved ; but they have a 
cuftom here of laying in many places a 
flooring of timber on the ground. This, 
I am told, was yet more common formerly 
in Mofcow, where, in the frequent fires 
they ufed to have, the ftreet itfelf caught 
the flames, and the conflagration became 
terrible, as the houfes hkewife are moftly 
made of wood even at prefent. 




The police of Peterfburgh is very good, 
and one may walk with great fafety at any 
hour. Now and then a murder happens, 
but they are not frequent. 

At this feafon of the year, when the 
court are out of town, there are fcarce 
any public fpeftacles, except at the impe- 
rial palace, where a Rufllan and French 
comedy are performed generally once a 
R J week. 
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week. The feats are adjufled by rank, 
and no money is paid for entrance, as it is 
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the emprefs's own amufement, and limited 
to people of condition. For my own 
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come when I ufually fet out, and the 
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St. Peterfburgh, Saturday, 23d July, 1774. 



' 1^ H E genuine Ruffians who are una- 
dulterated by a commerce with other 
nations, evidently partake much more of 
Afiatic than of European manners : the 
men among the lower clafs univerfally 
wear the beard, in defiance of all the rigo- 
rous editls iffued by Peter the Ifl to abo- 
lifli this barbarous cuftom. The women 
in general only bind their heads with 
pieces of filk or linen, very nearly refem- 
bling in appearance the eaftern turband, 
and accommodate the other parts of their 
drefs pretty nearly to our's. I have, 
however, feen many of them in the old 
Mufcovite habits of the different provin- 
ces, which are curious and grotefque in 
R 4 the 
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the higheft degree. In fome the head- 
drefs projefls fix or eight inches from 
the forehead, and is enriched withpearlsj 
in others it ip a fort of bonnet laced, and 
fitting clofe round the headj nor is the 
reft of their habit lefs fingalar, 

I am only juft returned from beino' a 
fpedtator cf one of their cuftoms, at which 
I could not help being a little furprifed. 
It was a promifcuous bathing of not Jefs 
than two hundred perfons of both fexes. 
I know you will immediately recoUea: 
Lady Montague's defeription of the baths 
of Sophia, and exped: fomewhat of the 
fame nature j but nothing can be more 
oppofite or unlike. The vivid colouring 
of her pen has called up a fcene more vo- 
luptuouj and glowing, than any which 
Ovid imagined, or Titian drew : we fee 
the houris of Mahommed realized, and 
beauty in all it's naked magnificence: 

but 




r 249 ] 

but this was a fight rather excitive of dif- 
o-uft than defire, and to which only curio- 
fity could ever have led me. There are 
feveral of thefe public bagnios in Peterf- 
burgh, and every one pays a few copiques 
(value a halfpenny Englifl:i each) for ad- 
mittance. There are, indeed, feparate 
fpaces for the men and women; but they 
feem quite regardlefs of this diftinftion, 
and fit or bathe in a flate of abfolute nu- 
dity among each other. What is equally 
extraordinary, they go firft into a room 
heated to fo intenfe a degree that it is 
fcarce poffible to breathe in it; and after 
having remained there till their bodies are 
in the moft violent perfpiration, they in- 
ftantly either plunge into the cold water 
of the Neva, or elfe throw a quantity of 
it over them from little buckets with 
which they are all provided for that pur- 
pofe. This may only harden a Ruffian 
conilitution, but, I believe, would be 
2 found 
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found to have very difterent cfFedls on an 
Englifh one. The greater part of the 
vyomen were the mofl: hideous figures I 
ever beheld, and reminded me of Horace's 
Canidia, for whom they were very proper 
companions. I counted half a dozen 
young girls who appeared tolerably pretty, 
and they never could have been viewed to 
more advantage than near fuch foils. As 
a iludier of nature I confefs this is as pro- 
per a fchool as can be imagined, fince 
fancy can hardly figure an attitude which 
may not be found here; but as a volup- 
tuary I would never vifit it more. 
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A gentleman with whom I happened to 
be in company fome days fiace, commu- 
nicated to me a remark on the Mufcovite 
women, which I thought ingenious, and 
may very poflibly be true. We were 
talking of the Indian dancing girls, whom 
J have i'eeii at Goa, Mangalore, and other 
2 places 
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places on the coaft of Malabar, who, it is 
known, are capable of cohabitation at ele- 
ven years of age, and frequently have 
children at thofe years : a circumdance 
refulting in a great degree from their 
proximity to the fun, which ripens men 
as well as plants much earlier in thofe 
tropical latitudes ! '? You muft not, how- 
ever," faid he, " apprehend that the farne 
rule reverfed holds good among us, and 
that becaufe an Indian is arrived to matu- 
rity at eleven, a Rufiian is not fo till 
twenty-two. The females in this coun- 
try are all forced, and brought forward in 
defpite of nature : during the winter 
months they are conftantly in apartments 
heated by ftoves to a vaft degree, from 
which they enter upon a hafty, but hot 
fammer of two or three months. The 
confequence of this, fuperadded to their 
warm baths, of which they are very 
fond, is, that they want, like every other 
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and vitiated tafte. The late empreis Eli- 
zabeth was one of tbefe ponderous and 
maiiy beauties, and fuch fhe appears in 
the portraits I have feen of her. — They 
pretend to fay there is not a court of more 
gallantry than this in Europe, and that the 
ladies who compofe it would not have 
difgraced that of Joan of Naples itfelf j fo 
famous in ftory. Her majefty's conduft, 
however, as foon as fhe could with pro- 
priety (hew her refentment on the affair 
of a late minifter, who, if fame fay true, 
was rather feduced by than the feducer of 
a maid of honor, was very Ipirited and 
fevere. The lady is fent into retirement, 
to faft away her trefpafs. 



The climate is prodigioufly altered 
within this laft week. All the violence 
of the heat is paft, and they fay it will 
return no more this fummer. They have 
no fruits here, except flra wherries and raf- 

berries : 
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bdrrjes: wall-fruit is almoft unknown; 
and muft neceiiarily be fo in fuch a cli- 
mate. They have, however, as I am af- 
fured, excellent melons, pomegranates, 
and pines, brought to Peterfburgh from 
Aftracan in tv.'enty-one days, which is not 
a lefs diftance than fifteen hundred miles, 
acrofs all Mufcovy. Indeed, when one 
refieds on the immenfe magnitude of this 
empire, one is loft in the idea. They 
count five thoufand miles from hence to 
Kamptfchatka, the eaftern but uncertain 
termination of their dominion j and north 
j't runs " to Greenland, Zembla, or the 
Lord knows where." In this are rec- 
koned, I think, fix feparate kingdoms, 
the diiiindl crowns of vi'hich are all to be 
feen at Mofcow. Thefe are Ruffia, Si- 
beria, Cafan, Aftracan, and two others 
whofe names I am not acquainted with. 
The foil, climate, and produce, muft be 
infinitely different in fo extenfive a do- 
main. 
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main. The Ukraine is reprefented to be 
one of the moft fertile and delicious pro- 
vinces of the earth, by thofe who have 
vifited it. The country round this capi- 
tal is a morafs overgrown with birch and 
fir, nor is there a hili within feveral miles. 
The houfes of Peterfburgh are all built on 
piles, as thofe of Amfterdam ; and I am 
often ftrikingly reminded of Holland. 



Among the public inflitutions, I v^as 
carried lad Sunday to fee one, which can 
hardly be exceeded in utility by any in 
Europe, and is worthy of the prefent em- 
prefs, who may be deemed it's foundrefs. 
Elizabeth her predeceffor eredled it, and 
defigned it for a nunnery. It is fituate 
juft out of town, and is a moft princely 
and magnificent building, though like 
every thing elfe not yet compleated. Her 
prefent n::iajefty, who has preferred wif- 
dom to fuperftition, converted it into a 
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public place of education, where young 
women of all conditions are compleatly 
inflrucfted in every necelTary and eleganf 
accomplifhment, at the fole expence of 
the crown. Thofe of noble families are 
kept quite diftindl from the inferior chil- 
dren. I think they informed me, there 
are at this time upwards of two hundred 
and thirty of the former, and double that 
number of the latter, in this admirable 
feminary. 



A 



Some branches of the police have ap- 
peared to me Angular, though I muft 
allow they are produdive of falutary con- 
fequences. I was a little indifpofed foon 
after my arrival, and fent my fervant to 
purchafe fome magnefia in the {hops. He 
brought me word that no apothecary 
would fell him anyj and that three or 
four of them had aflured him they dared 
not part with a dram if a hundred ducats 

was 
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Was offered for it, unlefs a regular pre- 
fcription was brought them figned by a 
phyfician, as the punifhment is very fe- 
vere. Efculapius could not have made a 
]aw more beneficial to the faculty ; but it 
prevents empirics from deftroying num- 
bers, as they do with impunity among us, 
and renders it very eafy to difcover poifons, 
by tracing to it's fource the vender of 
them. Another regulation here, though 
not without it's advantages likewife, is 
very troublefome. No ftranger can quit 
the capital to pafs the frontiers, without 
having been iirft adverlifed in all the pub- 
lic papers for ten days preceding his de- 
parture, though his bufinefs or affairs 
ihould be ever fo urgent. It muft be re- 
membered, however, that Pcterfburgh is 
»ol a thoroughfare, and that hardly any 
perfon comes to it merely to flay a day or 
two; fo that the inconvenience is not fo 
great or univerfal as at firfi: one is tempted 
t<5 fuppofe. 

S I have 
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I have made one or two excurfions into 
tlie country, particularly to Gatchina, a 
palace of Prince Orloff's, about forty miles 
off. It is fituate in the moft eligible 
fpot within a great diftance of the me- 
tropolis, and will when finifhed be a fu- 
perb feat. The gardens are laid out in 
the Englifh tafte by a man of great merit, 
who was fent for by the prince on that 
account. The nature of the ground, and 
a fine piece of water near the houfe, gave 
him fcope for his genius. On ray return 
from hence I faw the royal palace of 
Zarfco-Zelo: this was built by Elizabeth, 
and is the compleatefl triumph of a bar- 
barous tafte I have feen in thefe northern 
kingdoms. The fituation is low, and 
commands hardly any profpedt, nor has 
any natural advantages to claim fuch a 
preference. It is very large, and the 
front extends to a great length, as there is 
only one ftory befides the ground floors. 
All the capitals of the pillars, the ftatues, 
3 and 
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and many other parts of the external 
flrudure are gilt ; nor does the eye meet 
fcarce any thing elfe, in the apartments 
within. One room is in a very peculiar 
and uncommon ftile of magnificence, the 
fides of it being entirely compofed of am- 
ber, on which are difpofed feftoons and 
other ornaments of the fame. It's tranf- 
parency, and the confcioufnefs of it's rarity 
have a fine efi^ed. This was a prefent of 
the reigning king of Prufiia to the late 
emprefs. Her prefent raajefty prefers this 
palace to any of the others j and when 
there, flie is in retreat, as in town at the 
hermitage. 




I have never yet faid a word of the 
Grand Duke of Ruffia, and heir apparent 
to the crown. He is juft twenty years of 
age. It is very hard to know what quali- 
ties or talents he really poflefies, fince 
under this defpotic and jealous govern- 
ment, there is fcarce any material power 
S 2 veftcd 




[ 26o ] 

vefted in the fecond, more than the hun* 
dredth perfon in the empire. He has not 
betrayed any lliining parts, or peculiar 
traits of character. Thofe who know 
him, fay, he is amiable, affable, and well- 
difpofed: — but how general and uncertain 
are thefe ftrokes ; and how little may we, 
perhaps, recognize them in the, future 
emperor, Paul the Ift? He has been 
married, you know, about eleven months. 
The grand duchefs, who is a German 
princefs of the houfe of Helfe-Darmftadt, 
is plain in her perfon^ but yet has a fome- 
what about the lineaments of her counte- 
nance and whole demeanor, which, if I 
inclined to judge from phyfiognomy, 
would give me a very favorable impreffion 
of her heart and difpofition. This, I am 
affured, flie well merits, and that the duke 
is much attached to her. 

I faw an account yefterday in our En- 

glifli papers, which are refiedtiveJy and 

3 on 
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on principle the avowed vehicles of falf- 
hood over all Europe, that the rebel 
Pugerchef was taken prifoner, and his 
party at an end. On the contrary, he has 
retired into the fouthern provinces of the 
empire, where he flill excites frefh com- 
motions; and I am juft informed four 
new regiments are ordered to march a- 
gainft him. He has been here, what 
Ali-Bey was in Egypt, and will probably 
at length meet with the fame deiliny. 



The death of the late grand fignior 
feems to have made no alteration in the 
war between the Porte and Ruffia. Two 
vaft armies under the command of Prince 
Dolgorucki and Marflial Romanzoff, are 
ftill ading againft the Turks ; the firft in 
the Crimea, the other on the Danube,, 
whofe banks they have fertilized with 
human blood. The news of an impor- 
tant advantage gained by the emprefs's 
forces, was received here ten or twelve 
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days 
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days ago, for which the guns of the cita- 
del were fired ; but peace is apparently 
far off. Frefli Bachas and frefli Janiza- 
ries fupply the place of thofe who fall by 
the fword ; and the Turks, become cau- 
tious by fo many defeats, adopt Fabius's 
maxim, and endeavour to tire out the 
enemy by protracting this expenfive and 
fanguinary war., A policy the wifefl and 
n)oft efficacious they can poffibly embrace, 
when it is confidered at what an immenfe 
dillance from the capital of this empire 
the fcene of adion is fituate ! It is from 
the funis requifite to anfwer the military 
charges, that the unfiniflied and imperfed' 
appearance of every thing in Peterfburgh 
refults, and that it's advancerpent in beau- 
ty and magnificence is for a while retarded. 
A lover of the arts of peace cannot but 
regret this unhappy neceflity. 

The celebrated globe of Tycho Brahe, 
ivhich Peter the Ifl procured from Fre- 
deric 



deric the iVth in Denmark, exifts no 
more : it was confumed by fire in the 
year 1747* I f^w the new one this morn- 
ing, lately conflrudled on the model of the 
other, but fomewhat inferior in fize. 
The exa£t dimenfions of the firft I do not 
know. The prefent globe is eleven feet 
in diameter from pole to pole, and in the 
infide is a table with feats round it, which 
can admit twelve perfons. — I fat down in 
it fome time. On the internal concave 
globe are all the celeftial figns and con- 
ftellations, the ftars being marked accord- 
ing to their different magnitudes by filver 
ftuds radiated. The external globe is 
painted with the various countries of the 
earth: but this part is not yet compleated. 
A circular building has been erefled in 
the midft of an open fpot, and detached 
from any other houfe, for the reception 
and prefervation of this noble aftronomi- 
cal machine, which is, I apprehend, the 
Jargeft of it's kind in Europe, 
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I am now on the point of quitting Pe-. 
teriburgh, to return to England. Of the 
genius, manners, and real character of the 
Mufcovites, I neither pretend nor can 
poffibly know any thing from the fhort 
ilay I have made here. I have only Ceen 
the refidence of the court, not the antient 
capital of the empire. If I obeyed the 
impulfe of my own inclinations, I fhould 
not content myCdf with this partial and 
imperfed view: on the contrary, my 
wiflies would not even be gratified by a 
fight of Mofcow itfelfi I fhould continue 
my rout from thence to Cafan and Aftra- 
can ; nor flop even there, unlefs from an 
incapacity of paifing by the Cafpian fea, 
and intermediate provinces of the Otto- 
man dominion, to Conflantinople. They 
fmile and give me a look of incredulity 
mingled with furprize, when I allure them 
it is my intention, if unfurmountable ob, 
flacles do not prevent me, to return here 
md attempt this tour; little knowing 



that danger and fatigue have no terrors for 
me, when knowledge is the reward of my 
endeavors, I am confcious this fentiment 
is not to be transfufed, nor perhaps in 
general believed. That paffionate enthii- 
fiafm, that infatiable avidity, that divine 
and indefcribable delight which I experi- 
ence while engaged in this occupation^ 
I attempt in vain by language and de- 
fcription to kindle in other bofbms, where 
nature has not given a iimilarity of feel- 
ing. It is that ideal but irrefiftiblc 
charm with which enthufiafm inverts her 
objeds of purfuit, which alone can roufc 
the foul of man, and make him look down 
on wealth, or power, or fplendor, when 
deftitute of wifdom, with contempt. I 
have, however, found much entertainment 
mingled with that improvement which 
opens and expands the mind in this ihort 
reiidence here : neither Copenhagen or 
Stockholm contain fo much to attrad the 
police of a traveJier, particuJariy when it 

is 
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is remembered that thofe cities have pro- 
bably reached their meridian, and that 
every month adds to the beauty and mag- 
nificence of this new-born metropoh"s. 
My rout lies, as you know, through Ingria, 
over ground wrefted by the Czar from 
Sweden.— I difpatch this to-night. My 
next will be from Narva. Adieu ! 



Your's, &c. 



LET- 



[ 26; 3 



LETTER XII. 



Narva, Sunday, 31ft July, 1774, 

LAST Thurfday morning about fix 
o'clock I quitted St. Peterfburgh, 
where feveral little accidents had concur- 
red to detain me fome days longer than I 
intended. The whole intermediate coun- 
try from thence to the gates of this city is 
a vaft plain, level, open, and covered in 
many parts with harvefls, which the pea- 
fants are already reaping. It reminded me 
exceedingly of Salilbury plain, to which 
it bore a high refemblance. My inten- 
tion was only to have ftaid in Narva a 
few hours, but the preffing inftances of 
two or three very hofpitable gentlemen, 
whom I have met with here, has induced 
me to prolong it. After dinner laft Fri- 
day they carried me out of town, to fliew 
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me the celebrated fpot on which Charles 
the Xllth routed 100,000 Mufcovites, 
with his little Svvcdifli troop rather than 
army, only feventy years ago. The en- 
trenchments of the Ruffian camp are ftill 
diftinaiy vifible, and extend, as they affure 
me, near eighteen Englifh miles along the 
/hore of the gulf of Finland. Their bead 
quarters were eftablifted in a little iiland 
fituate at the narrowed pan of the river, 
where was a bridge, which finking under 
the crowd of flying Mufcovites, deftroyed 
as great a number as their enemies had 
done. Peter moA feverely revenged the 
diflionour of his arms on that unfortunate 
day, when he afterwards took Narva, and 
tranfported the wretched inhabitants into 
the moft remote parts of his dominions. 
They yet fbew the baftion where he gave 
the affaultj and it is faid, that on his en- 
tering the place, and finding the Swedi/h 
commandant in his robe de chambre, un- 
apprehenfive of fuch an event, he /Iruck 

him 



[ ^h 3 

him feveral times, reproaching him for 
his remiiTnefs to his fovereign's intereft, 
and for having been found in a drefs fb 
unworthy of a foldier. 

A gentleman of condition with whom 
I have formed a fort of intimacy during 
my little ftay, and who is equally a man of 
letters and of urbanity, has related to me 
an anecdote refpeding his own family, 
which I (hall give you as nearly as poflii- 
ble in his exa£t words. I thought it very 
interefting, and very iingular. " My 
" mother," faid he, " and her elder fifler, 
" were both natives of Livonia, and be- 
" came captives to the Czar when this 
" city was taken. They were fold as 
" fuch to the Ruffians, and carried by 
" them into the interior parts of the em-- 
•* plre fouth of Mofcow. Fortune had 
" not even allied them in this ftate of ex- 
" ilej nor did the one know to what ma- 
<♦ fter the other belonged. In this fitua- 

" tion. 
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" tioii, as a ilave, my mother remained 
" two years; at the end of which time 
" fhe found her elder fifter, whofe fate 
*• had been much more mild : a boyard 
" or noble, captivated with her perfon, 
** married her, and had raifed her to a 
" ftate of affluence arid power. This fhe 
" immediately employed to refcue her 
" fifler, and under her protedion my mo- 
" ther remained till the interceffion of the 
" Emprefs Catherine, who was originally 
" a Livonian villager, procured permiflion 
" to all the banlflied natives to return, 
" and even the reflitution of their houfes, 
" efFeds, and fortunes. This edid: in- 
" duced my mother to quit the afylum 
" fhe had found in RulTia, and flie re- 
" turned again to Narva. I need not re- 
" mind you, that the great Prince Men- 
" zikofF, whofe genius and merit raifed 
" him from the flation of a paflry-coofc's 
" boy, to the highefl employments under 
" Peter the Ifl, was afterv/ards banii!hed 

" to 
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" to Siberia, and all his eflates confif- 
" cated. The boyard who had married 
" my aunt, was one of his immediate de- 
" pendants, and had the fuperintendance 
" of his lands : he was involved in the 
*• ruin of the prince, and reduced to a 
*' ilate of poverty and diftrcfs. His wife 
" fled immediately to her younger fifter 
" for refuge, who had now an opportunity 
" to retaUate the benefits fhe had formerly 
" received, and to extend that protedion 
" {he once had wanted. My aunt, whom 
" I well remember, is dead ; but my mo- 
" ther is alive at this prefent time, from 
" whpfe mouth I have a thdufand times 
*' heard the ftory, and of whofe veracity 
" there can be no doubt. There are," 
continued he, " many old perfons yet 
" alive who remember the battle of Nar- 
" va, and among others is a man whofe 
" life was preferved by a moil uncommon 
** drcumftance. He was an infant at 
" the breafl, and only about a twelve- 

*' month 
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" month old. Some Mufcovite foldiefS 
" with a mercilefs barbarity tore him from 
" the nurfe's arms, and throwing him 
•' againft a wall left him bleeding, and as 
" they apprehended dead ; the M^oman, 
" however, attached to the child, return- 
" ed, and by her care recovered hii'n; and 
" he too is ftill aiive." 

I fpent the greater part of yeilerday at 
the mouth of the river, which is about 
eight miles from hence. It was beautiful 
weather, and tempted us to fail out upon 
the gulf of Finland. Ships of confiderab.'e 
burden lie in the road, there being very 
little water on the bar, though the river 
itfelf is deep quite up to the town. It 
empties itfelf into the great Peipus Lake, 
about forty miles fouth of Narva. On 
the other fide of this lake is fituate the 
city of Pleflcow in Mufcovy : it fuppUcs 
Narva with the deals and hemp which 
form almoil the fole articles of it's com- 
merce. 
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merce, and are brought here by the Pei- 
pus. On the other fide this river, oppo- 
fite'the town, is n large fuburb with an 
antient fortrels called Ivanogorod, built 
by a czar named John Bafiliwitz, who, 
if I recoHect right, was a cotemporary of 
our Elizabeth, and made a treaty of com- 
merce with the Englifh under her reign. 
Thefe were the frontier towns of the 
Swedifh and Ruffian territory for a long 
feries of years, the river forming the 
boundary. 



The fame gentleman whom I have 
already mentioned, has informed me of 
fome particulars relative to the antiquity 
of Narva. It was founded by Waldemar 
the Ift, king of Denmark, whofe origi- 
nal charter they yet have among the ar- 
chives of the city, and guard with great 
care. By the fucceeding fovereigns it 
•was fold to the Teutonic knights, from 
whom Sigifm.und king of Sweden and 
T Poland 
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Poland took it, about the conclufion of 
the iixteenth century. Under the kings 
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of Sweden it afterwards i-emained, who 
granted it peculiar immunities and ijrivi- 
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leges, all of which Peter confirmed when 
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it changed maflers. 
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I had the pleafure to dine in company 
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with four ladies yeflerday, who were ha- 
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bited in the Livonian drefs. Nothing 
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could more aptly realize that barbarous 
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fplendor which has been fo frequently de- 
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pidured, but is now fo rarely to be feea 
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in any parts of Europe. It was expenfive. 
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and might have been worn by perfons of 
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the firfl- eminence without degradation of 
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their rank. Their heads were covered 
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with a complete bonnet of pearls, which 
were not Vv'orth lefs than two thoufand 
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rubles ; * and round their necks were feve- 
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necks was left expofed; but the lower 
part was concealed by a veft of red filk 
which fat clofe to the breaft, and was 
bordered with a gold lace of a vaft 
breadth which defcended to their feet. 
Their arms had no other covering than 
the fleeves of their fhifts, and when they 
walked out they threv/ over their heads 
and flioulders a piece of filk refembling 
a Highland' plaid, and which was a fort of 
fubftitute for our capuchin. As a proof 
of the juftice of my remark in a former 
letter on the early maturity to which wo- 
men attain in thefe northern countries, 
I cannot forget to mention that one of 
thefe four ladies had been married fix 
months, though (he is now only twelve 
years and a half old ; nor is this an un- 
common or unprecedented thing. 

I am now juft going to dine about a 

mile out of town, at a gentleman's feat 

clofe to the fall on the river. In the 

T 2 after- 
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afternoon I fliall continue my journey, 
and may, it is not improbabJe, fin'iih this 
letter in {oxnc part of Livonia, 



Riga, Monday, 8th Auguft, 177^. 

IT Is a beautiful walk of about a mile 

and a half along the banks of the 

river above Narva to the Mh. There 

are tw^o, a fmall ifland dividing the ftream 

juft at the place: I only favs^ one of them, 

the eye not taking in both at once, as on 

the Dahl in Sweden. Jf I had never iQ^n 

' thefe lafl cataradls, thofe of Narva \vould 

have pleafed me more, as they are in no 

refpea to be placed in competition with 

them. The breadth is, indeed, greater : 

judging from my eye, I fliould fuppofe 

them near or quite 130 yards acrofs, but 

the fall is only eighteen or nineteen (est. 

Yet even here the roar of the water whtn. 

quite clofe, the mift %ing up over it, and 

the 
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the furrounding objeds, which are very 
pidurefque, affedl the mind with a plea- 
fing aflonifliment, and detain the fpeila- 
tor in a voluntary bondage. 



It was fix in the evening before I re- 
turned to the town and purfued my jour- 
ney. The firft ilage lies entirely over the 
plains which the Mufcovites occupied on 
the famous day when young Charles de- 
feated them. From thence the road 
turns in-land, and on Monday evening I 
found myfelf on the fands at the edge of 
the Peipus Lake, along whofe borders I 
drove for feveral miles. Night clofed in 
as I reached Ninall, a little village waflied 
by its waves, and very delightfully fitua- 
ted. From hence I had only between 
forty and fifty miles to Derpt, where I 
got next morning to breakfafl. This 
place, which is rather a large, llraggling, 
ill-built village than a town, was formerly, 
Vv'hen Livonia belonged to Sweden, of con- 
T 3 fiderable 
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llderable importance, having been for^ 
li'iied, and a frontier garrifon on the 
fide of Mufcovy., It is fituate ia the moft 
fertile and beautiful part of the province, 
on a fmall river which communicates 
with the Peipus Lake, and furrounded 
with harveils, which at this k^xCon of 
the year are waving in all the pride of 
plenty. JuO: above the town, on an emi- 
nence, from whence the eye commands 
all this vale, fland the ruins of an abbev 
or cathedra], which the Ruffians are em- 
ployed in totally demolifhing. It's fitua- 
tion, which is very eligible in a military 
light, has induced them to commit this 
outrage on the venerable remains of piety 
and magnificence which the building ex- 
hibits. Poflerity will fee the ftandard 
wave where the crucifix has flood, and 
the matin bell will be fucceeded by the 
trumpet. He who reveres antiquity can- 
not but deplore this change, and regret 
the havoc which war, under every (hape^ 

15 
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is continually making on the produaions 
of elegance and art. The traditions I 
colledled relative to this ftrufture from 
the inhabitants of the town, were very- 
vague and unfatisfaaory. " The Teuto- 
nic knights, the firft reformers, conque- 
rors, and Lords of Livonia, were," they 
faid, " the reputed founders of it; the 
Ruffians and Poles, in their different in- 
curfions, had injured and defaced it; and 
in one of thefe irruptions the citizens of 
Derpt, who had fled to it for fanduary, 
and hoped for protedion in it, had all 
been maffacred." 



I purfued my rout in the afternoon 
through one of the moft fertile plains, 
which can be conceived: this beautiful 
vale terminated about forty miles from 
Derpt. As evening drew on, I entered a 
thick wood of fir and birch trees, where 
the fand was almofl up to the axle-tree of 
the chaifej the night was extremely dark, 
T 4 and 
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and it rained and blew very hard. It was 
one o'clock in the morning when I arrived 
at the poft-houfe, which is in t])e midft 
of the wood; and as I was determined to 
%vait the return of dny, I lay down in my 
cloaths, and fell prefently faft afleep; 
the fatigue of the two preceding nights, 
during which I had taken no reft, except 
in the carriage, having made a little re- 
pofe very neceiTary.— The fame groves 
continued almoft the whole enfuino- dav 
In the evening I reached Wolmar, a little 
town which was formerly fortified, aqd 
where are yet the walls of a caftle conftrud- 
ed by the Swedes. From hence I had only 
about eighty miles to the city of Riga; but 
n was Friday morning when I got there, 
and terminated my journey acrofs Livonia. 
The diftance from Narva exceeds 300 En- 
gliOi miles. My ftay in this city has been 
rather regulated by caprice, than ftri<ftly 
proportioned to the number of objedls it 
prefents, either to elegant amufement or 
? inftrudion. 
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inftrudtion. It would be hard to have found 
a fpot more deflitute of any natural beauties 
or advantages to induce an adventurer to 
fix in, than is that where Riga {lands. Deep, 
barren fands invefl it round on every fide, 
and a traveller who regulated his ideas of 
the province by that part of it he faw 
here, would accufe thofe authors of grofs 
impofition, who have called Livonia the 
granary of the North. It was commerce 
which evidently gave birth to the place^ 
and the genius of which flill proteds an(J 
enriches it. The river Duna is an inex- 
hauftible fource of plenty, and amply 
makes amends for every other deficiency. 
It runs a vafi: length into the interior 
parts of Poland, and conveys down all the 
articles of trade exported from hence. 
Timber is one of the chiefj and I am 
afTured, that many of the largefl: trees do 
not arrive in Riga within two years, being 
cut near Bender on the banks of the Nief- 
ter, from whence they are drawn over the 

fnows 
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fnows In winter to the Duna, and brought 
down the enfuing feafbn. In May and 
June the Poles ufually arrive, and return 
again before the end of July : at prefent 
there are very few. The bridge over the 
river, is one of the moft Angular and fur- 
prifing in Europe : it is 900 paces long, 
and far exceeds in length that at Rouen, 
or any I have ever feen. I am fo imper- 
fedl a judge of every thing which depends, 
however remotely, on principles of mecha- 
iiifm, that I flian't attempt minutely to 
defcribe it's conftrudlion to you. It con- 
iifts of tranfverfe beams of timber joined 
together, and rifes or falls with the tide. 
In fpring, as foon as the Duna is quite free 
from ice, they build it, and it is removed 
before the froft fets in, which happens 
commonly in November. It is only 
about nine or ten Englifh miles to the 
mouth of the river, where it empties it- 
fclf into the Baltic; and on the fouthern 
fide, three miles below the town, is the 

place 
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place where Charles the Xllth routed the 
Saxons, as he had firfl dpne the Ruffians 
before Narva. A high bank of fand is 
now colledled, and poireffes the ground 
where the aftion happened, under which 
are dill frequently found fkulls and hu- 
man bones. The city of Riga itfelf, is a ^ 
moil difagreeable one : it is crowded toge- 
ther, and furrounded by fortifications 
which prevent a poffibility of it's being 
altered or amended in this refped;. The 
houfes are all high, and the ftreets very 
narrow, very ill-paved, and very dirty. 
The fuburbs are as large as the place itfelf, 
and are chiefly poffefTed by Ruffians, the 
municipal privileges excluding them from 
the capacity of exercifing any trade with- 
in it's walls. There are about 8000 in- 
habitants in the city, and as many more 
in the fauxbourgs. The commerce muft 
nepeffarily be prodigious from this port, 
fince they ufually reckon the number of 
ftiips which come annually to load, as 
Z great 
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great as there are houfes in Riga, which 
is about 8co; and in the year 1772 they 
had 1030 veffeJs from various parts of 
Europe. It's pretences to antiquity are 
pretty high: it is faid, that when the 
Teutonic knights, about the year 1300, 
came to conquer and reform the pagan 
inhabitants of the province, they found 
fome merchants from Bremen, who had 
already fettled on the bank of the Duna, 
and eredled Riga, induced by the advan- 
tages it tendered to commerce. I beUeve 
this tradition is well founded. 



As I have now fesn evciy thing which 
merits attention here, I purpofe to leave 
it early to-morrow morning in my way 
to Miltaw, the refidence of the duke 
of Courland, and capital of that dutchy, 
which is only at an inconfiderable diftance 
from hence. 



A letter is this moment arrived, written 
with the emprefs's hand to the governor. 



informing 
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informing him, that a moft honorable and 
advantageous peace is concluded with the 
Turks. You may imagine what an uni- 
verfal joy this news diffufes, as it may be 
fully credited. Adieu, my dearefl Sir! 



I remain. 



Your's, &c^ 



ill I' 



LET- 
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LETTER XIIL 



Mittaw, Thurftlay, nth Auguft, r;;^. 



'T is a very pleafant and agreeable drive 
of four hours from Riga to this place, 
the diftance being about thirty miles: the 
dominions of Ruffia divide from thofe of 
Courland nearly at the mid-way; I ar- 
rived here Tuefday morning;. At the en- 
trance of the town I met his hi?hnefs the 
duke, who was on horfeback with a finall 
train, and had jufb returned from hunting. 
Baron Klopman, the marfhal of his court, 
prefented me to him yeflerday. ile 
treated me with great politenefs, placed 
me on his left hand at dinner, the old 
duchefs, his mother, iitiing on his rigiit, 
and did me the honor to flaevv me in per- 
fon the apartments of the palace, and fe- 

veral 
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veral curiofities he has collected, in the af- 
ternoon. Our dilcouife at table ran on 
the happy news (juft received) of the 
peace concluded with the Turks, all the ar- 
ticles of which he recounted to me, as he 
had juft received a letter from his lifter 
the princefs of Courland, who is married, 
and refides at St. Peterfourgh, on thatfub- 
jeft. It feems as if Romanzoft had ex- 
adlly reverfed the campaign on the banks 
of the Pruth, where Peter the firft was ne- 
ceffitated to fubmit to the Vizier's terms, 
and to make an inglorious peace, to pre- 
ferve his army from total deftrudion. I 
remarked this to the duke, who perfedly 
agreed in fentiment with me. Kis high- 
nefs expreiled many times the high efteem 
he entertained for the Englifh nation : 
" and as a proof," faid he, *' of the anti- 
" ent alliance between us, I have now 
" among the archives of the dutchy, fe- 
" veral treaties of friend(hip not only 
** from your kings, bat even from the 

*' famous 




I 282 ] 

" famous protedor Cro;nwe!J." He was 
perfonally acquainted with the late Lord 
Baltimore, who fpent feme days at Mit-^ 
taw during his father's reign ; and afTured 
me, that he had often intended, and yet 
hoped to vifit England. He was good 
enough to invite me to one of his country 
palaces at Ruhendahl, about twenty miles 
from hence, and lituate, as he faid, in a 
lovely part of Courland ; but as my time 
did not permit, I was obliged to decline 
this favor. When taking leave, I told 
him, I hoped to have next the honor of 
paying my refpedls to him in England j 
but if not, that I fliould never pals through 
Mittaw, without acknowledging the ob- 
ligations his goodnefs had laid me under 
on this vifit. — As this httle fovereignty 
and it's hiftory are not much known in 
your part of Europe, I make no doubt 
that it will be entertaining to you, to 
hear fome account of it; particularly 
as I have received my information from 

Baron 



I 



iF» 



[ 2§9 ] 

Baron Klopman, who is a native and a 
refident of the dutchy, and even Ibme 
particulars from the duke himfelf. 



Courland, as well as Livonia, antiently 
belonged to the Teutonic knights ; but in 
the year 1461 the grand mafter of that 
order became the iirft duke: he was 
a nobleman of the name of Ketler, and 
in his family it continued till they be- 
came extind in the perfon of Ferdinand. 
This was the fame who fought fo gal- 
lantly againft Charles the Xllth, at the 
battle of the Duna : he relided at Dant- 
zic in a kind of exile from his country, 
and deprived of his natural inheritance. 
His predecelTor, the young Duke Frede- 
ric, had been married to Anne, daughter 
of Ivan, elder brother of Peter the Great, 
and which princefs afterwards afcended 
the Ruffian throne. He only lived iix 
weeks after his nuptials, being carried off 
in the bloom of life by a violent fever. 
U His 
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His widow retained poffeffion of the go- 
vernment, to the exclufion of Ferdinand, 
till the death of Peter the lid, when fhe 
was called to the empire by a faiflion. 
Though this event obliged her to leave 
Mittaw, and return to Peterfbutgh, yet 
her power continued ; and on the death 
of the duke without iiTue, fhe placed her 
favorite Biron in the dutchy, though 
Count Saxe had been previoully eledted 
by the nobility, and endeavored to make 
fome refiftance. I need not remind you 
that this Biron was for many years her 
minifter, and poflefled the moft unbound- 
ed pov/er over both his miftrefs and her 
fubjeds. He was not of noble extraction, 
his father having been in a very mean 
ftation under the Ketlersj but his ge- 
nius and the favor of the emprefs raifcd 
him to the higheft dignities. She left 
him regent at her death, under the infant 
Emperor Ivan ; an office which he held 
only fifteea days, and from the pofTeflion 

of 
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tjf which he was fent into baninimenf^ 
firft into Siberia, and afterwards to Jeref- 
lof, near coo miles beyond Mofcow. 
Ther£ he remained till the late Eraprefs 
Elizabeth's death, when Peter the llld 
once more recalled him, and reinftated 
him in his honors and dominions. Du- 
ring his difgrace, Courland Was governed 
for feveral years by the four great officers 
of ftate, who prefide over the diiFerent 
departments, till Prince Charles of Saxony 
got footing in the dutchy, by the influ- 
ence of his father the king of Poland, and 
held it three years, when the change of 
the fovereign in Ruffia, obliged him again 
to evacuate it. The late duke died only 
two years ago, upwards of eighty years 
of age, and tranfmitted the inheritance to 
his fon the reigning prince. His high- 
nefs is at this tinie about fifty years old : 
he was divorced from his iirfl: wife, a 
German princefs of the houfe of Wal- 
deck, and is lately married to a RuiTi^n 
U 2 lady,-— 
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]ady.— The duke is only the firft noble- 
man of the ftate, his power not extending 
in any degree over the other nobih'ty : 
they pay him no taxes or duties of what- 
ever nature, and are abfolute lords on 
their own eftates, having power of life and 
death over their vaffals.—Courland is a 
fief of Poland, and as fuch his prefent 
highnefs did homage in his father's name, 
and his own, to Staniilaus the reigning 
king, on his acceffion at Warfaw. The 
dutchy is fixty-three German miles in 
length, and twenty-fix in breadth : it is 
exceedingly fertile, particularly in grain, 
from the duties on which, and his own 
patrimonial eftates, the revenue chiefly 
arifes. This feldom falls {hort of 
400,000 * dollars, and amounts fome- 
times to almoft double the fum, as the 
price of grain determines it in a great 
meafure. The duke has 500 guards, 

* A coin value about 3s. 6 d. Englifli. 
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chiefly for parade j though about two 
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years ago, the confederates of Poland ad- 
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vanccd within a fmgle German mile of 
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Ruhendahl with 4000 men, but retired on j 
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the preparations he made for defence. 






He told me that the antient refidence of the ' 
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dukesof CourlandwasatGoldingen, a town 
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near fixty Englifh miles from hence, and 






where are ftill the ruins of a palace which 






belonged to them. — The prefent palace 
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at Mittaw was begun by the late duke be- 




fore his banifhment, and continued on his 




return. It is not yet quite finiflied in the 






infide. The plan is too magnificent and 
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princely for fo little a fovereign; though, 
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armament, he is a rich man with cecono- ■ 
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my. It's lituation is very agreeable, on a 






fmall eminence juft without the town. 
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pretty broad, and winds moft delightfully 
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finely wooded, and refembles exceedingly 
fome p^rts of England. — The river is na? 
vigable to Riga for fmall boats ; and as 
there are always a number of thefe velTels 
going and returning, the view of the fiiils 
apparently moving over the fields is vaftly 
pidurefque. 1 have not feen a more ele-t 
gant landfcape than prefents itfclf fron^ 
the different balconies of the palace, 

The town of Mittaw is not very anr 
tient : a private gentleman of Courland 
founded it, in the year 1426. It occUt 
pies at leafl: as much ground as Riga, but 
as the flreets are more fpacioiis and the 
buildings more fcattered, it cannot pro^ 
perly be regarded as equal in fizej the in- 
habitants are only between 3 and 4000, 
Mofl of the houfes are of wood, and very 
mean in their appearance. It is horridly 
paved, and which is Ml more fingular, 
the NoblefTe have oppofed and prevented 
t|ie duke's intention to repair this defed, 

froti^ 
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from motives of caprice and obftinacy. 
He is obliged to fummon a diet, compofed 
entirely of their body, once in two years, 
which enads laws and redrefles grievan- 
ces : he prefides over, but has little influ- 
ence or authority in it. 

This dutchy is an exaft refemblance of 
Poland in miniature i the fame ariftocra- 
cy, the fame turbulence, the fame poli- 
tical evils, exift in both. If the duke 
fliould have male iflue by his prefent mar- 
riage, it is probable Ruffia will prefervc 
the inheritance in the Biron family, as 
they are the creatures of it's own produc- 
tion, and entirely dependent on it ; but 
on a contrary event the fate of Courland 
is very precarious. Poland is already dif- 
membered and divided ; PrufTia inverts it 
on one fide, and between that kingdom 
and the empire of Mufcovy, this little 
province may have the fate of it's feudal 
parent, from the ambition and avidity of 
U 4 one 
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one or the other monarch. The rights 
of humanity, of juftice, and of liberty. 
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tion, and does him great honor. 
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pany him on this divcrfion, which muft, 
I imagine, be a very gallant one. — T])e 
poft-horn founds this moment, and I mufl 
conclude my letter. In two hours 1 fliall 
fet out for Memel ', but as my ftay will 
not exceed a day, ycu won't hear agaia 
before my arrival at the capital of Pruffia. 
From Koningfoerg I fliall write you. 
Farewel ! 

Tour's, Sec. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Koningfberg, Thurfday, 18th Auguft, 1774. 

I Left Mittaw this day fevennight about 
noon, and reached Frawemburg, a little 
village fifty miles diflant, before midnight. 
Nothing could exceed the beauty of the 
country through which I paffed : wide 
extended plains, which a week or two bc' 
fore had been covered with harvefts, and 
on which the fheaves of corn were ftill 
ilanding, impreffed the traveller with 
ideas of plenty and happinefs. The ap- 
pearance of every thing feemed to juftify 
and corroborate a remark the duke had 
made to me, fpeaking of Courland ; that 
neither in the archives of the dutchy, nor 
in the oldeft traditions, is there ever men- 
tion made of a famine. Nature has been 
uncommonly bounteous to them, and that 

epithet 
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epithet of the Sicily of the north, ufually 
attributed to Livonia, belongs with more 
juftice to this province, the produds of 
which being antiently all exported from 
Riga, gave bjrth to the received opinion, 

I continued my journey very early in 
the morning, having lain down more from 
a defire not to lofe any part of the prof- 
peds which prefented themfelves, than 
from fatigue or want of reft. I was am-» 
ply repaid for this little delay, by a con- 
tinuation of the fame elegant fcene. I 
pafled through feveral woods, but there 
was nothing favage or fombre In them. 
Oaks, afpins, ofiers, larch, and nut trees 
compofed them j and under the fhelter of 
this variegated {hade, I dined on fomc 
cold provifions I had brought with me, 
while the fervant procured me a defert of 
nuts from the boughs over my head, 
which were loaden with them. Gil-Bias 
never dined more to his fatisfaclion in the 
^ groves 
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groves of Leon or Caflile, than I did in 
thofe of Co a rl and. I flopped again du- 
ring the middle of the night at a little 
hamlet, where the pofl-houfe was fituate. 
As I approached the borders, both the 
population and the fertility of the foil di- 
miniflied: very deep and gloomy woods, of 
twenty Englifli miles in length, which 
only afford fhelter to wolves and bears, 
formed a ftriking contrafl: to the rich 
vales I had juft left, and fet off by oppo- 
fition thofe parts in which induftry and 
agriculture had improved the original 
bounty of heaven. — I reached the fron- 
tier of the dutchy on Saturday morning, 
and crofling a rivulet over a wooden 
bridge entered Poland. It is only a corner 
of Lithuania, twelve or thirteen miles in 
breadth, which divides Pruffia from Cour- 
land. I was flopped at Polangen, a mife- 
rable town in this province, and had the 
honor to be fearched at a kind of cuftom- 
houfe in the name of King Staniilaus. 

The 
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The place itfelf is fituate at an inconfider- 
able diftance from the fliore of the Baltic, 
and is remarkable for the quantities of 
amber colleded near it, which forms their 
only branch of commerce. At two En- 
glifli miles from hence ftands the black 
Eagle of Pruffia, and in the afternoon I 
got to Memel, the firft town in his Pruf- 
fian niajefty's dominions, where I was 
obliged once more to undergo the cere- 
mony of a fearch, which was conduded 
likewife with greater feverity than it had 
been in Poland, moft rigorous penalties 
being annexed to the introdudion of any 
prohibited articles, however fmall in quan- 
tity, into the kingdom. As I intended to 
make a {hort ftay in Memel, I had pro- 
vided myfelf with letters to a principal 
commercial houfe : the hofpitality I had 
found at Narva, and the politenefs (hewn 
me at Riga, had prepoffefled me with a 
favorable idea of my reception in this 
place; and fome inducements of another 

nature. 
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nature, which I will mention hereafterjs 
adding weight to the firft, I loft not a 
minute on my arrival, in preparing mvfelf 
to wait on the perfons to whom my re-^ 
commendations were addreffed. I took ra* 
ther greater care than common in the little 
adjuftments neceffLiry on thefe occafions : 
I put on a fuit of deaths which was' more 
than decent: a pair of worked ruffles, and 
fome powder in my hair, made me, I 
thought, very fmart as a traveller; and 
thus habited I fallied out. — It was near 
feven in the evening, and had been a very 
rainy day: I took the opportunity of a 
ihort fufpenfion of the ftorms, and tripped 
nimbly along the ftreets, preceded by a 
girl without ilioes or ftockings, who was 
fent to fhew me the way. When we 
came to the houfe, my ragged condudrefs 
opened the llreet door without ceremony, 
and running up a pair of flairs, threw 
open another door into an apartment, 
where ihe left me, and retired with as 

much 
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much precipitation as (he had entered. 
I ftepped in. If the defies and book-cafes, 
which furrounded near three fides of this 
room, had not declared it to be a comp- 
ting-houfe, I fliould moft certainly have 
miflaken it for a cock-loft: the cafements 
were fo connpleatly covered with a cruft of 
opaque matter, that no objeds were dif- 
tind:ly vifible through them ; and the 
rays of light were very imperfedrly admit- 
ted at any time, but more particularly fo 
at the hour when I made my appearance. 
Two black ill-looking figures, who by their 
countenances might have paffed for ge- 
nuine defcendants of Abraham in a right 
line, flarted up at the fame moment like 
automatons adtuated by fprings, and feem- 
ed by their regards to demand the caufe of 
fp abrupt an entrance: they appeared to 
be about fifty years of age, and were both 
dreifed in deep mourning and weepsrs. 
I mufi own the manner of my entrance 
into this flrange apartment, ratJier dif- 

concerted 
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concerted me : taking, however, my cre- 
dentials out of my pocket, I prefented 
them to him who flood next me. " I 
have not the honor, gentlemen," faid I, 
" to be known to you: thefe letters ferve 
to introduce me to your acquaintance, and 
to recommend me to your good offices : 
they are, as you will find, from Riga, 
which I left only a few days fmce." This 
fliort fpeech produced a low bow from 
both, and while one perufed them, the 
other defired me to be feated on a ftool, 
which had once been covered with lea- 
ther ; bat time having eat it all away, 
the horfe-hair which compofed the fluf- 
fing fupplied it's place : it was a piece of 
furniture perfedly in tafte with every 
thing elfe in the room, I complied with 
the invitation, and amuied myfelf by look- 
ing round me, while the two brothers 
were engaged with the letters. " Ij? die 
beer ein Kauffmann?" flud the fecond, 
flretching out his head with a look of 
5 ignorance 
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ignorance and curiofity. " Icb •weifs 
nicht" anfwered the other, fliaking hfs 
in turn. " Gentlemen," faid I, " though 
I am not fo happy as to fpeak German, 
I Underftand fomewhat of the language ; 
the motives which induce me to travel, 
are thofe of knowledge and improvement: 
I have made almoft the tour of the north 
of Europe this fummer, and my flay here, 
as in every other place I vifit, is chiefly 
determined by the objeds it prefents of 
inftrudion and liberal entertainment." 
" We apprehended," anfwered the firft, 
" you might be come to our fair, vthich. 
will begin Monday : you have heard of 
Memel fair to be fure; if you want any 
goods, our clerks (hall fhew you the way, 
and get them for you." " I am hap- 
pily," faid I, " not in want of any goods, 
except a few amber toys to give away in 
England -, and I am told this is the pro- 
pereft place m the world to procure 
them." "I don't know," replied he; 
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'* if indeed you only want a few toys, the 
landlord of the inn where you lodge can 
fupply you as well as any one; but if you 
would purchafe amber in the grofs, the 
town of Polangen, which you came thro', 
was the properer place j it belongs to the 
crown of Poland at this time j but we are 
in great hopes that our king will ere long 
get hold of it, as foon as matters are fet- 
tled at Warfaw; and then, you know, we 
fhall have all the amber trade in our owa 
hands." Unhappy StaniQaus ! thought 
li how little do the confiderations of 
equity and honor weigh againft thofe of 
intereft; and how unfeelingly would thefc 
avaricious tradefmen fee the poor remains 
of thy difmembered kingdom fequeftered 
into other hands! " The trade of Memel 
is notwithftanding," refumed I, " pretty 
large at this time; is it not?" " Indif- 
ferent," faid he : *' there are only four 
houfes who divide it j we export a great 
deal of timber, which is brought dowa 
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the river Ruffe from the interior parts of 
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~^^^B 1 


that I know of," faid the fecond brother. 
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againft an army of 50,000 Ruffians, and 




then obtained a capitulation, and marched 
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out with all the honors of war. — I had 


CO ^^H 


ii " now exhaufted every topic of converfa- 
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their mantle over us. — In a word, I found 
I muft go; fo riling up I made my bow, 
and wiftied them a good night —I return- 
ed home half mortified at my unfuccefsful 
vifit. You will fuppofe there was fome 
concealed motive which influenced me fo 
warmly to attempt, and fo long to perfe- 
vere in the defign of cultivating the ac- 
quaintance of two fuch men. There 
was; I avow it. I had been informed be- 
fore my arrival, that one of them had a 
lady, whofe pcrfon and manners were 
eminently attractive; and the hope of be- 
ing introduced to her prefence, had alone 
prompted my behaviour, and regulated 
my condud: during this interview. I 
{hould have efteemed the company of fuch 
a woman more than an adequate compcn- 
fation for the previous penance. As I was 
not lucky enough to enjoy this, however, 
I made the befl: of my condition, and 
drank Mademoifelle de Treiden's health, 
at my folitary fupper, in a glafs of Rhe- 
X 3 nift, 
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nifli, which was tolerably good. Who 




H: Mademoifelle de Treiden is, I never yet 


tn — = 


W told you : llie is very young, very pretty. 
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Bj and very good-natured j if you would 
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Icnow niore of her, fhe lives at Mittaw, 
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W^ i; ' md is a maid of honour to the duchefs of 
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H Courland. 
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H at noon next day, and walked out in the 
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morning to look at the town. The ladies 
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were picking out their way through the 


h- ' ^ 


H dirtieft vUeft ftreets it is pofiible to coH'^ 
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H \ ceive, in negligees and white iattia fhoesj 
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to church (for it was Sunday) in blue 


hCi ^ 
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Vfilvet-coats, and vaft KevenhuUer hats. 
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There were fome exquifite figures among 
them. Leonardo da Vinci would have fell 
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to work with his pencil in a minute, if 
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he had been there. It was a moft laugh- 
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curiofity two hours : the buildings are 
very wretched ; and, as my friend faid 
in the compting-houfe, I think ** the 
/hips at the quay are the fineft fight in 
Memel." 



From hence to Konlngftierg, the road 
lies over a fpit of fand about eighty-three 
miles in length, and not more than a fin^ 
gle one in breadth in many places: ia 
none does it exceed three. This extraor- 
dinary bank of fand terminates a little to 
the northward of the town, from which 
it is feparated by a haven of near half a 
mile in breadth. When the weather is 
fine, and the fea fmooth, one may drive 
along it with great pleafure, as the fands 
cloCe to the margin of the water are hard 
and firm. Unhappily for me, it not only 
blew very hard, but the wind being wef- 
terly drove the waves a long way higher 
on the beach than ufual. I landed on 
{be fand about two in the afternoon, and 
X 4 reached 
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reached the firil poft-houle as night clofed 
in. A more temble one I hardly ever 
remember; it not only rained without 
intermiffion, but the wind, which had 
increafed the whole day, blew a hurri^ 
cane. The fca being driven by it's fury 
a long way beyond the ufual bounds, ne. 
ceffitated the poftilions to drive through 
the very furf, which many times com- 
pleatly covered the fore-wheels of the 
carriage, and roared like thunder in my 
ears. In fuch a fituation I could not take 
much repofe, and more than once appre^ 
hended I ihould have been inevitably over, 
turned into the fea, the fide of the little 
fand-hills which bound the (horc being fo 
flielving and fteep, that it was with the 
utmoft precaution and care the carriage 
was prevented from turning over. Morn- 
ing came moft welcome after fqch a night, 
and about eight o'clock I got to a mifera' 
He nafty hovel, called an inn, where I 
found the poor inhabitants employed in 

Jjoiling 
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boiling pumpkins, which appeared to be 
one chief article of their food. The wo- 
men looked more like witches than hu- 
man creatures, without any fort of head- 
drefs except their hair, and fcarce covered 
to the knees. Here among horfes in a 
l^rge ftable I eat my breakfaft, and drank 
my coffee very compofedly, — I reached 
the fouthern termination of the fand, 
where it joins the continent, about noonj 
and gladly found myfelf once more on ijrm 
ground, after having drove two-and- 
twenty hours along the fhore of the Bal- 
tic, and often amid it's very waves. — ^It is 
about twenty miles to Koningfberg from 
hence, through a flat but inclofed and 
cultivated country. I paffed almoft under 
the very wheels where the bodies of four 
malefadors lately executed are ftill remain- 
ing, I turned my eyes with horror from 
this fpedacle, equally humiliating and 
mournfultoabreaft of companion. They 
pre only a quarter of a mile from the city, 

at 
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at th© gate of whieh I was flopped. Af- 
ter the officer on guard had infpedled my 
pafs, a foldier with his bayonet fixed 
mounted the coach-box, and the poftilion 
blowing his horn, I was conducted like 
a prifoner of flate through a number of 
ftreets to the cuftom-houfe. There I un- 
derwent another fearch a la PruJJtenne, and 
was then permitted to drive to an inn. 

I iliall not quit this place before to- 
morrow evening, and even then it will be 
with reluftancc. Fortune, who ufually 
difpenfes her favors with caprice, has 
made me here a rich amends for my dif- 
appointment at Memel. A gentleman of 
rank, with whom I became acquainted the 
day of my arrival, did me the honor to 
invite me to a ball the enfuing evening at 
his own houfe. I went about fix o'clock: 
It was a beautiful day, and the ladies were 
feated under an arbour in the garden, 
while a band of mufic played. He pre- 

fented 
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fented me to them all without difllndion, 
leaving to my own feelings where to give 
the preference. Jn this fituation, it was 
not her beauty which drew me to a par- 
ticular one, though perhaps in that en- 
dowment nature had given her the fupe- 
riority. Shall I fay it was chance merely 
then i a fortuitous contingency, in which 
no higher and better influence mingled 
itfelf? Or are there not, my dear Sir, 
fome fecret and unknown caufes, fome 
exquifiite and fympathetic qualities, either 
mental or corporeal, which attract by a 
fubtle and irrefiftible energy certain per- 
fons, in whofe bofoms a congeniality of 
-foul has formed them to give and receive 
a mutual pleafure? Let this be as It may: 
however uncertain the caufe, I felt the ef- 
fed. The paffions of the heart depend 
not on the dedudions of the underftand^ 
ing, and admiration may be experienced 
without defining it. Her perfon was 
flender^ and' formed with {ymmetry: a de- 
licacy 
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licacv mingled with a languor was it's 
chief charaderiftic. This quality was 
not confined to any particular attitude, fea- 
ture, or look; it was diffufed all over her, 
and might be as perceptibly difcerned in 
tha movement of her hand, as in the 
changes of her eye. Time had not taken 
any thing from the natural lovelinefs of 
her countenance; but ficknefs had tinged 
her cheek with a palenefs, without dimi- 
nifhing it's charms. She was born at Ber- 
lin, but of French extradion. Her know- 
ledge of this lafl language was only equal- 
led by her acquaintance with the Italian. 
She read TafTo and Boileau with equal 
eafe. Guarini might have liftened with as 
much rapture as I did, while, in a tone 
of voice moil: exquifitely mufical, ihe re- 
peated his " Primovera Gioventu del 
Anno" — Her health did not permit her to 
dance; but (he recommended to me her 
friend, a young lady very amiable, if my 
heart could have found any thing (0 be-^ 

fides 
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fides herfelf. Mulic had no attraftlons 
for me, unlefs of a fecondary nature, and 
which it derived from her; nor could dan- 
cing animate my bofom, though it might 
my body. I returned from this gay thral- 
dom to the happinefs of fitting belide her, 
of regarding every alteration in her face, 
and attending to the accents of her tongue. 
She was not infenfiblff to this fpecies of 
homage, more truly flattering than a vo- 
lume of compliments, and was one of the 
few women I have met with, who know 
that love has no alliance with loquacity. 
She invited me to teach her Englifh, and 
promifed in return to be my preceptrefs 
\p. German. " Now and then," added 
flie, ♦* we may recur, for a fuperior enter- 
tainment, to the Tafior Fido, or the Gie- 
rufalemme. Why cannot I accept this 
invitation ? why not profit of fuch a tu- 
torefs ? Can I have a better one, i{ I 
wander through every circle of the em- 
pire? The very genius of the language 
z would 
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\\'ould appear diiFerent, when (he deigned 
to infiruQ: me in it, and all it's afperities 
would be foftened in paffing through fuch 
a medium. What may come, I know 
not : " Hope fprings eternal in the hu-^ 
man bread:" but at this time, infuperable 
obftacles preclude the poffibility of my 
Hay in Koninglberg. 

This is a vaft city : I do not believe it 
is lefs than Copenhagen j and it contains 
50,000 inhabitants, exclufive of 8000 
foldiers j it is a great colleftion of houfes 
and flreets without elegance, beauty, or 
order : the buildings are in a vile tafle, 
and moftly old. Here is an academy, 
founded by one of the ftril dukes of Praffia; 
but our grammar-fchools in England are 
in general much fuperior to it. A profef- 
for fhewed me the library, and other a- 
partments : there is nothing worth look- 
ing at, except the original fafe-condud 
given by Charles the Vth to Martin Lii- 

ther, 
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ther, when he attended the diet of Worms 
in 1 52 1, and iigned by the emperor's 
hand; this merits prefcrvation. — Koningf- 
berg has a confiderable trade in hemp 
and flax, but it is feven German miles, or 
thirty-five Englifh, from Pillaw, the fea- 
port at the embouchure of the river Pre- 
gel ; fo that only very fmall veffels can 
come up to the town. The prefent king 
of Pruffia has not fhewn any attachment 
or fondnefs for this part of his dominions; 
nor has he vifited the city fince the year 
1753, though he comes annually to make 
a general review of the troops at Grau- 
dentz near Marienwerder on the Viftula, 
not far removed from hence. The river 
is narrow here, but there are fomc very 
pleafant gardens on it's banks. I am 
told, a king of Bohemia founded Ko- 
ningfberg in 1255, this part of Pruffia 
being at that time dependant on his king- 
dom. — The lady whom I have already 
mentioned, has not formed the fule in- 
ducement 
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ducement to protrad my ftay: the cordial 
and generous politenefs I have met with 
from an Englifti merchant and his lady, 
whofe names are Collins, have made me 
forget Memel : fhe is a Pruffian ; but few 
Englifli women poffefs half her powers of 
pleafing. I am juft going to fupper at 
her houfe ; fo farewel ! — In a few days I 
hope to write you from Dantzic, where 
my courfe will be direded next. Mean 
while, believe me ever 

Your own. 
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LETTER XV, 



Elbiiig, Monday, zzd Auguft, 1774. 



T Quitted Koningfberg Saturday morri-- 
•*- ing, and purfued my journey along the 
banks of the river Pregel, through a fer^ 
tile plain. It was one of the fincft day^ 
of the feafon, the fays of the fun being 
inoderated and attempered by a breeze 
from the water, and all riature gay. I 
flopped the carriage on a riling ground at 
a little diftance from the town, and look- 
ed back on it's numerous fpires, which 
were gilded by the eaftern fuii ; a tear of 
Vexation and defpair flood in my eye, and 
diminifhed the profpe&i but fancy pe- 
Ijetfated the gloom, and faw her from the 
Y highcfk 
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Iiigheft tower in Koningfberg, wave hef 
handkerchief in the wind, and vainly bid 
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me a laft adieu. I then drove on, and • 
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folding my arms, gave full fcope to thofe 
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viiions of future and ideal happinefs, thofe 




fchemes of reunion, to which the mind 
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of man always has recourfe when op- 




.preffed by forrow, and which, though our 
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underftanding is confcious of their futility 
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and unfubftantial nature. 




*• Yet with a plealing forcery can charm 
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*' Pain for a while, or anguifb, and excit© 
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" Fallacious hope." > 
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The axle-tree of the chaife broke down 
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in the afternoon ; and as feveral hours 
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were requifite to make a new one, I was 
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neceffitated to remain in the village where 




it happened during the reft of the day. 




I lay down at night in a bed, and in an 




apartment which might well have ferved 
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fer the original of that where Pope de^ 
fcribes Villiers expiring, and than which 
imagination can hardly conceive any more 
tniferable and gloomy. In the morning 
early I proceeded, and got to Frawem- 
burg to breakfaft; This is a little town 
iituate in a fandy plain on the fea-fliore. I 
flopped to fee the church, which has been 
Very renowned in paft ages. It ftands on 
a hill^ commanding an exteniive profpedt, 
and belonged antiently to the bifhops of 
Ermeland . Thefe were both ecclefiaftical 
and temporal princes^ refembling the elec- 
toral archbifhops of the German empire; 
they were appointed by the kings of Po- 
land, and were vaffais of that kingdom. 
Their revenues were not lefs than 30,000 
ducats per annum, and their territories 
pretty confiderable. This Bef has been 
confidered by the king of Pruffia as be- 
longing to him, and in confequence ie- 
queliered to his ufe : the prefcnt hhhop 
Y 2 is 
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is a young Polifh nobleman, and was in* | 




vefled in the fee fome few years fince by 
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^B Stanlllaus. He is faid to poffefs the povv- 
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ers of infinuation in a great degree, and 
by his raillery and facetioufnefs, to have 
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ingratiated himfclf exceedingly with his 
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new fovereign, who has moft bounteoufly 
allowed him an annual peniion of about 
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6,000 ducats* from the revenues, on 


h- ' ^ 




which he now refides, at Cracow. — I re- 
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turn to the church of Frawemburg. It 
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is of Catholic foundation, and they were 
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celebrating the matin fervice when I en- 
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tered it. As they had informed me at 
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1 Koningfberg, that the immortal Coperni- 
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I cus was interred here, I waited with no 
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little impatience in the expectation of fee- 
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ing his tomb ; but in this I was difap- 
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pointed. One of the priefts affured me. 


(T, = 




1 that though he had been a canon of the 


I—' ^ 


H' 
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Thorn, the place of his nativity. They, 
however, ftill [hew the apartment which 
belonged to him ; and the canons are at 
this time fupplied with water, by a ma- 
chine of his invention, which raifes it to 
a great heighth from the vale below, 
whence it is diftributed to every part of 
their refidence. This engine I faw j and 
though I am the moft incompetent judge 
on earth of any thing which depends 
on principles of hydroftratics, yet I was 
ftruck with it's great fimplicity. The 
celebrated machine of Marli was con- 
ftrudlcd from the plan of it by order of 
Louis the XlVth, 



It is not more than twenty miles from 
Frawemburg to this place, which I 
reached yefterday morning, and ihall quit 
again this evening. Elbing was founded 
by a colony from Lubeck, the Tyre of 
the Baltic, about the year 1234. It is 
; Y $ fituate 
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H fituate on a little river, which falls intQ 
R the fea near five miles off, but admits onr 
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Bi ^y very fmall veffels, Pillaw ferving 
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equally as the port to Koningfterg and 
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f' Elbing. The Teutonic knights were 
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1 out all the north, and even made war on 
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the walls. It remained free fince that 
time under the protedion of Poland, to 
the diet of which kingdom it fent two 
members, till the 13th of September, 
1772, when his Pruffian majefty's general 
took pofTeffion of it in the name of his 
mafler, and drove out the Poiifli garrifon 
of 200 men, who attempted to make 
fome defence. The black eagle has now 
fupplanted the crofs, their antient arms, 
and appears over every gate of the city. 
They already feel the rigor and rapacity 
of this new government, which threatens 
to fwallow up all PoUfh Pruffia, and to 
extinguifh freedom and commerce in one 
general ruin.— The city itfelf contains 
about fifteen thoufand inhabitants. The 
architedure of the houfes is the moft gro- 
tefque and fingular I have feen in Europe. 
They terminate in a point, and almoft all 
the upper ftories are untenantable, being 
dcfigned for granaries, and not for reii- 
y 4 dence. 
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dcnce. It was formerly fortified in the. 
Gothic tafte, and furrounded by a trench | 
but even thefe feeble ramparts are in a 
great meafure demolifhed fince it has be- 
come fubjedt to it's new mafter. 

I was permitted by particular requeft 
to fee the treafures lately difcovered here, 
and about which fo much has been feid 
in the public prints all over Europe. 
They are contained in three large cofFers, 
in a vaulted apartment of the town hall, 
where they had lain untouched a number 
of years. There is not any fpecie, the 
whole being plate, or ornaments worn by 
the priefls in the celebration of divine fer- 
vice. The exquifite delicacy of the work- 
manfliip conftitutes their chief value, the 
intrinfic worth not exceeding 25,000 
ecus, or 6000I. flerling. The real hiftory 
of thefe treafures I can inform you, as I 
received it from the gentleman who keeps 

them. 
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J'bpm. When the city was taken by GtjfV 
tavus Adolphus, he put the Lutherans ipr 
to pofleffion of the cathedral, which pre- 
yiotis to that eyent belonged to the catho- 
lics. Uladiflaus kijig of Poland reftprecj 
it to thepi fome years after ; but the pi- 
ous followers of Luther found means to 
fecrete moft of the riches belonging to the 
original proprietors, which they con- 
cealed effeftuajly in this obfcure re- 
treat. The fecret was a dangerous one, 
known to few, and very well kept. They 
wait at prefent to know his majefty's 
pleafure refpedling the difpofition of them; 
and as he is a prince not bigotfed to any 
particular religion or fuperftition, be 
may perhaps make much the fame ufe of 
the plate, as Belfhazzar formerly did of 
the veffels in the Jewish temple, by co- 
vering his fide-board with them : — bqt 
the catholics hope for better things from 
his piety. In the fame chamber where 

thefe 
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thefe holy relics have been dircovercd, 
were likewife feveral fwords which be- 
longed to the Teutonic knights. I exa- 
mined them with great attention, and am 
almoft induced to beheve they are merely 
weapons of oftentation, defigned, like 
Alexander's mangers and armor in India, 
to imprefs poflerity with falfe ideas of 
their perfonal ftrength and prowefs. 
Their weight and dimenfions are fo enor- 
pious, that, though I meafured one of 
them, I am afraid to tell you it's exa^: 
length. Nothing can be more rude and 
barbarous than their conftrudtion : two 
pieces of iron form the garde, and round 
the gripe is a bandage of flraps of leather 
crofled. They are really objedts of won- 
der and curiofity.— I am now juft ready 
to fet out for Marienbourg, which is only 
twenty miles off. From thence I Oiall 
finiih this letter. 

I Have 
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Marienbourg, WedneRlay, 24th Augufl, 1774, 

T Have received fo high a delight from 
the view of one of the nobleft monu- 
ments of antient magnificence now re- 
maining in Europe, that I fhall lofe no 
time in defcribing it, while my imagina- 
tion is yet warmly impreffed with the fen- 
fations excited by the view of it. To the 
inflitution of chivalry we owe this pro- 
duction, the Teutonic knights having 
been the founders of it. As I have fo 
frequently made mention of this order in 
rny late letters, it may fave you the trou- 
ble of recurring to dufty folios, to give 
you a little epitome of their origin, their 
greatnefs, and their extindion. — Folly 
and a religious rage firft gave them birth, 
in the ages of darknefs. Europe engaged 

in 
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in the frantic defign of refcuing the holy 
tomb from the hands of the Saracens, to 
whom it belonged, and fent thefe fqua- 
drons of military faints one after the other 
on the fame errand. They were called 
Knights Templars, Knights qf St. John of 
Jerufalem, Knights Teutonic : they bore 
to thefe wars the badge of peace and con- 
cord, the crofs, which they wore either on 
the fhoulder or the breaft. It was in the 
year 1191, at the time when our Richard 
was oppofmg Saladine under the walls of 
Jerufalem, that the reigning Pope Celef- 
tine inftituted this new re-inforcement 
to the Chriftian arms. They were only 
forty in number, and a German lord, by 
name Henry Valpot, was appointed grand 
mafter of the order: their prowefs did 
not, however, maintain them long in Pa- 
leftine, from whence they were driven 
out pretty early in the thirteenth century. 
Conrade, Duke of Mafovia, was at that 

time 
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time their head.— What fliould they do ? 
Fighting was their only profeffion, and 
enemies of fome kind were abfolutely re- 
quifite. Happily the north of Europe 
was yet much of it unfubdued to the holy 
church, and wrapt in paganifm. It was 
a moft meritorious adllon to cut thefe in- 
fidels to pieces, and Pope Gregory the 
IXth gave his fandlion to the caufe* 
Thus authorifed, Conrade led them on> 
and entered Pruffia. They either drove 
out the inhabitants or baptized them, and 
eftabliflied themfelves firmly in their new 
conqueils. On the banks of the river 
Nog&t, in a beautiful plain, they fixed 
their grand refidence, and began to con- 
ftrudl the caftle of Marienbourg in 1281. 
The firft mafter of the order came here 
in the year 1309, when we may reafon- 
ably prefume it was finiflied. They be- 
came afterwards very powerful, and con- 
quered all Samogitia, Courland, Livonia, 
*nd other provinces; they made war with 

Poland, 
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Poland, and in 1461 Marienbourg wd§ 
belieged and taken by the Poles, but re- 
ftored again. From this asra their fplen- 
dor diminished : they grew licentious and 
debauched in their manners, tyrannical 
ahd oppreffive in their government. In 
1524 they were totally driven out of 
Pruffia, under Albert, Marquis of Bran- 
denbourg, the thirty-fourth grand mafter 
of their order, and their power ultimately 
abolifliedi 

The caftle of Marienbourg cohfifted of 
three detached and feparate ftrudlures; the 
firft and moft antient was deiigned appa- 
rently for defence. It was fquare in it's 
figure, furrounded by a trench of prodi- 
gious magnitude. The king of Pruffia has 
fo mutilated and altered this part, by 
converting it into caferns for his foldiery 
fince he took poffeffion of the' town, that 
all it's original beauty is Joil, and the 
antiquarian fearches in vain for tfiege- 

nuine 
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-iiuine traces of the Teutonic magnifi- 
cence, amid modern bricks and mortar. 
The chapel he has fpared. There are 
two, one beneath the other. I vilited 
both, conduced by the catholic prieft, a 
man of letters and politenefs, to whom I 
am indebted for the greater part of the 
information I gained relative to the ftruc- 
ture. In the fubterranean chapel, feveral 
grand mafters of the order have been inter- 
red, and he fhewed me the ftones under 
which repofe their remains. Round them 
are infcriptionSjbut the charader thro' time 
is illegible. The upper one is built in a very 
elegant flile of Gothic architedure. At the 
eaft end, on the outfide of the edifice, in a 
deep nich of the wall, flands a wooden fta- 
tue of the Virgin twelve feet high, holding 
the infant Jefus in her arms : it is not 
badly executed, and has fufFered very lit- 
tle, in the lapfc of fo many centuries, from 
the injuries of time. One of the grand 
mafters ereded this image foon after the 
' 2 com- 
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completion of the caftle, and the Virglfi 
being the protedtrefs of the order, they 
gave the name of Marienbourg to the 
town and fortrefs. It would feem that 
when they increafed in power, and num- 
ber of knights, the fecond part of the 
caftle was conftruded. It is only divided 
by the trench from the firft, but is 
plainly built on a different pkn : magni^' 
ficence is the characSeriftic, and it conMs 
entirely of apartments, public and private; 
The whole is as yet in great prefervationi 
and unaltered by modern motives of con- 
venience or policy. The council-cham- 
ber, or fala of conference, is a grand room / 
It is fquare, being twenty prices every 
way. In the midft is a column of an oc- 
tagon form, compofed of one piece of 
brown grahate, fpreading in radii like a^ 
fan at top, and fupporting the roof, which' 
like every other in the building is vaulted. 
There is a double row of windows in it/ 
and round three fides is a very high /lone 

&ench/ 
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bench, where the knights fat, on thefc 
occafions. The refedloire is ftill more fu- 
perb; it is forty paces in length, by- 
twenty in breadth. Three fimilar pillars 
of granate fupport the roof, the capitals 
of which are curioufly adorned with fi- 
gures in alto-relievo, reprefenting, as I 
apprehend, fome of the hiftories in holy 
Writ. There are many chambers of a 
fmaller fize^ but thefe two merit the mi- 
nutell furvey, as they give the moft per- 
fpicuous idea of the architedlurs of for- 
mer ages, where a favage fplendor, and a 
barbarous magnificence, form the predo- 
minant character. Round the whole of 
this fecond divifion of the callle is ano- 
ther moat, but neither fo broad or deep 
as the firfl. The laft divifion covers a 
longer fpace of ground than either of the 
others, and was doubtlefs intended for 
their horfes, domeftics, and inferior at- 
tendants. It is furrounded with a narrow 
ditch, beyond which is a high wall, 
Z flanked 
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flanked with towers at fmall diftances;. 






which forms the outermoft barrier. The 
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ileps of which in many parts are broken 
and decayed. The profpedl from the 
fummit richly repaid my trouble. It ex- 
tends eaft to Elbingj and weft to Dant- 
zic i and below lies the rich vale watered 
by the Viftula and the Nogat, terminated 
to the north by the Baltic. — I flatter my- 
felf you will not think my account of 
this proud refidence of the Teutonic 
knights either too prolix or too minute, 
as it is, perhaps, the fined proof they 
have left of iheir former extenfive con* 
.quefts. 



TJi^ city of Marienboiirg itfclf contains 
nothirrg very extraordinary. It was for- 
merly the head of a league which com- 
prehendfcd twenty-feven fmall townSj all 
fituate in PoIi(h Pruffia, and which held 
dietines for the regulation of their police, 
municipal privileges, &c. This little 
confederacy has been long extind', and the 
town itfeJf fliared the fame fate ss Eiblng 
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road lies through a deep wood of oaks till 
within 200 yards of the point. Here the 
trees are cleared away, and emerging from 
the gloom caufed by them, the whole 
beautiful fcene burfls at once upon the 
fight J language, however glowing, can 
do little to paint it's beauties ; the eye, 
and not the underftanding, is captivated. 
J flood fome minutes on the extreme 
verge, where the rivers unite, in filent 
contemplation of this lovely profpedr. 
On my left was the Nogat, whofe courfe 
is vifible for feveral miles to the north, 
till it is loft between the high banks 
which bound it on either fide. The 
Viftula is on the right, and forms a ftrik^ 
ing contraft, it's banks being even with 
the water, and the river itfelf is only to 
be feen an inconfiderable way, on account 
of it's ferpentine progrefs, A little ifland 
exadlly at the jundlion, covered with 
brufh-wood, amid which peeps out an 
antient decayed barn, forms a fine break 
1 3 ' _in 



3 = 


■1 


V 


^H 




h- ' — = 


^^^^^^^uli^^ul ' ' 


i 


CO — = 


^^^HpfT'iTT • 'I'fiiii' 


f 342 J 


ip^ — ^ 


^^Hn 


in the view. Beyond it appears the mala 
■ ftream of the Viftula undivided, which 




tn — = 


H I'tPfinE 


H rolls along in filent tranquil majefty, un- 


1 


■Kl 


1 der hanging woods, which extend to the 


CTi 




1 fouth as far as the horizon. The fails of 


~J — = 


^B 


1 feveral fifhing-boats feen on different parts 


CO — ^ 




i of the rivers, leave fcarce any thing for 




B H 


i Imagination heri^lf to add. We drank 


ID — = 


^K 


coffee in this delightful recefs, under co- 


I—' ^ 


n j ver of the trees, on an eminence, from 


o = 


HK 


il; whence all thefe objedls were diftinftly 


1— ' = 


H 


,|;t obferved, The peafants (for there is a 


I—' ^ 


1- 


'i hamlet here) brought us bread, butter, ' 


M = 


1 


1 3"d cream. I ihould not forget to re- 


I—' ^ 
CO = 


IB 


; mark, that the Teutonic knights had iix- 


1 — 1 ^ 


H), 


' ! ed on this place as very eligible, and had 


hCi ^ 


^^^p 


even confiruaed a fmall fort on the very 


I—' ^ 
en = 




fpot, called Zantir; but it being demo- 
lilhed foon after, they built that of Ma- 
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leave this place in the afternoon, fliall 
doubtlefs arrive there early to-morrow; 
but as this letter is already very long, I 
difpatch it by poft from hence. Mean 
while, my dear Sir, adieu I 



Tour's, &c. 
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pantzic, Wednefday, siftAuguft, 1774, 

TT IS a garden the whole way from Ma- 
A rieribourg to the gates of this city. I 
croffed the Viftula at Dirfchaw, a little 
town mod beautifully fjtuafeon it's banks, 
and commanding a view of all this fertile 
country. About an Englifh mile and a 
half before I got to the town of Dantzic, 
1 came to the lafl Pruffian guard, and 
entered the territory of the republic, which 
is at prefent diminiflied on every iide, and 
inverted by huffars and grenadiers of ari 
abfolute prince. Freedom, it is true, yet 
reigns within thefe limits, though narrow, 
and waves her facred banner on the ram- 
parts: but how long this may continue, i^ 
certainly matter of uncertainty and doubt, 
If the melancholy fate of Elbing or Ma- 

rienbourg 
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rienbourg can form a prefage -, if the un- 
feeling rapacity ihewn in the divifion of 
Poland, it's feudal parent, and once it's 
proteftor ; if the general train of policy, 
J Ihould rather fay of unreftrained avidity, 
exercifed by the court of Berlin in PoliOi 
Pruffia, enables one to determine, it's final 
extindlion is not far off. To what happy 
or valuable purpofes, indeed, can the pof- 
feffion of perfenal independence ferve, 
when the vital fpjrit which once fup- 
plicd it is fled ? Their commerce, their 
revenues, their riches, are already either 
feized on, or burdened with impofis and 
duties which mufl: eventually dcftroy 
them.- — The city itfelf, which no king of 
Poland ever dared to enflave ; which has 
for centuries known the fweets of an 
equal government and public liberty j 
now awaits in trembling expedlation the 
hour of it's deftruQ:ion, and implores, 
perhaps in vain, the powers of Europe to 
"ave her from a new enemy, a fovereign 
3 whofe 
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whofe claims are equally unexpedled as 
unbounded, and who, though apparently 
reftrained from open violence by political 
motives, watches only the favorable mo- 
ment when treachery or intrigue may put 
him into poiTeffion. As a member of 
human race, and more peculiarly as en- 
joying in my own perfon the bleffings of 
liberty, I feel for an unhappy city, which 
has once been great and powerful, but 
whofe glories will probably foon be ex- 
tinguiaied.— Moft or all the fuburbs, 
which are very populous and extenfive, 
are already occupied by Pruffian foldiery, 
who on one fide are clofe to the very for- 
tifications, a palifado only feparating them 
from the Dantzic guards. Public diver- 
fions of every nature are prohibited by 
the magiftrates, and the German comedy 
is in one of thofe fuburbs which has been 
taken from them.— I have been at forae 
pains to know if they are capable of mak- 
ing any defence in cafe of a fiege. Ap- 
pearances, 
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pearances, on a fuparficial view, in- 
cline one to apprehend they could hold 
6ut a very confiderable time. They 
have 2000 difciplined troops, and proper 
engineers. Artillery, fraall arms, and am- 
munition, are in much greater quantity 
than can be wanted in their arfenal : the 
burghers capable of bearing arms amount 
to 6000 : their trenches and ramparts 
arc very ftrong by nature and art ; they 
can lay the lurrounding country under 
water ] and the fiege of 1734 is not yetfo 
old as to be forgotten. If to all thefe we 
add the enthuliafm of liberty, which is 
, alone equal to the moft arduous atchieve- 
ments, one is fully perfuaded it is not 
the work of a day, or of a month, to be- 
come mafter of it : yet, in contradidion to 
all this fpecious difplay of ftrength, I am 
fully of opinion, that fhould it ever be 
inverted and bombarded by his Pruffian 
majefty, it would hold out a very fliort 
time. — It is not neceffary to examine the 
2 uniform. 
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uniform, to marlj the difference betweea 
the troops of the king and the republic, 
which is too evident in every manoeuvre. 
The magiftrates have not fhewn in their 
pail condudl any paffionate warmth for 
the prefervation of their rights, and it is 
probable intefline confufion would aid the 
attacks from without ; nor can the ill fuc- 
cefs of the Ruffians in the laft fiege form 
any prefumption of a fimilar nature in a 
future one, fince it is well known fome 
fecret political fprings retarded and pre- 
vented the vigor of their progrefs. Thefe, 
however, are merely my furmifes, on 
which no reliance can be madej and I 
am inclined to hope and believe it is an 
event, which, though juftly dreaded, will 
»ever adually take place. A languor and 
a decay is however vifible, at this time, 
through every department i and the Vif- 
tula, which, they fay, at the prefent fea- 
fon of the year, ufed to be covered with 
little vefTels and boats, is no longer 
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crowded. In this fituation of anxiety 
and difmay, they have not failed to im- 
plore affiftance from every power in Eu- 
rope which can poffibly refcue them ; but 
from the courts of Ruffia and England, 
they principally hope for aid. The 
maxims, the condu^:, the manifefloes of 
tlie firft, have been hitherto fo unpropiti- 
ous and unfavourable to them, that very 
little could be expeded from thence. 
They now flatter themfelves that the 
peace fo happily concluded, may change 
the policy of the cabinet of St. Peterf- 
burgh; and fay, that in the pafl behaviour 
Count Panin and not the emprefs fpoke. 

But on the miniftry of Britain they 

repofe their grand reliance, and fondly 
prefume to hope, that a nation, the avow- 
ed patrons of freedom, who have purchafed 
and cemented their own with blood, and 
deemed it cheaply won, will interefl them- 
felves in the fate of a city, which has no 

other 
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other protecftor. It is not humanity alone, 
they fay, which fhould induce them to it; 
it is not the immortal honor of extending 
their care to the opprefTed throughout the 
earth, and of faying to tyranny and de- 
fpotifm, " Thus far flialt thou go !" poli- 
cy and commei-ce require their interpo- 
fition, and they will find too late, if they 
remain indifferent fpedators of our fall, 
that England has been the dupe of Pruf- 
fian artifice and dexterity. 




You will naturally imagine, that fo en- 
thufiaftic a lover of antiquities as I am, 
has not forgotten to enquire after thofe of 
this place. I am indebted principally for 
my information to two gentlemen, to 
whom I have been introduced fince my 
arrival, Monfieur le Baron Zorn and Dr. 
Wolf, whofe names I ought not to men- 
tion without adding the obligations their 
poiitenefs and readinefs to communicate 

knowled^e^ 
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knowledge, has laid me under. The laft 
of them is animated with a fpirit of inde- 
pendence worthy Hampden or Sidney. 
He refided fome years fince at Warfavv, 
but quitted it on account of the troubles 
and anarchy which foreign ambition has 
introduced into that capital. He retired 
to Dirfchaw, about twenty miles from 
hence, built himfelf an obfervatory for 
his aflroncmical studies, and remain- 
ed there till the king of Pruffia feized 
on the town and furrounding territory. 
Unable to bear a yoke fo galling, he 
left Dirfchaw, and removed to this cityj 
and he now declares, that when it is no 
longer free, he will embark for England, 
where he has already been, and where 
every fugitive may find an afylum. Hap- 
py, glorious country, which can thus ex- 
tend its parental protedlion to perfecuted 
merit of every kind, and where freedom, 
almofl unknown from the pole to the 

equator. 
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equator, holds her peaceful and gentle 
reign ! . 

The origin of Dantzic, like that of al- 
moft every other kingdom or city, is 
wrapped in tradition and fable. The 
monks, who flourifhed under the Teuto- 
nic knights, are the oldeil writers remain- 
ing; and curioiity muft content itfelf 
with their accounts, however doubtful;, 
as there are no other to be procured. A 
colony of Danes is faid to have founded 
it about the middle of the twelfth century; 
and the name it now bears is only a cor-* 
ruption of the word Danflce, which figni- 
fies Dane. Previous to this a^ra, it is pre- 
tended the kings of Poland had a fort and 
governor on a hill, at prefent part of the 
fortifications, and called from him Hogal- 
berg, or Hogal's hill, to this day. The 
Danes requefled of him as large a portion 
of ground for their refidence as- they could 
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dfcuitifcrlbe by extending their arms : 
this enclofed a circle of near two miles, 
and was the firft or old city. Little is 
known of importance from this time till 
the year 1312^ when a certain Pole, by 
name Potcammer, being governor, plotted 
with the Margraves of Brandenburg to de- 
liver it up to them. The deputy-gover- 
nor, aware of this treachery, informed La- 
diflaus the Hid, king of Poland, and they 
jointly called in the Teutonic knights, 
who kept pofTeffion of the place^ and 
were too powerful to be expelled. Under 
them the new city was built, which com- 
prehended nearly the limits of Dantzic, 
as it exifls now. In 1456 the inhabitants 
threw off their fubjedion to the knights> 
in concert with the other cities of Polifli 
Pruffia, and became independent under the 
proteftion of Poland. On the flight and 
abdication of Henry of Valois in i574» 
that kingdom was divided, one party hav- 
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ing elected Stephen Batori, Duke of Tran- 
fylvania, the other declaring for the Em- 
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. pcror Maximilian the lid. Dantzic ad- 
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phen (the Conqueror) for a whole year, and 
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place. Even the plate in the churches is 
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where 5000 Mufcovites are interred, who 
periled in an attempt to ftorm the 



town. 
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Dantzic, though much fuperlor either 
to Riga or Konhigiberg, is yet neither 
elegant or handfome. The houfes are in 
general lofty, and in an antique tafte. In 
nioft of the ftreets are trees, which at this 
feafon of the year afford an agreeable 
fhadej but in the winter muft be very 
inconvenient, and ought to be removed. 
The building ufed at prefent as an ex- 
change, merits attention from it's anti- 
quity: it is a fquare chamber vaulted : in 
the middle is a marble ftatue ereded to 
Auguftus the Illd, the late king of Poland. 
You know his charader, which did not 
merit many eulogiums ; yet gratitude 
could not have conferred higher paiiegy-' 
rics on a Trajan, or a Henry the IVth, 
than flattery Jias done on him. I vifited 
A a 2 the 
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the arfenal fome days ago, and muft own 
I was furprifed at the prodigious military 
/lores contained in it, and the order in 
which they are kept. The man fhewed 
me a fort of mufquetoon weighing thirty- 
fix pounds, which Auguftus the lid is 
faid to have difcharged with one hand. 
This I can well believe, as the proofs he 
gave of uncommon ilrength are too nu- 
merous and well attefted, to admit of any 
queftion. In a fmall apartment of the 
arfenal, is a very beautiful honorary tomb, 
erefted by Sigifmund, king of Sweden and 
Poland, to the memory of his father John 
the Hid; the fame whom you may re- 
member I mentioned in a letter from 
Abo, as having confined his brother Eric 
in the Ille of Aland: it is of Italian work- 
manfhip, and finely executed. Sigifmund 
is faid to have prefented this piece to the 
city of Dantzic. — The other public build- 
ings are not very remarkable. Ja the 

great 
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great church is a vaft pillar hollowed, 
which, it is pretended, was antiently ufed 
to immure ecclefiaftics guilty of heinous 
crirries. I cannot, indeed, readily con- 
ceive any other ufe to which it could have 
been put ; and it is well known that fpe- 
cies of punifhment was common in many 
parts of Europe. I looked down into it 
from above, two iron bars which crofs the 
opening at the top eafily permitting if. 
The depth is, I imagine, forty feet, and 
the fquare dimenfions within, about feven. 
There is fomething white fcattered on the 
ground, which they fay is bones, but I 
had not faith enough to believe it. One 
might eafily fatisfy onefelf, as nothing 
could be more eafy than to let a man 
down by a rope, and draw him up again. 
It would not be quite fo adventurous a 
defcent, as. that of the man at Plymouth 
in Mr. Blake's velTcl ; an affair which is 
njiich talked of here. As liberty of re- 
A a 3 ligioq 
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ligion is publicly allowed in Dantzic, 
there are churches of all kinds, Luthe- 
ran, Calvinift, and Catholic: there are 
befides convents for religious of both 
fexes. It is computed that the inhabi- 
tants, including all the fuburbs, are not 
lefs than 80,000. The environs are un- 
commonly beautiful. 



I drove out laft Sunday to fee the ab- 
bey of Oliva, fo celebrated for the peace 
concluded in it. The foundation of the 
convent is very antient. Subiflaus, a 
duke of Pomerania, who embraced Chri- 
llianity, erefted it in 1x70, dedicating it 
to " the holy and undivided Trinity, the 
moll bleiTed Virgin, and St. Bernard." 
Thefe inclufory dedications were common 
in moft countries, and we ufually find 
churches divided between the Deity and 
fome favorite faint, male or female; it 
belonged to the Ciflertian order of monks. 

The 
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The convent and church were deflroycd 
and rebuilt no lefs than eight times; the 
Teutonic knights, the Poles, and the he- 
retic Huflites, all ravaged it; the Dantzic 
foldiery, kUly, razed it to the ground in 
1577, and were obliged by Stephen Ba- 
tori to ered it anew as it nov/ ftands. On 
a black marble monument in the cloyf- 
ters, is commemorated the pacification of 
Oliva. I tranfcribed the whole, but fhall 
not trouble you with it. I need only re- 
mind you that it was made betv/cen the 
Emperor Leopold and John Cahmir King 
of Poland on one fide, and Charles Gufta- 
vus King of Sweden on the other, who 
died during the ratification of it. All the 
great conquefts made by tlie latter were re- 
ftored by the articles to the crown of Po- 
land. The monk who attended us, fhewed 
me the bread which was converted into 
ftone : the ftory is written in Latin, Ger- 
man, and Poliili, in the church : it happen- 
A a 4 ed 
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which amounted only two years ago to 
jo,ooo ducats (or near 5000I.) per annum, 
and the lands of the convent, which he en- 
joyed in full fovereignty, are now all feized 
by the king of PruiTia, who allows him only 
1200 ducats (about 550I.) as a penfion 
during life, and about one fourth of that 
fum to keep the gardens in order : he is 
by birth a nobleman, amiable and bene- 
volent in his charadler, paft the middle 
age of life, and univerfally refpe(5led. 
Humanity feels for fuch a man, and exe- 
crates the rapacity which has thus reduced 
him ! — But this is nothing- — this is even 
generofity and mercy, compared with 
other ftories inconteftably authentic, which 
I have heard here, refpedting the Polifh 
nobles, whofe eftates have been confifoa- 
ted, and their families reduced from a re- 
venue of 100,000 ducats * to abfolute in- 
digence, by that monarch. One of thefe^ 

* A piece value about 9s. 3d, or more Englifh. 

which 
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which refpeds a nobleman of the hi'gheft 
rank, is fo truly melancholy, and difplays 
fuch inhumanity on one lide, and fuch 
virtue and magnanimity on the other, that 
it cannot be heard without tears of pity 
and indignation. I could recount it to 
you, as every perfon here is acquainted 
with the exalted fufFerer j but as the parti- 
culars are already fent to England for pub- 
lication, it would only anticipate the more 
mmute and accurate relation, which a 
few months will probably prefent to the 
whole world. 



This city has been crowded with PoliHi 
nobility, who abandoned their torn and 
bleeding country, to take refuge in it; 
but the king of Pruffia having lately 
threatened to feize into his own hands 
all their eftates, if they do not return to 
them, the greater number have, from ne- 
ceffity, complied with his orders. The 

primate 



[ 363 ] 

primate of the kingdom, Count Podotiki, 
Archbi&op of Gnefna, is flill here, an^ 
will probably remaip, as his lands not be- 
ing fecular, cannot be fequeflered fo eafily. 
All the accumulated evils which have laid 
wafte this miferable country are only 
natural confequences of it's conftitution 
and government, in which almoft every 
political fault and error is mingled; and 
one is only furprifed how fuch a barba- 
rous anarchy has fubfifted fo long. 



I purpofe to remain only a day or two 
longer here, and fhall then continue my 
rout j but as there is not any thing worthy 
-curiofity by the common road through 
the province of Pomerania to Stettin, I . 
have determined to take another, though 
attended with fom.e difficulties. This is 
to vifit Culm and Thorn on the Viftula, 
and pafs through Pofnania in Great Po- 
land to Pofna, where I may perhaps flay 

a few 
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a few days. From thence I muft confult 
how to proceed, as the pofts are at pre- 
fent in fiich confufion, it is not poffible 
here to fettle my farther progrefs. Ex- 
pedl to hear from me again in a few 
days. 



Your's, &c. 
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LETTER XVir. 



Stargard in Pomerania, Tuefday, 6th Sept. 1774, 

TH O U G H not a little fatigued with 
four days and nights continual tra- 
velling, during which I have had no lleep 
except in the carriage, I fit down to give 
you the particulars of my journey, and to 
inform you how it comes to pafs that I 
write from hence inftead of Thorn, as 
my laft gave you reafon to apprehend.— 
I quitted Dantzic Friday morning, taking 
the road to Culm through Dirfchaw, 
where I only fiaid to change horfes. A- 
bout ten miles to the fouthward of this 
town, I pafled clofe to a prodigious en- 
campment, and ahghted from my chaife 
to examine it. The poftilion told me, it 
was one of Charles the Xllth's, a name 
3 ftill 
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brought my own he could give me a room 
to place it in ; but if not, he had not any 
thing better than clean ftraw to offer me. 
" I muft then, faid I, be content to pro- 
ceed immediately, and {hall be glad to have 
horfes as foon as poffible to the next pod 
in my way to Thorn." " May I take 
the liberty," replied he, " to afk if Mon- 
fieur intends to return again, or if he goes 
farther into Poland ?" " I purpofe," an- 
fwered I, " to continue my rout to Gnef- 
na and Pofna ; but as to my farther pro- 
grefs, it is not yet fixed, as I am unac- 
quainted with the roads and accommodati- 
ons: perhaps you can inftrudt me." ** If," 
faid he, " you are only induced from plea- 
fure and curiofity to vifit thefe cities, I 
would advife you to defer your intention 
till another opportunity. To Gnefna 
there is at this time no poflj and though 
you may, as I believe, procure horfes to 
Pofna, yet not only the roads and accom- 
modations are of the moft miferable kind; 

but 
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but at this unhappy jundure, when the 
province belongs neither to Poland or 
Pruffia, when the Fauxbourgs of Pofna 
itfelf are feized by his PruxTian majefty's 
foldiery, and Auftrians, Ruffians, or con- 
federates, ravage the country in turn, it is 
not, perhaps, in point of fafety, by any 
means advifeable." " But how aft ?" 
faid I : " there is not any great road to 
Stettin, unlefs I return to Dantzic, and 
that I am determined never to do." 
" You have only," replied he, " to go 
back ten miles, and repaffing the Viftula at 
Mewa, turn ofF immediately for Konitz, 
a town in the province of Pomerellia, 
from whence you will procure poft-horfes 
to Stargard very eafily, the Pruffians being 
compleatly poffeiTed of the whole interme- 
diate traa of country, and regular relays 
being provided by the crown. Whatever 
inconveniences you may find, they are 
not to compare with thofe you muft in- 
evitably undergo on the way through Pof- 
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nania." I hefitated a little which party 
to embrace: I well knew that difficulties 
are almoft ever exaggerated, and can with 
jnftice fay, that pufillanimity or fear were 
not among the motives which influenced 
iiiy determinations. The feafon of the 
year, which was advancing faftj , and when 
the autumnal rains might be expefled, 
fuperadded to the uncertainty of procur- 
ing even horfes for Gnefna, made me 
comply with the landlord's advice. I loft 
iiot a moment therefore in the execution 
of it, but turning about, and tendering hini 
my acknowledgments for his informa- 
tion, I made the befl of my way back 16 
the town of Mewa, which I reached by 
break of day. It is fituate on the bank 
of the Viftula, which at this part is high 
and rocky -, and oppofite to it, on the eaf-^ 
tern fide, are the fields, where Charles the 
Xllth routed and cut to pieces about J500 
Poles, who vainly oppofed his pafiage.-^It 
is twelve miles from hence to the abbey 
jB b Qf 



of Pipleen, which is accounted •one of 
the fineft Gothic religious edifices in thefe 
parts. It was founded by a duke of Po- 
merania, whofe name I have forgotten, in 
the year 1250; and as it has never been 
demoliilied and rebuilt, like that of Oliva, 
the architecture itfelf merits attention. 
This pious duke endowed it very richly j 
but his. prefent majefty of PruHia, who 
has no fuch paflionate attachment as his 
anceftors had for monks and monafteries, 
has lately fequeftered four- fifths of their 
revenue, and leaves them to fing dirges 
and chant requiems upon the remainder. 
One of the brothers, a Pole by birth, who 
fpoke tolerable French, attended me over 
the building. The altars are decorated 
with a barbarous fplendor, and glitter with 
gold and filver, the king not having as yet 
laid his hands on thefe facred utenfils. — 
I took the liberty of afking my condudlor, 
to whom belonged a vaft number of bones 
(arms, legs, and thighs) which were pre- 
2 fcrved 
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ferved within cafes of glafs on either fidd 
the high altar. " They are," anfwered 
he, " precious remains of the ii,obo vir- 
gins, who perifhed for their adherence to 
our holy religion; we had many more once^ 
and among them two complete IkuUs j 
but the facrilegious Swedifli foldiery, in 
the beginning of this century, carried 
them away," Pray do you recoiled, for I 
muft own I do not, where this marvellous 
ftory of the virgins is to be found ?■ 
The monk very politely apologized to me^ 
in the abbot's name, for not inviting me 
to dine in the refed:oire, according to 
their ufual cuftom with flrangers of every 
rank, on account of it's being a mo'ft ri- 
gorous faft, which permitted them not to 
touch any thing before fun-fet, and then 
only bread and eggs : fo I tendered him 
my humbleft thanks; for as to any pecu- 
niary ones, he was above thofe j and bid- 
ding him adieu, continued my journey. 
I eat my cold chicken under the fliade of 
B h z »a. 
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an oak, and as I picked the bones, particu- 
larly thofe of the leg and thigh, I could 
not help thinking of the virgins, and de- 
ploring the unnatural barbarity which de- 
llroyed eleven thoufand at once in fuch a 
manner. 




It was ten o'clock at night when I ar- 
rived at a little village, about thirty miles 
from the abbey, fituate clofe to a rivulet 
of vi^ater in a valley, and fo much refem- 
bling Bibury in Oxfordfliire, as it appeared 
to me by flar-light, that I was almoft rea- 
dy to order feme eels for fupper. The 
landlord endeavoured to perfuade me to 
ftay till morning, as I hadfive-and-twenty 
miles to Konitz, through continued fo- 
refls of fir, and deep fands. I would have 
accepted his advice, as, to fay the truth, 
I was not totally without apprehenfions 
in thefe woods by night, in an unfre- 
quented part of Pohlli Pruffia j but the 
horrid naflinefs, and peflilential fmell re- 
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fulting from It, in the cabins, for they 
cannot be called houfes, at every village 
where I flopped, made it impoffible to 
lie down or breathe in them. I therefore 
proceeded, as foon as horfes could be 
procured, and about nine Sunday morning 
I got to Konitz. As I entered the gate, 
my carriage was flopped by no lefs a per- 
fonage than the hofi:, which vv^as parading 
through the ftreets, held up by an Auguf- 
tine friar, and followed by a multitude of 
bareheaded Poles, men, women, and chil- 
dren, all chanting the mafs. I got out of 
the chaife, and taking off my hat, ordered 
the fervant to get my breakfaft ready at 
the inn, while I mixed among the crowd, 
and accompanied them to the great 
church, where the fpedacle ended. — This 
is a pretty country town, and has been for- 
merly fortified with turrets, battlements 
and trenches, all which are in ruin. It is 
at prefent better guarded by a complete 
regiment of Pruffian engineers, who have 
B b 3 been 
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been Rationed here fince it's feizure two 
years ago, and who would puzzle the 
whole order of Teutonic knights, if they 
were alive, to difpoffefs them of it again. 

I left Konitz before noon, and drove 
about three miles out of the road, to fee 
the ruins of the caftle of Schlokaw. This 
is only inferior to that of Marienbourg, 
and was built by the fame perfons. It is 
furrounded on three lides by the waters of 
a fine lake, acrofs a fmall part of which is 
a wooden bridge, of near 300 yards in 
length, entering the grand court. It has 
been of great extent, but time has laid 
much of it low. The chapel, the fubter- 
ranean apartments, and one very lofty oc- 
tagon tower, are yet in great prefervation, 
and may remain entire for centuries. I 
went into the cellars, which are all 
vaulted, and of wondrous magnitude, run- 
ning beneath the whole caftle. One^ 
fplendid ran^e of apartments, repaired by 

the 
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the Princes Radzivil, to whom this for- 
trefs lately belonged, ferves to (htw what 
the magnificence of former ages could 
produce, though thefe are now following 
the other parts of the edifice, and are no 
longer habitable.— After having vifited 
every acceflible corner in the building, I 
waited on the catholic priefl of the ad- 
joining village, to procure fome account 
of it's origin and hiflory. He was a very 
agreeable ingenious man, and readily gave 
me all the information in his power. We 
converfed in Latin, a language of which 
the Poles make more ufe in converfation, 
than all the other nations in Europe. A 
miferable cripple in the ftreets at Konitz 
requefted charity of me in very pure Latin, 
to my no fmall furprize; and I found 
the inn-keepers frequently poflefTed of it. 
From this priefl I drew feveral particulars 
not incurious. The Teutonic knights 
built the caflle of Schlokaw in the year 
1352, and fucceffive grand maflers were 
B b 4 lords 
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comprehended the whole country from 
the frontier of Ingrla to the borders of 
Brandenburgh. When we refled on the 
extraordinary alTociation of a number of 
wandering chieftanis expelled from Syria, 
coming to found a new empire on the 
banks of the Viftula, retaining it forages 
undiminifhed, and equalling fovereigns 
in luftre, it affords ample fubjed of afto- 
nifliment and reflection to a thoughtful 
piindw 



I flopped to dine at Fredlant, a fmall 
town about ten miles from Schlokaw, and 
then proceeded. If you confult the maps 
of this part of Europe, you will find a 
large trad of country between Fredlant 
and Tempelbourg in Pomerania, which 
is thus marked, " Waldow defertum." 
My road lay exadly acrofs this defert, 
which is at leaft forty English miles in 
length, and is in general barren and hide- 
eus enough, About one o'clock Monday 

morning 
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morning I reached Gaftrow, a little town 
in Great Poland, where I was fortunate 
enough to procure horfes immediately, 
and got at feven to a village called Treid- 
Jiitz, v/here I would mofl willingly have 
breakfafted : there was not any thing to 
be had : the poor man, at whofe hut I 
flopped to refrefli the horfes, faid, he had 
feen no coffee for fifteen years paft, nor was 
any fuch thing to be had in the village ^ 
but at Tempelbourg, to which I had only 
twelve miles, I might find it. There was 
no alternative ; I therefore proceeded for 
the town he mentioned, and arrived there 
about ten, not a little tired. Here begin 
his Pruffian majefty's rightful and heredi- 
tary dominions : — but what an immenfe 
addition has he made to thefe, by the fei- 
zure of all Polim Pruffia, the bishopric of 
Ermelaud, the free cities of Culm, El- 
bing, and Marienbourg, the province of 
Cujavia in Poland, and other inferior ac- 
quifitions? Thorn,. Dan tzic, and Pofna, 

muft 
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muft inevitably fall into his hands, unlefs 
fome power interpofes; and what limit fo 
able and ambitious a monarch may affix 
to his pretenlions, is very uncertain. I 
leave it to fuperior heads to determine 
how far the general fyftem of power is 
afFefted by thefe alterations, of which, 
and the importance of them, you have 
very imperfedl and erroneous ideas in En- 
, gland. The divilion of Poland, a king- 
dom little known, though larger than the 
nine circles of the German empire, will 
cover pofterity with aftonilhment, though 
the prefent age regards it with indiffe- 
rence and tranquilhty. This juflifies Car- 
dinal de Retz's remark, that the events gf 
our own times, however extraordinary, 
affedl us faintly, and require time to give 
them their juft weight and magnitude, 
which are loft by too near a view. 



I palTed through three or four little 
towns yefterday between Tempelbourg 

and 
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&nd this place, which is a diftance of fifty 
miles. Famine and mifery was in every 
one : it was with entreaty and difficulty I 
could procure a bit of fmoaked goofe and 
fome potatoes in one of them, and I was 
almoffc afraid of being ftarved in this 
wretched country. I travelled all lafl 
night, and to my no fmall comfort entered 
Stargard this morning. I have been more 
minute in the detail of my journey, be- 
caufe it lay through a part of the Pruffian 
dominions very little known or feen. I 
purpofe to leave this place to-morrow 
early, my inducement to remain in it to- 
day being more for refrefhment, than 
from curiofity .—The town is pretty large, 
but the beft thing I have feen is a good 
dinner, and a clean apartment, which, af^ 
ter my late adventures in PoliOa hovels, 
have a thoufand charms. The ftreets are 
crowded with foldiery, and nothing is fccn 
but regimentals. The poftilions who 
drove me^ the frifeurs, the very peafants, 
^ are 
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^re all military under this government- 
As I have only five-and-twenty miles to 
Stettin, you may expedl from thence the 
conclufion of this letter. I fhall perhaps 
ftay there two or three days. 



^Stettin, Saturday 10th Septembefj 1774, 

' I '' H E road from Stargard to this city, 
lies through the mofl hideous wil- 
dernefs of firs I ever traverfed, Sweden 
can produce nothing more defolate, more 
unpeopled, or unfertile. The deep fands 
render travelling very tedious, and, though 
I fet out at four in the mornitig, 1 did 
not get here till one in the afternoon. I 
paid my compliments next day to his 
Jiighnefs the duke of Bevern : he is in 
command of the troops, and is already pait 
the autumn of life ; but a vigorous con- 
flitution, and a robuft frame of body, al- 
Cioft Herculean, would deceive and con- 
ceal 
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ceal his years, if his hair, grey witha^e, 
did not betray the fecret. He has worn 
an uniform and boots fo conftantly from 
his early youth, that they conftitute at 
prefent almoft a part of his effence. I had 
the honour to dine with him yefterday : 
there was a large company, all men, and 
all military. Every thing around him is 
in a martial ftile, and his very doors are 
painted with helmets, batons, andfwords. 
The apartment where we dined was co- 
vered with portraits of the officers of his 
own regiment ; but war had lopped ofF 
moft of them : one fell at Cunerfdorf, 
another in Silefia, a third before Prague. 
Of at leafl fixty, fcarce ten are {till 
alive. He fhewed me what he called 
his arfenal; a chamber filled with models 
of petards, mortars, pontoons, and other 
apparatus of war : I almoft expefled to fee 
the foup ferved up in a fhield : bat our 
repaft was not a Spartan one, and flievved 
that his highnefs did not think the plea- 

furea 
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fures of the table incompatible with tac- 
tics and encampments. 



If I have profited during my (hort flay 
by the honour of this nobleman's ac- 
quaintance, I have much more fo of the 
young Prince of Anhalt Deffau's. His 
generous and unbounded politenefs to me, 
has deeply afFedled my heart : I muft give 
you a little outline of him ; it may poffi- 
bly ftrike the more from oppofition to the 
lafl I havedefcribed. His habit is military, 
for he is likewife in the Pruffian fervice ; 
but nature formed him equally for tlie 
foft arts of peace, and gave him a refined 
tafle in fculpture, in painting, and in mu- 
fic. The furniture and decorations of his 
houfe forcibly mark this turn of mind. 
His rooms are ornamented with antique 
bufts, and the Venus Celeilis fronts the 
Egyptian Venus, Cleopatra. He has tra- 
velled in England, in France, in Italy, 

and 
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HI are added manners the mod gentle and 
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eaptive, the princefs royal of Pruffia. In 
this, the eye only can be gratified, it be- 
ing moft flriftly forbidden to approach or 
fpeak to her. I need not relate, or remind 
you of her hiftory : it is fufficiently known 
over all Europe. She is at this time 
eight-and-twenty years of age, and has 
now been a prifoner thefe five years. Her 
perfon is agreeable, not beautiful. She is 
of a middle heighth, finely proportioned 
in her limbs, and very aftive in all the 
exercifes of the body : her complexion is 
fair, and her features all handfome, with 
the exception of her nofe, which is too 
large, and pointed like the family of 
Brunfwic Wolfcnbuttle, from whom (he 
is fprung. There is, however, fomewhat 
tri/ie in her countenance, when atten- 
tively regarded, not difficult to be ac- 
counted for. The manner in which fhe 
lives is mournful enough, and may well 
wipe out the errors (he has committed. 
In the bloom of her age, fhe is immured 
Co ^11 
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in a frightfuj old caftle, built in fome bar- 
barous century by a barbarous duke of 
Pomerania, where fhe has three or four 
apartments, which, if fame fays true, ill 
befit her rank and dignity. Her appoint- 
ment amounts only to 7600 dollars of 
Pruflia, which does not make 1200I. a 
year, with which Ihe is obliged to provide 
herfelf every thing. Two valets, and 
two filles de chambre, conftitutc her 
houfhold. She has never been permitted 
to go without the gates of Stettin till 
within a month paft, when this liberty 
was accorded. One or two ladies always 
accompany her, and every female is al- 
lowed free accefs ; but there are only two 
men in the place who dare fpeak to or 
accoft her. Thefe are the duke of Be- 
vern, and the governnor, an officer yet 
more advanced in years. The prince of 
DeiTau, though well acquainted with her 
previous to this difgrace, and though he 
fees her every day, aflUres me, he has ne- 
ver 
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Ver held the flightcft difcourfe with heto 
I muft own this is a trial to which my 
fortitude and virtue Would be <^uite un- 
equal, and if placed fo near fuch a dange- 
rous precipice, I fliould inevitably falh 
The ftory of Araxes has ever appeared to 
me a more touching and natural one, thari 
Scipio and his Celtiberian virgin^ which^ 
if true, was probably more the coldnefs of 
teniperament, than any godlike effort of 
tnagnanimity and felf-reftraint. I had 
yefterday the pleafure to fee her highnefs 
on horfeback: flie was hzhited en Awa" 
zon, and (hewed the greatefl addrefs ia 
managing the horfe (be rode. She fd( 
aftride according to the cuftom in Ger- 
many, and made a very gallant figure. 
This whole afternoon I have been looking 
at her from the windows of the room 
where we dined at the prince of Deffau'Sj 
oppofite to which (he walked for feveral 
hours. Her drefs was by no means 
princely. A jonquil filk night-gown, and 
C c 2 her 
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her hair very limply adorned, gave no 
room to guefs her quality j but her foot, 
the fmalleft and the mofl elegant in the 
world, was a natural beauty, which need- 
ed no artificial ornaments to fet it ofF. 
You will laugh at me for this minute de- 
fcription, and thefe returns to the princefs 
every moment; but I am touched with 
her iituation, and feel for a young woman, 
whofe future days muft probably be fpent 
in feclulion and penance for a crime, 
which, from circumflances, hardly me- 
rited fo fevere a punilhment. 



I have been fo engaged in fpeaking and 
thinking of this unfortunate princefs, that 
I have not yet mentioned a word of Stet- 
tin. Indeed, to fay the truth, I know 
very little about it. There are a great 
many houfes, and a great many ftreets, 
two very large churches, a river, a quay, 
and, as they tell me, a very extenlive 
commerce. The inhabitants are about 

16,000 
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1 6,000. This is the fiim total of my 
knowledge refpedling the place. 

I was on the parade this morning when 
the duke of Bevern reviewed the fecond 
battalion of the garrifon. They are, in- 
deed, matchlefs foldiers, and perform their 
various manoeuvres with furprifing celerity 
and addrefs : it is with reafon we fpeak 
of the Pruffian exercife as fuperior to any 
in Europe. I fhall fet out to-morrow for 
Strelitz. !n the mean time, adieu ! 

Your's, &c. Sec. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Verden, Thurfday, 22d September, 1774, 

I Quitted Pomerania about fifteen miles 
from Stettin, and entering Branden- 
burgh, arrived before night at Prenllow, 
This is a large town, fituate on a lake, 
and, like almoil every other in Pruffia^f 
full of foldiery. I had only fix miles (Ger- 
man ones I mean) from thence to Stre- 
litz J but fo bad were the roads, that I 
did not get there till almoft noon next 
day, though I travelled the whole night. 
The inaccuracy of their meafurement is 
indeed fuch every where in thefe coun-r 
tries, that it is impoffible to afcertain, 
with any precifion or certainty, what a 
mile is. They have two divifions ; the 
c/em (or fmall) mile, and the Jiark (of 
long) mile. The former of thefe con- 
tains generally between four and five En- 
glifli i but as to the latter, I never pre- 
tended 
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tended to determine how long it was, fince 
J have found it now five, now fix, and 
not unfrequently feven. The duchy of 
Mecklenburg Strehtz begins only five or 
fix Englifh miles from the town, which 
is fo furrounded by woods of fir and oak, 
as not to be fecn till one is very near it. 
I flaid there three days, induced by the 
gracious reception I met with from the 
duke. He was at a little palace of re- 
tirement, which he has built about four 
miles from Strelitz, and called Adolph's 
Pleafure. It is fituate on the bank of 
a fmall lake, but the country, except 
an inconfiderable tradt immediately round 
the houfe, is covered with groves of pro- 
digious thicknefs. During winter he re- 
fides at New Strelitz, where he has a 
much larger palace, and a court, as a fove- 
reign prince. I had not the honor to fee 
the princefs of Mecklenburg, a very fevere 
fit of illnefs having confined her highnefs 
to her apartment for fifteen days before 
C c 4 my 
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^H family were born. It is a handfome 
^H flrudure, but unfurniflied at this time. 
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njons of iny native fovereign, got to Dan- 
jieberg, a little town, the fame night. 
The moon flione very bright, and as I had 
yet between fifty and fixty miles to Zell, 
I was determined not to lofe a moment. 
The landlord, who fpoke French, expa^ 
tiated with great eloquence on the bad- 
nefs of the road, and length of the miles 
to Ultzen, the next place on my way. 
There is not, faid he, a village between 
Danneberg and it; and fuperadded to 
this. You muft not expecSl to be there be- 
fore fix o'clock to-morrow morning, on 
account of the fands, which are the deep- 
eft and heayieft you everpafled. I there- 
fore ordered horfes at five next day, in the 
certainty, as I apprehended, of reaching 
Zell the fame night ; but I was difap-t 
pointed, and again obliged to lie at a 
wretched houfe, where however the hofi:, 
\o comfort me, faid the prefent king of 
^^ved^^ (from a fimilar necefll tj, I pre- 
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fume,) had taken up his lodging fomc 
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tn — = 


1 4 




I entered Zell laft Sunday morning, and 


] 


(T, — = 


wm >' 




did not quit it till yeflerday. I had the 




-J — = 


^H 




honor, after being prefented, to dine with 
her majefty the queen of Denmark on Mon- 
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the Luxembourg. The reunion of Chrlf- 
tian the Vllth with his queen, may form 
3S noble a ftory for the pencil of genius, 
as that of Louis the Xlllth with his mo- 
ther ; but where, in this century, fhall we 
find a Rubens to execute it ? 

The caftle of Zell, where her majefty 
refides, is detached from the city, and fur- 
rounded in the antient ftile of defence, 
with a very broad moat full of water. It 
is large, of a fquare form, and was built 
by one of the dukes of Zell, before the 
duchy was loft in the Houfe of Hanover, 
The pountry on every fide is barren, 
fandy, and unpleafant. It is forty miles 
to this place, and as dreary a ride as can 
be imagined. At a little more than half 
way, on the fouthern fide of the river Al- 
ler, is the little palace of Ahlden, cele- 
brated for the imprifonment of the elecilrefs 
Sophia, wife of George the Ift. Here fhe 
4ied^ a fliort tinie before the acceffion of 
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by the infcriptlon over his head, a faintj 
a count, and an abbot i but who, notwith- 
ftandingall his titles fecular and eccleiiaf- 
tical, was murdered foon after his invefli- 
ture by the pagan Saxons, who paid no 
fort of deference either to his coronet or 
crofier. The prefent cathedral is by no 
means, however, as old as Charlemagne : 
it was built about the middle of the four- 
teenth century, the former one having 
been reduced to afhes in 13 13. An anti- 
aquarian might find ample food for invefti- 
gation in it, the whole internal furface of 
the ground being payed with tombs, on 
which are effigies and infcriptions, the 
firft mutilated by the tread of frequent 
feet, and the latter almoft now illegible. 
Before the high altar, is a marble monu- 
ment of coftly workman ill ip, erefted to a 
Philip Sigifmund, born in 1568, and who 
was both duke of Lunenburg, and biihop 
of Verden. At prefent there are no bi- 
ihops, the fee being totally extind. 
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Bremen, Sunday, 25th of September, 17-4. 



'lyT 



'T^HIS is a great city, a rich city, and 
a commercial one j but I cannot fay 
I think it very agreeable, or contains 
much to gain a traveller's attention. 
Was human life of double the limits na- 
ture has affigned to it, one fhould not be 
tempted to vifit it more than once. It 
muft however be confeffed I faw it to 
fome difadvantage, not being provided 
with letters of introdudion, as I had not 
intended to have included it in the plan 
of my tour. By the help, however, of my 
landlord, to whofe good offices neceffity 
has made me a debtor, I have feen every 
thing deferving attention here, and fliall 
leave it this afternoon perfedlly fatisfied 
with my flay. One of thefe has appeared 
to me fo extraordinary, and is in itfelf, I 
2 apprehend. 
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apprehend, Co very fingular, that if I 
had not been an cye-witnefs of it, no tef- 
tiniony would have convhiced me of it's 
reality ; and if it was not of fuch a nature 
as to be univerfally examined, I {hould 
fear you would doubt my veracity. I al- 
ways apprehended that human bodies af- 
ter death, if interred, or expofed to the air 
without any preparation to defend them 
from the attacks of it, would of neceffity 
corrupt, become ofFenfive, and putrify. 
The art of embalming is very antient, 
and was invented to preferve them from 
this inevitable confequence of death ; but 
that they may remain unputrified for cen- 
turies without any fort of artificial aid, I 
have feen fo inconteftably proved fmce my 
arrival, that I imagine not the {hadovv of 
doubt can remain about it. — Under the 
cathedral church is a vaulted apartment* 
fupported on pillars j it is near fixty paces 
long, and half as many broad. The 
light and air are conflantly admitted into 

it 
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it by three windows, though it is feveral 
feet beneath the level of the ground. Here 
are five large oak coffers, rather than cof- 
fins, each containing acorpfe. I examined 
them feverally for near two hours. The 
moft curious and perfe(3:, is that of a wo- 
man. Tradition fays, {he was an Englifh 
countefs, who dying here at Bremen, or- 
dered her body to be placed in this vault 
uninterred, in the apprehenfion that her 
relations would caufe it to be brought 
over to her native country. They fay it 
has lain here 250 years. Though the 
mufcular fkin is totally dried in every 
part, yet fo little are the features of the 
face funk or changed, that nothing is more 
certain than that {he was young, and even 
beautiful. It is a fmall countenance, 
round in its contour : the cartilage of the 
nofe and the noflrils have undergone no 
alteration : her teeth are all firm in the 
fockets, but the lips are drawn away from 
over them. The cheeks are {]:irunk in, 
P d but 
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HH eighteen inches long, very thick, and fo 
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^H no little pains for that purpofe. The 
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Bremen Is fituate on the fame river as 
Verden, but here it is known by the name 
of the Wefel. Veflels of burden 1yd 
twelve or fifteen miles below the city^ 
there not being fufficient depth of water 
higher up. It contains 45^000 inhabi- 
tants, and, it is faid, would even exceed 
Hamburgh in commerce, if the fiver waa 
not an impediment. It is a free city, undcf 
the protedtion of the empire, and ftiles it- 
felf a republic on the money ftruck here. 
The king of England, as eledlor of Han-* 
over, hasj however, iome important rights 
within the place j and not only the cathe- 
dral belongs to him, but a confiderable 
number of buildings, public and private. 
He poffefles likcwlfe a fpecies of fupreme 
judicatorial power, as, though the magif- 
trates take cognizance of all crimes within 
the territory of Bremen, his delegate or 
bailiff muft pronounce fentence. The for- 
tifications, though kept in very good or- 
der, are of no confequence or ftrength :• 
D d 2 th§ 
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the ftrongelT: army in the field is ever ma- 
fter; and during the laft war, French or 
Enghfli were alternately received into the 
place, as they appeared before it. The 
flile of building here is horrid; I thought 
myfelf at Elbing again, ail the upper fto- 
ries being at this time, or having been 
granaries, and totally uninhabitable. It 
has a moft grotefque appearance to the 
eye, though many of them are now in 
fome degree modernized. The ftreets are 
all narrow : the quay is the only pleafant 
part of the city, as it is broad, and com- 
mands a view of the water. 



fill m 



By the municipal laws, all the race of 
Abraham is excluded from the capacity 
of trading and refiding here ; or at leaft 
there is fo high a duty laid on their per- 
Ions, that a man may remain here a cen- 
tury, I fuppofe, and not fee one, it amount- 
ing to no lefs than a ducat (or near los.) 
a day. This exclufion has given rife to a 
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open, and his eyelid-s the fame j the eyes 
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are dried up. His breaft is unnaturally 
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diftended, and his whole frame betrays a 








violent death. — A little child who died of 




— ^ 




the fmall-pox is flill more remarkable. 
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The marks of the puftules, which have 
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are very difcernible; and one (hould fup- 




=^ ^ 
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There are in this vault likewife tur- 








keys, hawks, weafels, and other animals. 
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no other fubterranean chamber which has 
the fame property. It would have made 
an excellent miracle two or three centu- 
ries ago in proper hands; but now man- 
kind are grown too wife. 

This city, you know, is celebrated for 
it's old hock. The wine is all brought 
from the banks of the Rhine by land car- 
riage, and depofited in the public cellars. 
Thefe are wondroufly capacious, running 
beneath the Town-Houfe and Exchange j 
but are not comparable in magnificence 
to thofe I have feen at Oeyras in Portugal, 
belonging to the Marquis de Pombal, or 
thofe of Conflantia at the Cape of Good- 
Hope. There is one particular room, 
called the Rofe, where they keep wine, as 
they fay, of 170 years old, and for which 
they afk feven dollars (or 25 s.) a bottle ; 
but it is not fit at this time to drink. 
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public cellar, where they drink hock un- 
der a cloud of fmoke raifed from their 
own pipes. One may fvvear thefe are 
the genuine defcendants of the antient 
Saxons, who imagined the joys of heaven 
to confift in drinking ale out of the fkulls 
of their enemies ! Women, the only ve- 
nial objed: of idolatry, feem not here to 
hold any rank in fociety, or to form the 
connecting charm which binds the jar- 
ring principles of human nature together. 
Man, folitary man, meets in clubs and 
companies, to doze, to drink, and to 
difpute. The very idea is odious and dif- 
gufling. 



I hope to reach Hamburgh Tuefday 
morning, and fliall probably write you 
once more from thence, before I embark, 
as I purpofe, on the Elbe for England. 
Mean while, I remain 

Your devoted, &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 



Hamburgh, 30th September, 1774. 

T T is a defolate and dreary ride from 
Bremen to this place, acrofs the fandy 
and unpeopled heaths of Lunenburg. I 
got to the fouthern bank of the Elbe 
Monday afternoon, and from thence en- 
joyed a beautiful profpedl of Hamburgh 
at the diflance of two leagues. It makes 
a noble figure, and, as the fpace which fe- 
parates it from the Danilli town of Alto- 
na is very inconfiderable, the two places 
appear to form only one magnificent city, 
which covers the fide of the river for three 
or four miles in length. I lay at Har- 
burg, which belongs to his Britannic ma- 
jefty, and crofifed over Tuefday morning. 
The fhort ftay I fnall make here, prevents 
me from giving you, as I intended, a de- 

fcription of Hamburgh. 

I have 
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farcaftic remark on the inhabitants them- 
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It has always feemcd to me, as if the iri- 
trinlic value of the firfi: calf conftituted 
the moft adorable part of his divinity in 
the opinion of his worfhippers : elCe, 
why did not Aaron make him of brafs at 
once ? 

Plutus and Mercury are the chief dei- 
ties venerated in this city, and like the 
fenate in Tiberius's time, they will not 
admit the gods of ftrangers. Pleafure 
under every fhape, of dance, of comedy, 
of mafque, feems peculiarly hateful. She 
has, indeed, lately ftole in, as my land- 
lord tells me, once a month during the 
winter, in the form of a concert, to the 
no little terror of the burgomafters, who 
have endeavored to profcribe this unpre-^ 
-cedented refinement. The mod polite 
manner of fpending an evening known for* 
feveral centuries paft in Bremen, has been 
that of meeting in fmall boxes about 
twenty feec long and fix wide, in the 
J publie' 
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I have now compleated my propofed 
tour round the Baltic, and after a journey 
of near 3000 miles, fhall gladly revifit my 
native country, and repofe myfelf a few 
months. The wind is fair, and I am 
promifed, or rather flattered with a favo- 
rable paffage to Hull ; though, as the ri- 
ver itfelf is eighteen German miles to the 
embouchure, it may be very tedious. In 
the expedlation of a perfonal interview, 
I remain. 

My dear Sir, 

Your's, &c. 

N^. Wraxall, Jun. 



THE END. 
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